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F following Memorial i is, in the ori- 
ginal, annexed to “ the French 
cc impartial patriot's anſwer to the biſhop 
« of Agen's letter againſt the toleration 
« of the Hugonots. 1 
This piece has been well received 
both in Germany and Holland; and we 
doubt not but that the part which we 
have choſen to tranſlate, will meet with 
as favourable a reception in Ireland. If 
the reaſon of that choice be inquired 
into, we can ſay that we were led to 
make it, by the preference which the 
-world generally gives to plain facts, be- 
lore ſubtle arguments and florid decla- 
maßen But farther, we conſidered 
the Memorial, and would preſume to 
recommend it, as a proper ſupplement 
to an excellent and uſeful tract, entitled 
Popery always the ſame, which was pub” 
Iiſhed by the Society 1 promoting Chri- 


* 
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ian knowledge in the year 1745. It is 
true, indeed, that ſome papers and let- 
ters are quoted 3 in both theſe 7 A but 
they are not quoted 1n the {ame order: 
it is true allo, that both have related 
ſome of the principal facts; but the cir- 
cumſtances of thoſe facts differ in 
length and number; in general they are 
enlarged and multiplied in the Memo- 
rial. We hope, however, that this 
partial ſimilitude will be conſidered ra- 
ther as an addition of weiglit to the e- 
vidence in favour of thoſe papers and 


facts; at leaſt, that it will not be urg- 


ed as an objection to our fidelity in 
tranſlating the original as we found it. 
In the Appendix, we have endea- 
youred to illuſtrate the Memorial, and 
allo to give ſome account of the preſent 


ate of the Proteſtants in France, by 


collecting together as many papers and 
letters for thole purpoſes as we had rea- 
ſon to believe were authentic; for which 
we are principally indebted to a worthy 
Clergyman. The French king's or- 
en 1Ce of n 1750, we thought 

a 
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a proper piece to connect with this 
work, as, Perha, »s, tne revival of the 
perſecution in its utmoſt rigour may be 
dated from it; and we have preſumed to 
make uſe of the tranſlation which has 
been given by that excellent prelate, and 
zealous advocate for the liberty, health, 
and | happicic! 's of his iciiow-creatures, the 

Biſhop of Worceſter. 
Upon the whole; Proteſtants in gene- 
ral will learn, from the various inſtan- 
ces of Oppreſſion contained in this Me- 
morial, the danger of that ſecurity into 
which they ſometimes ſuffer themſelves 
to be lulled by the ſophiſtry of the ſons 
of Rome; and that, as it has been 
formerly, ſo it is now, and cver will 
e, the ſpirit and eſſence of Popery, 
to be cruel and perſecuting. And the 
Proteſtants of this kingdom in particu- 
lar will learn from the numerous ex- 
amples of integrity ſet before them, to 
place a juſt value upon their own excel- 
lent conſtitution in church and irate, 
that has effectually ſecured thoſe rights 
of conſcience, for the fake of which 
| their 
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their brethren have left their bin 
tions, their employments, their coun- 
try, and ſacrificed even life itſelt. God 
grant that the conviction of their vir- 
tue may prompt us to contribute liberal- 
ly to the alleviation of their diſtreſs, 
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His TORICAL MEMORIAL 
OF THE 

Moſt Remarkable ProctrDiNGs 
AGAINST THE 

PROTESTANTS of FRANCE, 


From the Year 1744 to 1751. 


view of the deplorable condition of the Proteſtants 

of France, who ſuffer for no other crime than a 
ſtrict adherence to a religion, which they believe to be the 
inſtitution of God, and in which alone they are perſuaded 
they can work out their ſalvation, 

It would be endleſs to relate all the miferics of this unhap- 
py people ſince the revocation of the edict of Nants : ſeveral 
volumes could not contain them. We ſhall therefore go no 
higher than the year 1744; and, for the ſake of order and 
method, this memorial is divided into nine articles : 

The various calumnies which have been invented againſt 
the Proteſtants, in order to draw upon them the ſevereſt 
chaſtiſements: The carrying off their children; and the 
evils which thoſe fathers are expoſed to, whoſe children elude 
the ſearch, or eſcape out of the religious houſes in which 
they are confined : The perſecutions raiſed againſt them for 
chriſtenings and marriages celebrated by their own miniſters : 
The various ways of puniſhing them, on account of the 
aſſemblies held for divine ſervice : Inſtances of the troops 
firing into ſeveral of their meetings, and inſulting and wound- 


7 N H E deſign of this memorial is to give the public a 


ing the people: The ſeizing of Proteſtant books, and the 


pecuniary, defamatory, afflictive, and capital penalties de- 


AY creed 


(02 
creed againſt the owners of ſuch books: The execution of 
ſeveral of their miniſters, both in perſon and effigy : The 
murders and maſſacres committed in divers places: And the 
exhumation of dead bodies, and the barbarous infults offered 
them. | | | 

Theſe are the ſubjects of this memorial, each of which 
ſhall be treated diſtinctly, but with all poſſible brevity ; be- 
cauſe my deſign is not to relate every event, but only to give 
a general idea of the deplorable condition to which the Pro- 
teſtants of that kingdom are reduced, 


ARTICIEL © 
The calumnies invented to blacken the Prete/lants. 


HES E calumnies have multiplied to exceſs, and 
every body has thought himſelf well warranted to 
forge ſome accuſation : But the * curates have been the 
moſt forward and buſy in theſe infamous practices. Let us 
therefore begin with them.--- 
One of them, whoſe pariſh lies in the Cevennes, accuſed 
his pariſhioners of having fired ſeveral muſket-ſhot after him, 
and wounded him in the legs. His pariſhioners demanded 
to have him viſited, and that the ſtockings he wore on the day 
he mentioned ſhould alſo be inſpected. M. de St. Marcel, 
who commands for the King at St. Andrew de Valborgne, 
condeſcended at their inſtance to ſend for the curate, who 
had impudence enough to appear, and maintain what he had 
advanced; but being obliged to ſhew his legs bare, and the 
ſtockings he wore the day he ſaid he had been wounded, he 
was convicted of impoſture: His legs had not ſo much as a 


ſcratch, and his ſtockings were whole. This happened in 


1744. 
71 the year 1748, the curate of Beaumont in Dauphiny 
charged the Proteſtants of his pariſh with having attempted 
to aſſaſſinate him, and with hindering him from celebrating 
maſs ; and upon this he himſelf drew up a verbal. proceſs, 
which he was audacious enough to produce. His pariſhion- 
ers defired that the moſt exact informations might be taken 
in this affair: The judge criminal of Valence yielded to 
| their 


* A curate in France is the fame in a pariſh as cur parſons or 
rectors in Ireland; and what they call a picar is the gurate's ſab» 
flitate er deputy, | 
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their earneſt entreaties ; be tock coonizance cf the fact, and 

the prieſt's verbal proceſs was proved to be a forgery. 
The prieſt could not diſpute it. but excuſed himſelf by lay- 
ing the blame on the prior of Montelimard, who, he ſaid, 
had put him upon it. This apology was accepted as valid; 
and the infamous calumny, Which would have expoſed the 
Proteſtants of Beaumont to five re penalties, if it had not been 
detected, brought no other puniſhment on the curate than 
the mortifying confetlion he was obliged to make of Lis 
Villainy. 

In the month of April 1749, one Meynard, a widow, 
and Paul Meynard her ſon, aged about fifty, died at Merin- 
dol in Provence; and both were buried ſlench, in 'the 
night of the ſame day on which they died ; But all precau- 
tions were fruitleſs againſt the virulence of calumny. One 
Lombard, curate of that place, who had long been on the 
watch for miſchief, {e12ed the opportunity, ran to His 8 
narys the biſhop of Cavaillon, and teld him the follo! wing 

{tory, viz. That the fone! convoy of the mother and the 
ſon had been made with all the apparatus and all the eclat of 
e ; that the miniſter of the Hugonots wal! ed before 

t in 8 black gown ; and that, to inſult the Catholics, they 
marched in proceſſion three times round the parochial £ hure n. 
The pre!: ate believed all, and wrote about it to tie lugher 
powers. Happily for the Proteitants of Merindol. a judli- 
cial inquiry into the affair was ordered to be made; 8 M. 
Eimioli, heutenant-criminal of the city of Aix, the fubitt- 
tute of the king's attorney, attended by y a regilter and tip- 
ſtaff, all authorized by the parliament of Aix, repaired to 
the pot, took informations, and drew up verbal proceſtes 5 
But the more they inquired, the more matter they found to 
convict the prieſt of calumny. Nevertheleſs, James Meyn ard, 
10. 1 of the deceaſed widow, John Bouvier, 2 Seal a and Paul 
Maynard a woollen manufacturer, who had been taken up be- 
fore the Inquiries were made, remained a long while in pri- 
fon ; the two former a whole year, and the other at lcaſt 
ei hteen months: but the curate was never oo. 

The 21ſt of December 1745, the curate of Boffre in Vive- 
1413, whoſe name is Bouchet, aſſiſted by Bicufer h is ſchoot- 
m alter, formed and executed the black deſign of conveying 
away the ſacred vellels of his church, tearing the orna: nen ts 
and. veſtments, hewing in pieces the altar, and ſetting hre 
to whatever was combultible j in a place ſo highly to be rei- 
pected by a prieſt ; and then to charge theſe ſacrilegeʒ upon 
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the Proteſtants of his pariſh, and the places adjacent. When 


all was ready, the ſchoolmaſter began to raiſe the neigh- 
bours, crying out that the Proteſtants had ſet the church on 


fire, that above fourſcore of them were in purſuit of the cu- 


rate to kill him, and perhaps had alrcady diſpatched him with 
their daggers. 

Upon this outcry in the dead of the night, the whole 
town was in confuſton : ſome ran to ſave the church, and 
ſome poſted away to Vernoux for aſſiſtance. When the 
troops arrived, the commanding officer interrogatcd the 
ſchoolmaſter, who ſtill athrmed that the prieſt was fled, 
and that upwards of fourſcore Hugonots were in purſuit of 
him. The officer inquired which way they were gone, and 
the ſchoolmaſter named the firſt road that came into his 
head. A party of ſoldiers were ſent that way, but found 
nothing. The officer then began to ſuſpect knavery in the 
ſchoolmaſter's account; he drew up 2 verbal proceſs of the 
affair, and wrote to M. de Chateauneuf, commandant at 
T&vmnon, that there was no probability that the new con- 
verts had ſet fire to the church, or purſued the curate. 

In the mean while the Proteſtants of the place kept guard 
round about the church. | | 

The curate, enraged that no credit was given to his ſchool- 
maſter's ſtory, after having paſſed the night at St. Sylveſter, 
poſted away to Vernoux, with the Sieur Afforty, judge of 
Boffre, whom he had prevailed upon to go with him; and 
cauſed the Proteſtants that mounted guard about the church 
to be difarmed, and one of them, named Dejours, to be 
committed to priſon. _ | | 

However, the Proteſtants of Boffre, being ſenſible how 
much it behoved them to wipe off the horrid calumny with 
which the curate had blackened them, took as many infor- 
mations as they could againſt the real authors of the hrc 
and the ſacrilege. The prieſt hearing of this, ſent them 


word not to meddle in fuch affairs, leſt they ſhould. come 


into farther trouble. 

But the conſciouſneſs of their innocence made them de- 
ſpiſe his menaces : they ſummoned the ſchoolmaſter, before 
M. de la Deveze, who commanded in the province in the 
duke de Richclicu's abſence. This commandant alſo interro- 
gated the ſchoolmaſter, who ſtill perſevered in affirming that 
the Hugonots had ſet fire to the church, and that they had 
purſued his curate to murder him. _ 
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The ſchoolmaſter was diſmiſſed, but cared not for return- 
ing to Boffre: He apprehended that ſoon or late his crime 
would come to light, and bring him to a bad end. The curate 
to whom he revealed his uneaſineſs, endeavoured to di ſlipate 
his fears, by aſſuring him that he would extricate him out of 
any dangers and difficulties he might be expoſed to. 

In the mean time the ſuſpicions that theſe two men were 
the real authors of the ſacrilege and of the fire, encreaſed 
daily, and grew ſo ſtrong, that the Proteſtants of Boffre, 


backed by ſome Catholic gentlemen of probity got the ſchool- 


maſter conhned, and a commiſſion : appointed to difcover the 


authors of the crime. The moment the curate was appri- 
zed of this, he left no ſtone unturned to precure the en- 
largement of his ſchoolmaſter, and to prevent the commiſ- 
ſion's taking place; but all his-ſollicitations proved truitlets. 

The ſchoolmaſter was brought before the commitiary 5 
pointed by M. de la Deveze, and dive ers queſtion is Were put 
to him, tending to entrap him into a c \feflion of the truth; 3 
but the hour of "ditcovery was not yet come. He perſiſted in 
his former anſwers, and denied that the church was iired by 
any but the Hugonots; and fo they recommitted | mm for 
farther examination. 

At latt, overcome with remorſe, he deſtred to be brought 
again before the commiſſary; laying he would tell the truth, 
and give eaſe to his wounded conſcience. Then he declar'd, 
© That his curate, holding a piſtol at his breaſt, forced him 
© to ſet fire to the church, and to do all that he had done 01 
© this occaſion : that the curate himſelf got upon the altar 
* with a hatchet, and hewed it in pieces; and that he Lnre: 
the holy vellels into a. ciſtern.“ in yu ilteren after dili- 
gent ſearch according to the directions then given by the 
ichoolmaſter, they were found in N 17406. 5 

Upon this the curate cauſed counter informations to be 
made by the Sieur Afforty, judge of the plac 
a replevy of his effects, which the Prote ita 5 had ſequeſtered, 
and even attempted to get them — oit forcibly, by a 
party of Marſhalſea-men that were devoted to him: But all 
his art and labour proved fruitle!s. 

The ſchoolmaſter was removed to the priſon of To urnon, 
at the charge of the Proteſtants, by order of M. de Chutenu- 
neuf, where he remained about a year, and lived all wat 

me at the expence of thoſe whom 8. had ſought to GCaroye 

When the informations were ready to he exhibited, they 


were ſent up to Paris; and the affair was kept ſo ſecret, that 
| the 


ce he alſo demanded. 


= - — — — 
- 


— ä  — 


- — — 
— — —̃ͤ —— — 
OR ENT _ ES = - 


— —— — 


— — r eee 
— — — —ö. — 
by 


. —— ———— 


er LN N . — 


. A 


eee 


RE 


re IRE Tn 


þ 
7 
? 
5 
Z 
A 
: 
4 
's 
J 
y 
? 


(12) 
the nt heard no more of it, till the curate was taken 
up in the church of St. Didier the 15th of May 1746, by 
ſome horſemen of the Marlhalſea, and carried to Breſcou. 

Such was the iſue of this infernal plot againſt the Proteſ- 
tants of Bofire and that Neighbourhood: And ſuch was 
the gentle puniſhment of an incendiary and ſacrilegious prieſt, 
who had done his utmoſt to expoſe a great number of inno- 
cent people to the moſt cruel deaths. 

In 1750, Antonietta Vernhet, a native of St. Leons, 
within two league. of Milhaud in Rouergue, being ſuborned 
and inſtig ted by ſome enemy of the Proteſtants, did on the 
14th of january in the night ſteal out of the church of Mil- 
hav the great p yx and fome hoſts (conſecrated wafers) and 

ccuſed the Proteſtants of the place of the theft; adding to 
ah accuſation, tnat ſeveral meetings had been held at Mil- 
haud, and that if they had a mind to be convinced of the 
truth of what ſhe ſaid, they need only go directly to the 
church, where they would ſee that the pyx and the hoſts were 
miſling, that to the Houſe of Mr. Cingla, where they would 
find above forty perſons aſſembled, with one Meſtre, a tradeſ- 
man of Montpeilier, who performed the functions of a prea- 
cher. Upon this denunciation the Vicars of Milhaud, to 
whom it was made, ran to the church and ſaw that the pyx 
was miſſing ; that the hoſts had been taken out of the taberna- 
cle; and that out of fifty which were in the leiler pyx, only ſix 
remained. Surprized and ſhocked at the facrilege, they rang 
the alarm bell; a crowd gathered about them, and diligent. 
ſearch was made, but neither pyx nor hoſts could be found, 
Then they ran to M. Podejac, commiſſary at war and the in- 
tendant's ſubdelegate, and prayed him to examine the girl. 
He complied with their requeſt, and aſked her how ſhe came 
to know that the pyx and hoſts had been ſtolen? ſhe anſwer— 
ed with a firm voice and ſteady countenance, that having 
met the Sieur Meſtre at Milhaud, in whoſe houſe ſhe had lived 
at Montpellier, and who took her for a Hugonot, he deſired 
her to ſtep to Mr. Reynaldi's houſe, where he wanted to diſ- 
courſe with her: That the went thither, and was there told, 
that an aliembly was to be held that evening at the houſe of 
Mr. Cingla an advocate, that ſhe might come to it if ſhe 
pleaſed : That the did go, and found in a handſomely fur- 
nithed room. abeut fifty perſons aſſembled round a table, 
ſpread with very fine linnen, on which ſtood a pyx, wherein 
ſhe perceived ſome hoits : "That ſhe was extremely ſurprized 


at this, as ihe Knew not the Hugonots received the commu- 
nion 


(13.9) 
nion im both kinds: That the expreſſed her ſurpriſe, and was 
anſwered that bread or wafers was the ſame thing to them: 
That the Sieur Meſtre put on a black gown, a long ban. 1, and 
a ſquare cap, to perform the ceremony: And that as the had 
heard the Sieur Reynaldi ſay that they had left at the church 
no more than fix hoſts in a little pyx, ſne wanted to wich- 
draw, and they cauſed her to be followed by one Lapierre, a 
ſervant of the Sieur Meſtre, whom the thook oft in order to 
come immediately with her information. The tubdei-gate 
then aſked her the names of the perſons at that meeting; and 
ſhe answered, that, beſides the maſter of the he uſe, ſhe 
knew the Sieur Bonnaf:ux and his wife, and Meilrs. RCy= 
aldi and Lauret; but as for the others, ſhe Knew them only 
dy ſight. The ſubdelegate began to ſuſpeR deceit, and con- 
tented himſelf with inveſting the houſe with a party of ar- 
chers, and ordering the commanding officer to ſtand at the 
door, and watch every body that went in and out; after 
which he withdrew. In a few minutes the officer ſee- 
ing one Bourle, a Catholic, coming out of the houſe, he 
fopped and examined him, and learned, that inſtead of a 
meeting, there was nobody in the houſe but the Sieur Cingla 
and M. Sarret, bailiff, judge, and mayor of the town, who 
were ſitting up together. Ihe officer imparted the diſcovery 
to M. de Podejac, who again examined the girl, and told 
her, that having ordered the houſe to be ſearched, they had 
found nothing in it like a meeting. But this did not _ 
cert her; ſhe an{wered without the leaſt heſitation, that f 
was not fur Fe ized at it: That the noiſe made by the vicars in 
cinging the alarm bell mult naturally have made the aſſembly 
conclude as were diſcovered, and therefore they had no other 
courſe to take but to break up and diſperſe immediately. 
This anſwer being delivered with great calmneſs and aftu- 
rance, made an impreſſion, and ſeemed to diſpel all ſuſpici- 
ons of fraud. The ſubdelegate, being an upright, pru- 
dent man, reſolved to find out the truth; he ſet a ſpy upon 
the young woman, and made all the neceflary inquiries to 
come at the bottom of the affair. All circumſtances con- 
curred in ſatisfying him that ſhe was an infamous flanderer; 
that there was no mecting at the houſe in queſtion; that the 
Sieur Melitre and his valet were fictitious perſons; that the 
Sieur Bonnafoux did not ſtir out of his houſe that day, and 
had taken phylic; that he was fitting up that night with his 
wiſe and Camron, an apothecary of Milhaud and a roman 
catholic; that the Sicur Lauret, another of the parties ac- 
cuſed 
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cuſed, had ſupped and ſpent the evening with Meflrs Ale 
Boyer, a and Molenier, all three zealous catholics; ; and that 
the Sieur 8 who was {upps! ed to have ſtolen the 

pyx and the hoits, had alſo ſpent the evening in very honeſt 
company at Mr. Galli's houſe, where they play'd at quadrille, 
So many proofs detected the impoſture, and confounded the 
flanderous informer. But what became of her ? ſhe called 
for a confeſſor, and the pyx appeared again in the tabernacle, 


Hou it was brought back, no body knows. But the puniſh- 


ment inflicted on the vile wretch, who had contrived to 
ruin ſo many innocent people, was only a few months 
impriſonment. 

In the year 1742 a rumour was ſpread, that the Hugonots 
of the Cevennes had taken up arms. When the news was 
brought to court, the duke de Richelieu was ordered to re- 
Pair thither. He viſited all the ſuſpected places, and found 
pe ſigus of an inſurrection ; all the 1 were peace- 
able and dutyful. The coiners of this falſe intelligence, 
were two catholics of a place called des Vans; and they 
were puniihed for it, by one or two months impriſonment. 

In 1745 it was re por ted, that the Hugonots in the neigh- 
Montauban had alſo taken up arms : that they 
were 8500 ſtrong, headed by the Sieur de Larmiquiere, a 
man experienced in the art of war: that they deſigned to 


lay ſiege to the tow: ef Coulouze, where ſome of their 


brethren were 3 that the plot would have ſucceed- 
ed, had not too many been let into the ſecret: that their 


chief, having been informed that two regiments of dra- 


goons and two of infantry were coming againſt him, con- 


. Cealed 2 of his troops in the woods, and cauſed the reſt 


ta deſile leiſurely, ſo as to ou his enemy 080 two fires, 


in which he periec! y ſucceeded : that the king's troops have- 


ing deſcried them at ſun-riſing hafte ened to Some up with 
them; and that tho Hugon ots fel igning to be ſpent with fa- 
tigue, mached very flow, until they reached Miriganti, where 
part of their troops lay in ambuſh : that when the dragoons 
were come within two muſket ſhot, they found themſelve 

inveited on thro lideg, and at the fame time heard a multi- 
tude of voices Fy blem with ſo ſerene a counte- 
nance, that they w. little diſconcerted at it: that af- 
ter an enga agement ot two hours tne Hugonots carried off the 
ns, and that the Sieur de Larmiquiere 
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all parts of Europe, but to render the Proteſtants odious 
and not only expole them to the government's immediate re- 
ſentment, but alſo occaſion a revival of thoſe antient arrets, 
which authorized the people, upon the ringing of the alarm- 
bell, to.ſet upon their fellrw ſubjecis, and fhew them no more 
mercy than they would to mad dogs and wolves*, 

In the month of June 1744, poſitive information was 
given to the court, that the miniſter Roger, at a meeting 
held the 7th of the fame month, had read to his congrega- 
tion a piece in the form of an edit T of toleration, which he 
ſaid came from the king, and was ſigned with his own hand. 
This falſe intelligence occaſioned the following letter, which 
the king, who was then in the camp before Ypres, ordered 
. d Argenſon to write to M. de Piolenc, firſt preſident 

f the yarli iament of Grenoble. 


81 
0 I, E king is informed that on the 7th of this month, 
| one Rog ger, a preacher, having afiembled divers 
teſtants at Poujols in the diſtrict of Diots, read to 
55 the em a pretended edict, or indulto, dated the 7th of May, 
0 0 ſealed with a ſeal which he affured them was his ma- 
* is y's, whereby it appeared that he granted his ſubjects 
ib hor of conſcience, and permiſſion to aſſemble themſelves. 
* As that piece is abſolutely falſe and ſuppoſitious, and as 
* the king never did intend to derogate from the laws made 
concerning theſe matters by the late king his great grand 
father and by himſelf, his majeſty's intention 18, that you 
undeceive the people, and efface the impreſſion which 
that piece may have made; and that in expoſing the im- 
poiture of the preacher you make them ſenſible of the riſque 
they run in delivering themſelves up to the guidance of 
{uct paſtors. To this end his majeſty permits y ou to print 

this is letter, and diiperſe it whereſoever you ſhall t think pro- 
r. He alſo deſires you to proſecute the {aid Roger accord- 
© 10) ing: to law, that ſuch an example may be made of him a 
* the importance of the caſe requires.” 

T he preſident obeye \ printed a and publiſhed the letter, pro- 
Cee ed Jan ally towards verifying the accuſation, and found 
notſlag but what proved the innocence of the parties accuſed. 
The mini! ker Roger on this occaſion Wrote A letter to Ir. 
4 Argenfon, the ſubſtance of which is as follows. 

| 6. hk 
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© That he was perſuaded the proceedings againſt him xt, 
Grenoble in conſequence of his orders, fully cleared him 


of the charge of having publickly read a pretended edict of 


his majeity: That nevertheleſs he thought ſo heinous a 
calumny required him to declare in the moſt explicit man- 
ner, that if ſuch a forged piece had been found, he was 
not the author of it ; that he never read it in private, nor 
at the meetings; that he had not even ſeen it, nor ever 
heard of it till his Jordihip's letter on this ſubject was pub- 
liſhed. That he was ſenſible every ſpecies of torgery was 
a crime deſerving the ſevereſt chaitizement ; but counter- 
feiting the prince's ſeal, was treaſon of theſ econd degree. 


That, as a chriſtian, he abhorred a lye; as a ſubject, he 


reſpected all the orders of his ſovereign; and as a paſtor, 


he inſpired his flock with the ſame abhorrcnce of every 


thing that was repugnant to truth, and the ſame reſpect for 
the royal authority. That however ardently the Proteſ- 
tants in general might with for liberty of coriſcience, and 
how natural and lawful ſogyer they might think ſuch a wiſh, 
they could aſſure his lordſhip it would never impare in the 
leatt their loyalty to their auguſt monarch : That they 
waitgd for this precious liberty with perfect reſignation, de- 
manding it only by prayers and tears, and hoping to obtain 
it merely as the reward of their entire reſignation to his 
commands in all temporal matters, and of their readineſs 
to ſacrifice their lives and fortunes for his ſervice : that they 
owed him this ſubmifſion and this facrifice on a religious 
principle; but that the quality of father of his people, 
which he was ſo juſtly intitied to, ſecured him a voluntary 
homage in their hearts, io much the more glorious to him 
as he was indebted for it to none but himſelf. That if any 
piece, or any act, inconſiſtent with theſe principles, was 
attributed to them, as had been too often done, his lord- 
ſhip might conciude it was the contrivance of flan.lerers. 
That che authors of theſe calumnies blackened them with 
a view to render them odious and unworthy of his ma- 
ion; but that this was not the only motive of 


, re 
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the perſon that had accuſed him Roger) of having read a 


forced edict for liberty of conſcience: That his malignity 
bad ſuggeſted to him to diſcover, by this vile method, how 
his majeity ſtood affected in regard to the exerciſe of their 
religion: That chough his malice had bcen gratified in this 
aſt reſpect, he (Roger) hoped he would not long enjoy 


his triumph, ſ{ceing his loxdibip had found him a {landerer ; 
and 


(17) 
and that when his innocence ſhould appear on the trial for 
* the heinous crime laid to his charge, his lordſhip would 
do juſtice both to the accuſer and the accuſed.” _ 

This miniſter ought in effect to have appeared entirely in- 
nocent to the parliament of Grenoble; for having been 
taken up ſome time after, and tried before the parliament, 
they paſſed ſentence of death upon him, only for having been 
convicted of performing the functions of preacher in di- 
vers aſſemblies of Proteſtants, and in divers parts of the 
province,“ but ſaid not a word about the pretended crime 
publickly laid to his charge. 

This did not ſecure the Proteſtants from being very ſoon 
after accuſed of coining new edicts and new letters; which 
pieces the curates of Dauphiny diſperſed among the inhabi- 
tants, and the biſhop of Valence countenanced the impoſture 
in his paſtoral lettets. Whereupon the Proteſtants publiſhed 
apologies, in which they inſerted theſe forged letters, being 
perſuaded that the bare inſpection of ſuch works of darkneſs 
would be ſufficient to diſcover the ſource and deſign of them, 


and ſhew the world it was not among them, nor among 


their miniſters, that the government ought to look for the au- 
thors. wo 

Here follow the pieces, juſt as they were publiſhed and 
diſperſed by the curates of Dauphiny. They ſuppoſe that 
the king, when lying dangerouſly ill at Metz, committed the 
regency of the kingdom to the Dauphin, who then gave au- 
dience to the deputies of the Hugonots, and, on their re- 
monſtrances, granted them an edict for the exerciſe of their 


religion, 8 


| DECREE of Eovis XV: 

; OULS, by the grace of God, king of France and 

; 8 Navarre, &c. Whereas it is expedient to provide 
for the government of my kingdom during my pre- 
* ſent inability to attend it, I have judged it neceſſary to 
© commit the regency thereof to our moſt dear and well-be- 
* loved ſon, the Dauphin, to the end that he may have all 
the juriſdiction and royal authority to me belonging; pro- 
x miſing myſelf, from his great virtues, that he will admi- 

4 
e 


niſter juſtice to our faithful ſubjects. For which cauſes, 


and that credit may be given to the reſolution I have taken 
on this head, I have ordered the ſieur d'Argenſon, miniſ- 
ter and ſecretary of ſtate, — ſend, wherever it ſhall be 


© needfu! 


(18) 
© needful in my kingdom, copies of the preſent decree. G 
ven at Metz the 15th of Auguſt, 1744.” 


as * 


M. d' Argenſon's LETTER. 


: Y the.king's order, We le Voyer d' Argenſon, mini- 


c ſter and ſecretary of ſtate,give notice,thatin conſequence 
of this decree, his royal highneſs the Dauphin has begun to 
« ſign all diſpatches, and to give audience to the embaſſadors, 
to the nobleſſe, and to the people, according to the cere- 


* monial obſerved at court.” 


The Dauphin's Evicr. | 
: O Us, Dauphin of France, to all who ſhall ſee theſe 
6 preſents greeting. In conſequence of the power and 
government which the king, our moſt honoured, lord and 
© father, has committed to us by his letters patent given at 
Metz the 15th of Auguſt laſt, ſigned Louis, and under- 
* neath Le Voyer d Argenſon ſecretary and miniſter of ſtate, 
of which a copy is above ſeen ; having heard the report 
made to us by the deputies of the people of the pretended 
© reformed religion in the kingdom, and namely of the pro- 
* vinces of Languedoc, Vivarais, and Dauphiny, concerning 
© the exerciſe of the religion profeſſed by the pretended re- 
© formed, who have reſpectfully repreſented to us, by the 
© ſaid deputies, the troubles that reign in the kingdom, and 
© the apprehenſions they are under of being rigorouſly treated 
© by the parliaments of Montauban and Grenoble, from the 
© inquiries and informations daily made againſt them ; and 
* fearing to ſuffer the penalties by them incurred, purſuant 
to the declarations iſſued on this ſubject by our great grand 
© father, and namely by our moſt honoured father and king 
„the 14th of May 1724, from which we expreſsly declare 
* we do derogate ; and in conſequence, and by the power 
* which our faid father and king has committed to us, we 
permit all thoſe of the pretended reformed religion in the 
* kingdom, provinces and dependencies, to continue the 


© exerciſe of their religion in all points, impoſing filence for 


< this cauſe upon the ſaid courts and æheir attorneys general, 
and ordering the Sieur d'Argenſon ſpeedily to diſpatch co- 
* pies of the preſent regulatian to alf the provinces where 
© needful. | 5 
© Given at Verſailles the 20th September 1744. 

| Signed Louis, Dauphin of France. 
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Theſe are the pieces which the biſhop of Valence had in 
his eye in his paſtoral letter of the roth February 1746, in 
which, after having ſaid that the proteſtant miniſters, whom 
he calls ſons of darkneſs, had proclaimed on the houſe- 
« top what they only whiſpered before; that by vain hopes 
© of an approaching reſtoration of liberty of conſcience, they 
© had kindled a moſt violent deſire of it; he adds, that, in 
© order to. gain more credit, they did not bluſh to forge lets 
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che neceſſity they were under to perſuade the duke of their 


innocence, and prove that, the canticle attributed to them 
was. an ,arrant forgery, contrived only for their deſtruction. 


With this view they wrote him the following letter, dated 


December 2, 1744. 
r „„ 
II is very deplorable for the Proteſtants to have the 
8 1 moſt horrid crimes laid to their charge, and not dare 
© to complain, nor demand juſtice againſt the calumniators, 
< We are not ſurprized at the dark machinations of our e- 
© nemies to deſtroy us. How ſhould. they ſpare us, fince a 
* nobleman as reſpectable by his merit as his birth and rank, 
© is not ſcreened from their raſh reflections ? * rapes 
© It was in the month of Auguſt laſt the infamous canti- 
cle aſcribed to us, came out; and though ſo groſs a calum- 
ny ſeemed to deſerve no other notice than utter contempt, 
we thought it was our duty to write about it to M. de la 
£ Deveze, who commanded in your abſence. in this province: 
< Accordingly we ſent him a letter dated the 21ſt of the fame 
month; and upon a preſumption that that ſetter would be 
* communicated to your excellency, we made ourſelves eaſy. 
This is not the firſt inſtance of our enemies Having 
* blackened us, in order to render, us qdious. It is ſome years 
+ ſincethe prieſt of Bouquet in the dioceſe of Uſez was mur- 
« dered: they did not fail to lay it upon the Proteſtants of 
© the. place, and even committed, ſome of them to priſon; 
hut when the affair came to a tryal it was'proved that the 
* affaffins were catholics. You may eaſily fecollect, my 
lord, that it is not very long fince the Proteſtants of the Ce- 
vennes were accuſed of revolting. Your excellency made 
the neceſſary inquiries on that occaſion, and found them in- 
© nocent. Thoſe calumnies net having Had the expected fic 
* ceſs, our enemies returned to the charge with new flan- 
ders; hut we hope the truth will Comte ro/light,” and that 
« they ſhall no longer triumph, over our, ifiHocEH ce. 
+ We ſwear, my lord, we proteſt to you in preſeiſce of 
© the great ſearcher of hearts, who. will ”ahe day punifh the 
© pexjured and the hypocrites, that the execrable canticle at- 
< tributed to the Proteſtants has not been! "forged armons 
them Their religion xecommends nothitig more ftrenjoul- 
© Iy than Obedience and fidelity to che ſcperelgp. In the 
© Files we make 40 our Paople te ce in on ti 
$ article, as may be attcked by a conſiderable number of C 
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tholics, whoſe curioſity has led them to our religious Aſſem 
blies: they can tell whether they ever heard ſuch a canticle 
ſung amongſt us, or whether we do any thing inconſiſtent 
with the good of the ſtate, They have been witneſſes of 
our fervent prayers to the king of kings for our auguſt ſove- 
reign, for the queen, the dauphin, and all the royal fami- 
ly; as alſo for all the nobility and magiſtrates of the king- 
dom, and for your. excellency in particular. | 
It would not be difficult to diſcover the author of the o- 
dious canticle in queſtion; but, my lord, the Proteſtants 
being deſtitute of every kind of authority, cannot 
make any legal inquiries into this matter. Common fame 
points at a Catholic as the author; a prieſt of the city of 
Nimes has diſperſed copies of 1t publickly enough.” M. Le 
Brun, commandant of the town Alais, not long ſince ap- 
prehended a Catholic that was ſinging it. If your excel- 
lency would appoint a commiſſary, we dare ſay his enqui- 
ries would not be fruitleſs, and the innocence of the Pro- 
teſtants would become more manifeſt, 
© It is impoſſible, my lord, to expreſs how much we are 
grieved to find ourſelves unable to make our auguſt monarch 
acquainted with our ſentiments. O, that he could fee into 
our hearts! there he would find engraved, in characters 
indelible, the moſt profound reſpect, the moſt ardent affec- 
tion for his ſacred perſon, and a loyalty that will ſtand any 
telt. If we have religious meetings, they are not held in 
contempt of his majeſty's orders, nor to cabal againſt the 
ſtate: we afiemble only, as God is Witneſs, to obey the 
dictates of conſcience, to pay our homage to the Almighty 
in the manner we judge moſt agrecable to him, to be in- 
ſtructed in our duties, and to excite one another to practiſe 
them. And this, far from being inconſiſtent with the good 
of the ſtate, ſeems to us the moſt ſolid foundation of it. 
* We hope that yourexcellency's humanity, which is ſo 
highly and fo juſtly extolled, will induce you to excule 
the liberty we take, and do juſtice to our innocence. _ 
* Favourite of a kinz whom we tenderly love, and for 
whoſe ſervice we are ready to facrifice our lives and for- 
tunes, vouchſafe to ſpeak a word to him on our be- 
half 
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ARTICLE II. 


The capture of children; and the manner in which the ge- 
vernment proceeds againſt the fathers of ſuch children as 
cannot be found, or Ju out of confinement. © 


V E R fince the revocation of the edi of Nants theſe 

captures have been continued in all the provinces; but 
of late years Poitou, the upper and lower Languedoc, the 
Vivarais, and Normandy, ſeem to have furniſhed more ex- 
amples of them than the other provinces. I ſhall confine 
myſelf to ſome inſtances in the lower Normandy, the liſt 
of which 1s as follows : | 


Lift of children taken from their parents in Normandy. 


Dates. Names. Age. Place of abode, 
5 ig Anna Michaela Morin 14 . | 
% Dh” © Johanna Margaret, her Caen, 
5 ſiſter 133 - 
Martha de la Barre du Bois 19 
July 5. Frances and — 18 & St, Lo. 
; Joan, her Siſters — 12 
Mary Harivel — 13 | ; 
Magdalen, her ſiſter — 11 d LaGuenoniere, 
James Vardon — 13 . 8 
Anne, He 10 Pariſh of Athis. 
John, ſon of Robert le Baliff, 11 
1748. Oct. F and; - La Morinay. 
124 James, his brother | 8 . | 
Anne Lucas —— 11 : 
Catherine, her ſiſter | oy Nen Hen. 
| | 
OO of FEE Mar- 80 La Reberis, 
Catherine Chauffret 8 La Bunehere. 
Margaret de Lecluſe 14 TN wa... 
GA. 31. Anne Charlotte de Lecluſe = gn. 
| Henry Roux + 14 
Nov. 1. John, his brother, and 12 & Chefrene. 
Mary, their ſiſter 10, 
Lewis du Hamel 187 
— 31 4 John his brother, and I 0 St .Ebremont. 
Catherine, their ſiſter I2 FE: | 
| | | A pariſh near 
1749. Jan. 9. Lucas — „ de eon. 


Feb. 4. John Paiſan —— 13 Caen. 


Anne 


C23 } 


Dates. Names. Age. Place of abode. 
: St. Honorine la 
1750. Jan.) Anne Boine — 10 dot: 
I { Mary le Ballif on 6 Lauteloie. 
: James Lewis Francis Dagneaux 9 i 
Feb. 13. FJ Mary, his ſiſter | 8 Devjumean 
Suſanna du Hamel — Belleſme. 


To form a juſt idea of the manner in which theſe cap- 
tures were made in Normandy, we muſt figure to ourſelves 
cohorts of archers headed by divers curates, among whom 
were the Sieur Houvet, prieſt of thepariſh of Athis, and Meil. 
Verger and Grenier, his vicars, who flew from pariſh to 
pariſh ; beſetting houſes in the dead of night, with hideous 
outcries awaking the people out of their fleep, thundering 
at their doors, and breaking down with hatchets thoſe that 
were not immediately opened. In this manner was the door 
of Peter Marchand, alias La Foſſe, dealer in granadoes, 
broke open by the curate Houvet. Behold them rufhing into 
the houſes, with ſwords in their hands, and blaſphemy 
in their mouths, ſearching every hole and corner, and throw- 
ing all things into confuſion, until they had found the prey 
that was the object of ſo much violence, and has been the 
cauſe of ſuch floods of tears; the prey, which they fre- 
quently carried off almoſt naked, without being moved iu 
the leaſt by outcries, piercing enough to make the herceſt 
ſavages relent ; while the unhappy fathers and mothers (who, 
ſeeing the deareſt things ih the world torn from them, for- 
got the danger, and prompted by rage and deſpair, ſtrove to 
reſcue their offspring out of the hands of theſe miniſters of 
perſecution) were inſulted, repulſed, and cruelly beaten. It 
was here that we might ſee thoie diſmal ſcenes acted over a- 
gain, which a biſhop has ſo ſtrongly painted in his account 
of the edict of Immanuel II. king of Portugal, by which 
all the male children of the Jews under fourteen years old, 
were ordered to be taken from their parents, and brought 
up in the chriſtian faith. The reverend hiſtorian, having 
hrſt obſerved, that this method, in the execution, was ini- 
quitous and unjuſt, being warranted neither by law nor reli. 
gion, though it ſeemed to proceed from a good intention, 
and had an appearance of piety, proceeds thus: © Tt 
* was a ſhocking ſpectacle to behold infants ſnatched from the 
* mothers breaſt, and children torn from the arms of their 
tathers, who were beaten with clubs to make them let go 
their hold; while the ſhouts of the ſoldiers ſtruck terror 
all around, and the ſhrieks of the women pierced the ſkies.” 
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ARTICLE IL 


The capture of children; and the manner in which the go- 
vernment proceeds againſt the fathers of ſuch children as 
cannot be found, or e/capy out of confinement. | 


V E R fince the revocation of the edict of Nants theſe 
captures have been continued in all the provinces; but 
of late years Poitou, the upper and lower Languedoc, the 
Vivarais, and Normandy, ſeem to have furniſhed more ex- 
amples of them than the other provinces. I ſhall confine 
myſelf to ſome inſtances in the lower Normandy, the liſt 


of which is as follows : 


Lift of children taken from their parents in Nor mandy. 


Dates. Names. Age. Place of abode. 
6. M Anna Michaela Morin 14 v7 | 
_ M. Johanna Margaret, her Caen. 
OY” ſiſter 133 
Martha de la Barre du Bois 19 
July 5. Frances and — 18 St. Lo. 
(Joan, her Siſters — 7 
Mary Harivel — 13 e 
Magdalen, her ſiſter — Il d L. aGuenoniere. 
James Vardon — 13 2 
| Anne, 8 10 Pariſh of Athis. 
John, ſon of Robert le Baliff, 11 
1748. Oct. and: La , 
= 12" | James, his . 8 
Anne Lucas — 11 
Catherine, her ſiſter as Vieux Hetre. 
N. eee ee of ee Mar- 2 3 
Catherine Chauffret 8 La Bunehere. 
| Margaret de Lecluſe 5 3 LS, 
OR. 31. Anne Charlotte de Lecluſe 53 * 
8 Henry Rou«õ 1 
Nov. 1. John, his brother, and Cheſrene. 
_ { Mary, their ſiſter 10 5 
Lewis du Hamel I 17 | 
— 31 4 John his brother, and St. Ebremont 
Catherine, their ſiſter 12 3 
1749. Jan. 9. Lucas — 14 A pari 8 


Feb. 4. John Paiſan —— 


— — — 
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Dates. Names. Age. Place of abode, 
| ; St. Honorine la 
1750. Jan. ) Anne Boine — 10 8 eee 
15 Mary le Ballif —— 6 Lauteloie. 


0.2 5x. 
Mary, his ſiſter 8 Deujumeau. 


Suſanna du Hamel — Belleſme. 

To form a juſt idea of the manner in which theſe cap- 
tures were made in Normandy, we muſt figure to ourſelves 
cohorts of archers headed by divers curates, among whom 
were the Sieur Houvet, prieſt of the pariſh of Athis, and Mel. 


| James Lewis Francis Dagneaux 
Feb. 13. j 


| Verger and Grenier, his vicars, who flew from pariſh to 


pariſh ; beſetting houſes in the dead of night, with hideous 
outcries awaking the people out of their fleep, thundering 
at their doors, and breaking down with hatchets thoſe that 
were not immediately opened. In this manner was the door 
of Peter Marchand, alias La Foſſe, dealer in granadoes, 
broke open by the curate Houvet. Behold them ruſhing into 
the houſes, with ſwords in their hands, and blaſphemy 
in their mouths, ſearching every hole and corner, and throw- 
ing all things into confuſion, until they had found the prey 
that was the object of ſo much violence, and has been the 
cauſe of ſuch floods of tears; the prey, which they fre- 
quently carried off almoſt naked, without being moved iu 
the leaſt by outcries, piercing enough to make the fierceſt 
ſavages relent; while the unhappy fathers and mothers (who, 
ſeeing the deareſt things ih the world torn from them, for- 
got the danger, and prompted by rage and deſpair, ſtrove to 
reſcue their offspring out of the hands of theſe miniſters of 
perſecution) were inſulted, repulſed, and cruelly beaten, It 
was here that we might ſee thoſe diſmal ſcenes acted over a- 
gain, which a biſhop has ſo ſtrongly painted in his account 
of the edict of Immanuel II. king of Portugal, by which 
all the male children of the Jews under fourteen years old, 
were ordered to be taken from their parents, and brought 
up in the chriſtian faith. The reverend hiſtorian, having 
firſt obſerved, that this method, in the execution, was ini- 
quitous and unjuſt, being warranted neither by law nor reli- 
gion, though 1t ſeemed to proceed from a good intention, 
and had an appearance of piety, proceeds thus: It 
was a ſhocking ſpectacle to behold infants ſnatched from the 
_ © mothers breaſt, and children torn from the arms of their 
* fathers, who were beaten with clubs to make them let go 
© their hold; while the ſhouts of the ſoldiers ſtruck terror 
* all around, and the ſhrieks of the women pierced the ſkies.” 
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| Theſe captures threw the Proteſtants of Normandy into 
ſuch a conſternation, that upwards of fix hundred immedi- 
ately went oft to foreign Parts with as much money and 
effects as they could collect together, 


Though this method of bringing children into the pale of 
the church may ſeem laudable in the intention, it appears 


quite otherwiſe in the execution. The Proteſtants repre- 


ſented, long ago, that it deprived nature of its priviledges, 
offered violence to the conſciences of men, was repugnant 
to the principles of the civil and canon laws, and an in- 
fringment upon the conſtant and ordinary rules of parlia- 
ments; that it alſo deprived religion of the glory of keep- 
ing equitable meaſures, agreeable to the practice of the an- 
cient church, and furniſhed foreign nations with an example 
which might be of dangerous conſequence. They obſerved, 
that the natural rights of mankind were invaded in the moſt 
tender point, by forcing children from the arms of their pa- 
rents, at thoſe years which are the fitteſt for receiving in- 
ſtruction: that the conſcience was thereby diſturbed in the 


moſt cruel manner, as the, paternal authority is one of the 


moſt indiſpenſible duties, which conſcience is to give an ac- 
count of to God, parents being accountable to him for all 
that their children do till they come to years of diſcretion : 
that it was repugnant to the civil and canon laws ; for if chil- 
dren have a right, before the age of puberty to make choice 
of a religion; which is the moſt important act in life, why 
may they not as well be allowed to make a will, give 
evidence in any caſe before a court of judicature, make 
vows, or tranſact any other buſineſs ? That by this the 
conſtant and ordinary rules cf the parliaments, which 
have always exempted children from capital penalties, will 
be aboliſhed ; for by rendering children capable of changing 
their religion, they are at the ſame time made capable of 
falling into the crime of thoſe that are ſtiled relapſers, and 
conſequently liable to the capital penalties enacted in the or- 
dinances againſt a relapſe : that the romiſh religion is de- 
prived of the glory of keeping equitable meaſures, agreea- 
ble to the practice of the antient church, fince ſhe gives 
room for ſaying, that the accepts of converſions at an age 
when reaſon has no ſolidity, and judgment is wavering, 
and, conſequently, when a change of religion cannot pro- 
ceed from a lawful or an honourable choice, in which ſhe 
manifeſtly deviates from the practice of the chriſtian church ; 
for ſuppoſing the Proteſtants to be heretics, it is certam 
chat the ancient church never deprived infidel parents e 
15 3 | lived 
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ved in the ſame civil ſociety, of their children under the 
ace of puberty. In ſhort, that by this method an example 
of dangerous conſequence was ſct to foreign nations both 
chriſtians and infidels, who might from thence think them- 
ſelves well warranted to practice the ſame with all who are 
not of their religion. To which it may be added, that the 

penſions which the parents are obliged to pay for the main- 
tenance of their children, prove the ruin of many families. 
And thus, by a fad inverſion of the order of nature, thote 


who were born to be the props of a houſe, are made the in- 


ſtruments to pull it down: for, admitting that thoſe penſions 


were exacted proportionably to the eſtate or income of the 
parents, it is eaſy to be conceived that a father who decent! 
maintains his children while they live under his own roof, 
and eat at the ſame table, cannot ſubſiſt them ſeperately with- 
out diminiſhing his fortune. I know many inſtances of fathers 
being quits ruined 1n this manner, or reduced fo low, that 
it was with the utmoſt difficulty they could raiſe money e- 
nough to pay their taxes to the government. 

I come now to conſider a ſeverer hardſhip impoſed upon 


thoſe unhappy parents; and that is, their being made anſwera- 


ble for their children's eluding the ſearch, or eſcaping out of 


che convents and other houſes where they are confined till the 
time of conyerſion : And here I could produce long lifts of 
fathers fined or impriſoned on this account; but ſhall confine 
myſelf to two inſtances, the one of Mr Lucas who reſided 
near Alencon, the other of Mr. Empetat who lived in the 
neighbourhood of Die. 

One of Lucas's children was taken up the 19th of January 
1749, being then twelve years old, and ſent to the houſe of 
the new catholics at Alencon, from whence he found means 
to eſcape the 5th of April following. The news of this eſcape 
no ivoner reached the intendant than he ordered the father to 
be taken into cuſtody. The archers accordingly poſted a- 


way to Lucas's houſe, ſearched every hole and corner of it, 
and not finding 


g him, broke all his goods in pieces, and di- 
vided among them four hundred livres that were found in his 
buroe. At laſt Lucas was diſcovered in the quarries of Ran- 
ville on the river of Caen, whither he had fled, as well to 
eſcape the archers who were conſtantly looking out for him, 
as to earn a ſcanty ſubſiſtance: He was taken on the 22d of 
May, and carried to Alengon jail. Being examined in re- 
gard to his ſon, he anſwered, that he knew not where he 
was; upon a ſecond examination, his anſwer was the ſame; 


aud we are well aſſured, that he ſpoke nothing but the 5h : 
| e vei- 
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Nevertheleſs, poor Lucas was thrown into a dungeon, where 
he has remained ever ſince, his wretched family all the while 
wandering from place to place, and begging their bread, 
Among the many children whom the biſhop of Die cauſed 
to be carried off from their parents, there was one of twelve 
years of age, who in the beginning of this year found means 
to eſcape from the houſe of propagation, where the biſhop 
has them inſtructed in the Ronuſh religion. The father, 
whoſe name is Empetat, was immediately ordered to ſeek 
his ſon and bring him back. Accordingly he ſet out, and 
fpared no pains to find the lad: At every town and village 
he called at. he took care to procure authentic certificates of 
his diligent jearch; but all his pains were fruitleſs, he could 
get no tidings of his ſon. To the teſtimonials of his dili- 
Fence in this affair the governor of Cret annexed a letter to 
the - commanding officer at Die: The poor man returned 
with all theſe vouchers in his favour, and delivered them to 
the proper perſons; but, inſtead of regarding them, they 
committed him to priſon, where he remains at this hour, 
In 174.8, the Sieur Morand, merchant at Die, Rey of 


Chatillon, and Andre of Saillans, were taken up at the in- 


ſtigation of the abovementioned prelate, becauſe their chil- 
dren had broke out of tie houſe of propagation, and were 
conſined a long time in the tower of Cret. 


FR TICHEE ME 


The fines and impriſonments which the Proteſtants are ſubjecttd 
to, for the chriſtenings and marriages celebrated by their own 


miniſters. 


1 SHALL begin with the chriſtenings. The Proteſ- 
tants urge three or four reaſons why they cannot ſuffer 
their children to be baptized by the curates. The firſt is, 
that baptiſm being not only the ſeal of the promiſes which 
God has made in Jeſus Chriſt, but alſo a mark of commu- 
nion with that church in which it is received, their children 
cannot be baptized in the Romiſh church, without being 
deemed members of that church; which would be repug- 
nant to their ſentiment concerning the Romiſh communion, 
and to the obligations of conſcience. 

'The ſecond reaſon is deduced from the pretenſions formed 
by the Catholic church to the children baptized within her 


own pale , She looks upon them as her property, and as be- 
£-+. 


( 


ing bound to live and die in the faith ſhe profeſſes; and there- 
on ſhe grounds the right ſhe aſſumes to carry off children 
from their parents, in order to give them a chriſtian e du- 
cation in monaſteries, as hath been decreed in the both ca- 
non of the fourth council of Toledo. It is in conſequence of 
this notion that the author of the criticiſm on the paitoral let- 
ters of the miniſter Fur:eu, page 106, aſſerts, that the church 
has full power over thoſe that have received baptiſm, juſt as 
the king has a right to the money coined in his name. Ever 

man muſt be ſenſible, that the more ſtreſs is laid on this a: 
gument, the more averſe muſt the Proteſtants be to the tute 
tering their children to be baptized by the curajes ; the ob- 
ligation they are under to bring up their offspring in the 
knowledge of that which they believe to be the only true re- 
ligion, and the tender concern they muſt needs have for the 
ſalvation of objects ſo dear to them, are invincible bars to it. 
Knowing the claims of the Romiſh church to the children 


„„ 
baptized in it, Proteſtant parents cannot conſent to ſuch bap- 


ght 


O 


= ſuffering their children to be baptized into the church of 
ome. 7” 

Their third reaſon againſt this baptiſm, is the promiſe re- 
quired of them by the curates, to educate their children in 
the principles of the Romiſh church. But every one ſees, 
that, on their own principles, they cannot make ſuch a pro- 
miſe, without being guilty of inexcuſable baſeneſs, and an 
at of hypocriſy ſo much the more to be condemned, as it 
would be committed at the foot of the altar. Nevertheleſs, 
they are commanded by the king's declarations, to bring their 
children to be chriſtened by the curates; and thoſe who fail 
to do it, or have had them baptized by their own miniſters, 
are fined, and oftentimes impriſoned; of which I ſhall give 
ſome examples. ww i 
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In 1745, the wife of John Gitard, an | inhabitant of Ma- 
rigne, near Die, being delivered of a dead child, the father 
was accuſed of having either neglected to get this child bap- 
tized at the pariſh church, or cauſed it to be chriſtened by a 
Proteſtant miniſter ; for which pretended neglect M. d' Au- 
diffret, commandant in the diſtrict of Die, made him Pay a 
fine of twelve louis d'ors, 7. e. about twelve guineas. For a 
caſe of much the ſame nature, John Bouar, an inhabitant 
of the ſame place, was ordered to be taken into cuſtody ; of 
which having had early notice, he offered the mind 
thirty louis q ors, by way of ranſom ; but the offer being 
refuted, becaufe a larger fum was expected, Bouat abſcond- 
cd, and wandered about the country, to avoid a proſecution, 

ohn Raveau and Peter Guerin, of Mexe in Xaintonge, 
were taken up in June 1746, having had their children chriſ- 
tened at a meeting held near Jarnac on Charante. 

In the month of September, the ſame year four perſons 
were apprehended in Normandy, for refuſing to let their 
children be baptized by the curates ; and their eſtates, goods 
and chattels were fold without even the ſhadow of a legal 
proceſs. Two of them were diſcharged out of priſon the 


5th of June 1747, on paying down 249 livres; and of the 


other two, one whoſe name is Gauſſelin ſtill lies in jail at 


Rouen. 

In the month of October 1750, the ſub-delegates of the 
intendant of Montpellier proceeded againſt Figuiere of Barre, 
Sailler of Sauve, and Mourgues of St, Hypolite in the Ce- 
vennes, and alſo againſt a man and two women of Pont de 
Larſin the Upper Languedoc, for having had their children 
chriſtended by their own miniſters ; and they were all ſen- 
tenced to impriſonment, and a fine of 500 livres each, be- 
hdes the charges of the proſecution, which did not fall 
much ſhort of the fine; and the children were ordered to be 
re-baptized.* 

In the month of April 1751, the intendant of Montpellier 
gave notice to all the Proteſtants in his generality, that thoſe 
who had got their children chriſtened in the deſert, ſhould 

bring 


The third canon of the council of 'T 2 hath thus decreed 
concerning baptiſm: F ary man Jay that baptiſm conferred by 
Heretics in: he naue of the Father, Sen and Holy Cee, <vith ar 
intention to do what the church dots, ic not à true or cad ba aptiſm, 
At him be accused. | 
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bring them to church within a fortnight at fartheſt, in order 
to their receiving the ſupplement to the baptiſmal ceremo- 
nies; and at the ſame time he enjoined the curates and con- 
ſuls to ſend him lifts of thoſe who ſhould be fo ill adviſed as 
to diſobey this order, that the penalties thereby incurred 
might be inflicted on them. He even charged the curates 
and conſuls to notify to the Proteſtauts in their reſpective 
diſtricts, that ſuch as ſhould be daring enough to have their 
children baptized in the deſert, were to expect no favour. 
« The intendant thinks them fo much the more unworthy 
of mercy, as they never denied that the baptiſm admini- 
ſtered to their children by Catholic curates was very valid; 
and therefore,“ ſays he, “ to ſpurn at what is required of 
them for the preſent and for the future, and expoſe them- 
ſelves. to heavy pains and penalties, by their ina about 
nothing would be a diſobedience to the king's orders, which 
could not be excuſed by a religious motive.” To which the 
<« Proteſtants reply, that they preſume to hope, that the 
three or four reaſons alledged above, if well weighed, would 
juſtify © their refuſal; and perſuade every . candid, impartial 
man, that though they acknowledge the baptiſm conferred 
in the Romiſh church to be valid, their opinion or ob/{tnacy 25 
ot about nothing, and that their diſobedience is not deſti- 
tute of real and Jawful religious motives, ſince it is ground- 
ed on the cogent reaſons urged above. | 

Ass to their marriages, they ſay, that the formalities and 
the probations required of them, are the obſtacle to their ha- 
ving them celebrated by the curates. Theſe probations are not 


the ſame every where, The Abbe Robert, grand provoſt of 


the cathedral of Nimes, in a memorial he addreſſed to the 
late cardinal de Fleury in 1726, fays that thefe trials are arbi- 
trary; the biſhops enjoining what they pleaſe: That ſome 
of them exact four months, ſome fix, and others a whole 
year, Inthe dioceſe of Montpellier, the new converts muſt 
be aſſiduous at the homily and high maſs * ſix months ſuc- 
ceffively, and in the mean while be frequently examined 
touching their reſolution to live and die in tae Catholic, A- 


poſtolic and Romith religion; and if they would have their 


marriage celebrated, they muſt anſwer in the afirmative. 
Biſhop Flechier ſays, + © If any one epenlv profeſſes Cal- 
* viniim; if he docs not even ſolemnly abjure it; if he tells 
| | 8 


See the biſhop of Montpellier's circular letter to all the cu- 
rates of his dioceſe, dated October 21, 1699. 
Lettres choiſes, tom 1. lett. xvin 
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me chat he does not believe ſome articles of our faith; if 
he only affects to perform the function of a Catholic; I ſhall 
hold him unworthy of the eccleſiaſtic benediction, inca- 
pable of receiving the grace of the ſacrament, and will 
not conſent to the Prieft s marrying him.” 

According to the regulations of the biſhop of Mende, a 
new convert that would marry, is obliged to go through an 
uninterrupted courſe of inſtruction for ſix months, and not 
only declare that he will live and die in the Catholic religion, 
but alſo promiſe it upon oath before the altar. 

In the dioceſe of Uſez, a new convert in the ſame caſe, 
is obliged to declare, that he makes profeſſion of the Ca- 
tholic, Apoſtolic and Romiſh religion; that he acknowledges 
it to be the only true religion, out of which there is no ſal- 
vation, and in which he {wears and proteſts he will both 
live and die, abjuring and deteſting with his whole heart the 
ſect of Calvin, and all the errors that were taught by him, 
and anathematized by the Catholic, Apoſtolic and Romiſh 
church; conſenting to paſs for a perjured miſcreant, with: 
out honour and without faith, if ever he acts contrary to 
this his declaration. 

Such conditions are ſo incompatible with their. avowed 
principles and the dictates of conſcience, that they cannot 

cloſe with them, without rendering themſelves guilty of a 
complication of crimes, ſuch as Haſe prevarication, perjury, 
hypocriſy,. Oc. 

And yet they muſt either do * or run the riſque of have- 
ing their marriages celebrated by their own miniſters. 
Flying from their country is forbid, living in uncleanneſs is 
too culpable and too odious; celibacy is impoſſible, at leaſt 
to the major part of them, and equally repugnant to the de- 
ſign of the author of nature and the intereſt of the kingdom. 
But in following the only courſe that is left them to take, 
to what hardſhips and dangers are they not expoſed? The 
following inſtances will give ſome idea of them. 

The 25th of March-—-the Parliament of Grenoble cau- 
ſed the ſieurs Vieux and Rangier to be apprehended On this 
account, and committed them to priſon, where they lay 
ſeveral vears. 

By ſudg: nent given the 19th 0 Nov ember, 1746, M. 
Barenti: 1, intendant of "_ hel, ned Peter Fauconnet 
and Joan Bouclier, John Blais and joan Mechinet, Elias 


Fieurr and Mary Brouard; all q rotcitants and inhabitants of 
Raintonge, 


. 


5 


„ 
Xaintonge, for having g joined together in matrimony without 
obſerving the formale preſcribed; and forbad them to 
frequent, converſe, or cohabit together, or even to call 
one another huſband and wife. 

Paul Garry of Bellegarde, and Olympia Maffie of the 
pariſh of Sapiac; Raymond Gaillard of the pariſh of Leo- 
jac, and Mary Vernhes of Bellegarde ; Bartholomew 
Coſte of St Martial; Jacob Cauſſade of the pariſhof Leojac, 
and Joan Ferme; having been married by a miniſter at a 
meeting held the 27th of September, 1746, were on the 
17th of Decemper following ſentenced by M. VPEſcalopier, 
intendant of Montauban, the men to the gallies for ever, 
and the women to be confined for life in the general hoſpital 


of Montauban. 
The 22d of April, 17 48, Metifiot and Abraham Merle, 


of a place called Livron, were taken up, and committed to 


priſon at Grenoble ; and the effects of eight other perſons 
were diſtrained. 

M. de Patteville, a gentleman in the neighbourhood of 
Revel and his wite, were > taken up the 1 3th of April, 1749, 
and confined, the huſband in Breſcou Fort, and the wife in 
2 Convent at Montpellier. The Sieur Bouſanquet a barriſter 
of la Salle in the Cevennes, and his ſpouſe, were alſo arreſted 
on the like account; he was carried to one of the towers of 
Aiguemortes, and ſhe to a convent at Anduſe, 

Francis Bourgal and Mary Rouffai ; Stephen Doumeng 

and Anne Roufiac; Peter Fagez ain Anne Villa; John 


Vogez and Anne Roujal ; ; Peter Lafons and Jane Derieu, 


all in the county of Foix, had writs of arreſt iſſued out a- 


gainſt them, for having been married by Proteſtant miniſters. 

For the ſame cauſe the parliament of Bourdeaux, by an 
arret of the 21ſt of May, 1749, ordered the forty-ſix per- 
ſons, whoſe Names are here {ubjoined, © to, part fortwith at- 
* ter the publication of the arret ; forbid them to keep any 
© communication with each other, on pain of exemplary 
« puniſhment; declared their cohabitation in conſequenice of 
« ſuch pretended marriages (bleſſed by miniſters) to be con- 
« Cubinage; and the iſſue they had already had thereby, or 
might yet have, to be illegitimate and baſtards and, 2. 
0 ſuch, incapable of any ſueceſſion, whether direct or col- 
« lateral, and of all other civil rights and -Prerogatives attri- 
« buted to lawfully begotten children. 
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Towns and Pariſhes, 


Names. N g 
Peter Montes and 
Mary Libaud 


James Merlet and 2 


Catherine Cornevin 

John La Croix and 

Jane David 

James Bire and Mary Gillet | 
Joſeph Lavocat and Mary Libaud 


James Roulin and Magdalen 5 


Chevalier 
John Batard and 
Mary David 
Gabriel Robin and 
Anne Rondeau 


Lewis Daunis and 


Mary Aime 


Simon Chauvin and 


Magdalen Morice 


John Andre and 

Gabriela Geoffro: 

John Nogue and Mary Couturier 
Peter Mignon and 

Mary Gier | 

Pete Baumard and Mary Gautier 
John Baumard and Jane Puſſot 
Peter Ervez and Mary Moncleau 


Peter Bourderon and Suſanna J 


Grillon 
; 
| 


John Bourdonneau and Mary 
Corbeau 
Daniel Lavocat and Mary Cha- 


peron 


Peter Ganier and Anne Guillon 9 


Broſſet Clinet and Mary Judith 
Palaſtre 

Francis Robinet and Elizabeth 
Graflet 

Peter Robineau and Elizabeth | 


Glori | '4 


Jonſac 
Ozillac 


Jonſac 


Jonſac . 


St. Genis 
Jonſac 
Ozillac 


Jonſac 


St. Fort 
St. Genis 


(jemoſac 
Pons 

St. Fort 
Lorignac 
ae 
Epargne 
Jonſac 


Marſac 


Gemoſac 


Lignieres 


Bonneuil 
Segonſac 
Segonſac 
degonſas 


* I he liſt is defec- 
tive here; ſo that it does 
not appear whether all 
theſe perſons belonged to 
Segonſac, or to ſome 0 
ther places. 


The fame Fihalnent, and for the like cauſe, by its arret 
of the 17th December 1749, declared the cohabitation of 
the 18, perſons following, in conſequence of their marriages, 


te be * elſe but firnicatian; and the (que thereof illegi- 
timate 


8 
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timate and ſpurious, and as ſuch, incapable of any ſucceſſion 
2+ inheritance, Moreover, it condemned the men to the 
gallies for euer; and the women ts be Hhaved and confined in 
the wprk-houſe of Bourdecaux, aud the portions given them in 
marriage to remain appropriated towards the ſupport of the 
ſaid work-houſe. Beſides which, the ſaid arret decreed, 
that the certificates delivered by the miniſters that gave 
© them the nuptial bleſſing, which had been produced on the 
© trials, ſhould be delivered over to the hangman in order 
to their being burnt by him in the ſquare of Lombiere pa- 
ace; and that the pretended married couples, named in 
© the ſaid certificates, ſhould be preſent at this execution.” 
Theſe are the names of thoſe 18 perſons: _ 

Anthony Brian* and Jane Panchaud, Stephen Mingaud 
and Anne Bernard, Raymond Bayard and Charlot Pechader- 
cue, Iſaac Tavert and Catherine Bedene, John Pechader- 
cue and Martha Saraſin, Joſeph Lavigne and Mary Char- 
dourne, Iſaac Rogues and Mary Giral, Peter Chevalier and 
Mary Cavalier, Peter Augiere and Catherine Sauvage. 

Towards the end of the year 1750, the following perſons 


were ſentenced to impriſonment, large fines and heavy char- 


ges of proſecution, ig. 
Valat of Barre, Henry Mazelet, 


of St. John of Gardonnenque in the Cevennes 


—— Puech of Figaret of St. Hy- 

polite de Balaruc 

The Wife of the Sieur Coutelle } | 

The Wite of the Sieur Rouze of the Vans in Vivarais 
—.—g Eldin J | 


A.RFI1C4 6 +£. 
The various ways of puniſhing the Proteſtants, on account of 
the aſſemblies convoked for divine ſervice. _ 

FS inſtances of this kind are ſo numerous, that I do 
1 not well know where to begin the account. I could 
ſet out with a liſt of above 600 pritoners, all taken up fince 
1744, in the Upper and Lower Languedoc, Upper and 
ower Cevennes, Vivarais, Dauphiny, Provence, county 
o Foix, Saintonge, and Poitou; among whom there are 
many gentlemen, barriſters, phyſicians, ſubſtantial citizens, 
nich merchants and tradeſmen, who have ſuffered long and 


cruel confinement, and were not releaſed withoutarbitr#y and 
| 3 ruinous 


: % This man is now ſettled on Mr. Adderly's lands at Inniſpannon 
e died in France of fatigue, after having travelled above 600 
ers 78 order to make her eſcape with her huſband, 
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ruinous fines and contributions. I might alſo produce anc. 
ther liſt of upwards of 800 perſons ſentenced to divers pe- 
nalties, among whom there are more than eighty gentle- 
men. 

The parliament of Grenoble alone ſummoned upwards. 
of 250 perſons in the months of Auguſt, October and No- 
vember, 1744, and put them to a great expence, both in 
travelling-charges and Law-charges. In the month c: July 
x746, that parliament appointed a commiſſion, to take in- 
formations on the ſpot againſt ſuch Proteſtants as were ſuſ- 
pected of having aſſiſted at the meetings ; which conſiſted 
of the Sieur Cotte commiſſary, a recorder, an attorney, and 
a tip-ſtaff, who were attended by a party of marſhalſea-men, 
and a detachment of 200 foot ſoldiers. At every place in 


2 their progreſs they ſent for the curates, and ſuch perſons as 


were appointed to inform againſt thoſe that went to the meet- 
ings ; and as ſoon as the informations were taken, all the 
parties accuſed were ſerved with ſub-pcenas; and if they ap- 
peared, they were committed to prijon, which was the hard 
fate of a great number of them. | 

The ſame parliament, by its arrets of the 6th, gth, and 
17th of February, 2d and 17th of March, 4th, 5th, 7th, 
11th, and 22d of May, 28th of Septemher, 15th of Octo- 
ber and 6th of November 1745, 2d of April and 23d of Sep- 
tember 1746, condemned upwards of 300 perſons, ſoms to 
death, ſome to the gallies, others to whiping, baniſhment, 
impriſonment temporary and perpetual, degradation from no- 
bleſſe, fines, &c. 1 

The article of the fines is very conſiderable. That the 
world may have a right notion of it, I ſhall ſubjoiu a liſt of 
a very ſmall number of thoſe: who have been obliged to pay 
ſince the year 1744, either in a collective body, or as ind: 
viduals. 

I fay in a collective body, becauſe in 1728 the province 
of Languedoc was divided into 143 diſtricts, each contain- 
ing a number of cities, towns, villages and hamlets ; and 
when a meeting was held in any of thoſe diſtricts, all the 
Proteſtants that inhabited them were made anſwerable for it 

J begin with the lift of theſe, which is divided into four 
columns; the firit ſhewing the date of the ſentence, the ſe- 
cond the name of the chief place in the diſtrict, the third the 
fine, and the fourth the charges of the proſecution. 


- 


Dates. 


Diſtricts. | Fines. 

I 744. ] "Livres. 

Feb. 2. | St. Hypolite 1500 

1745 | 

Jan. 28, | Puilaurens boo 

March 4] Chambon | 300 

| Arpallargues t 000 
7 — 141 Montpellier 1000 

5 Caſtelnau de | 

| March 25 Seothic ; 2000 
| 5 Be Caune 2000 
F April 4 | Montpellier I 000 
Puilaurens 2030 

N —— 6 | St. Amand | 4090 
L —— 17 | Nimes 3000 
5 21 Baron ooo 
Nov. 2 | St. Amand - 300 
e 30 | Mazamet 2000 
Dec. 13 | St. Ambroix 2000 

| —— 18 | Roquecourbe 3508 
— 27 | St. Hypolite ] 2000 
i 12 
| pn: 5. | Mus 300 
2 deb. 25 | Clarenſac 1000 
Z March 8 | Nimes 1000 
8 — 25 Boiſſiere \ 20500 
v April 30] Nimes 2000 
t, May zo [ Nimes 200 O0 
J- — 25 | Nimes 2000 
Nimes 12000 

le — — Nimes 2⁊coo 
of — — Mus 2000 
r. — 30 | Uſez 1000 
1. Uſez 2000 
| Nimes 2000 
de Jul, 31 | Caſtres _ 2000 
Auguſt 1 j St. Ambrois 50% 

a | Montpellier 3000 
o —— 3 | Les Vans idee 
ie —— 5 | Alais & Anduſe {f goco 
if — 14 , Revel | 1000 
Ul — Realmont { 2000 
e- — Aigueſond 1000 
he Sept. Roguecourbe I COO 
— 7 10CO 

Baron 1000 

OY O2 | Greiffeſlac 200 
—— 4 Calmont . 400 

2 


Dates. 
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Law- v-charges. _ 


Liv VIes. 


300 
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Distris. Fines. | Law-charges. = 


$746 | j Livres. | Livres. s. d. 
Oct. 9 | Mazamet 1000 = 7 0 
17 | Bouquet | 500 a” 7 © 
1 | Montavban & 506 1 
I Villemade 5 _— 
1747 | 5; 
May 30 Realmont | 2000 1 
ſune 5 [St. Ambroix | 2000 „„ 
---—— 7 | Montpellier 4000 — 0 8 
15 | Maſſillargues | 1500 1 70 
july „ | 2000 Fe 15 + © 
11 | Puilaurens 1500 14 6 
Auguſt 21 | Nimes 2000-5 7 8 
— 26 | Ganges 1000 0 
Sept. 30] Eſperauſle G00 1 $67: $ -"2 
1748 | 
July 29 | Saverdun 4.100 b 70 
———— | Mas d'Aſil 350 3 9 
— — | Uſez 209” 1 000, © "© 
= Vellay VVT. © 
1749 
———— Vellay F 
April 22 Ferrieres 20 - 36r Ss © 
May 7 | Nimes | r © 
FO: — Nimes | 2000 441 1 
1 | | 
Jan. 21 | Mauguio 300% » 8 
—— — — | Realmont 900 F000 0-0 
— Puilaurens | 20089- 7 00-00 
— ; Cares : 000 F000 0 © 


Even in this little ſketch the fines amount to 113, 410 li- 
vres, and the law charges to 36,703 livres 16 ſols ꝙ deniers. 
But what would it be, had we ſwelled the account with all 
the other fines paid by the Proteſtants in a corporate capa- 
city? and how much larger would the ſum ſtill be, if one 
could ſet down all the fines laid on individuals ? But it is 
impoſſible to give exact liſts of them. Let us only obſerve 
again, by way of ſketch, that in the ſeveral arrets of the 
parliament of Grenoble, the dates of which I have menti- 
oned above, we find near 100 perſons ſentenced to fines, 0! 
alms, from 100 to 1400 livres, and above 100 more from 
10 to 60 livres, excluſiwve of the proſecution charges. 
which for the province of Dauphiny were all folidary. 
or well fecured: This put together amounts, as is ſet forth 


in a petition which the Proteſtants of Dauphiny preſented * 
| hs 


(63770 
the king in November 1750, to upwards of 200,000 livres, 
which have been exacted with the utmoſt rigour. Theſe 
unfortunate men ſay in that petition, that from their pri- 
« ſons they could hear their goods fold by auction, and their 
« heritages diſtributed to diſcharge one or the other of thoſe 
© articles.” 

In divers other places the private fines amount to very con- 
Aderable ſums ; and beſides the fines decreed by the arrets, 
might mention a great number of perſons, who, in order 
to get out of jail, or to redeem themſelves from proſecution, 
have given privately to the intendants and other officers, thir- 
ty, fifty, and a hundred louis d'ors. 

To this we ought to add, if it were poſſible, a true eſ- 
timate of the devaſtations committed by the troops in divers 
places; the houſes that have been razed by order of the 

parliaments; the proportion of agriculture, arts, manufac- 
tures, and commerce, that has ſuffered in conſequence of 
theſe violent proceedings; and all the expences and dama- 
ges ſuſtained by thoſe that have been obliged to abandon their 
Vabitations, and wander from place to place, in order to ef- 
cape corporal puniſhment. 

The 20th of December, 1744, two troops of dragoons 
were quartered upon the Proteſtants of Milhaud, in Rouer- 
cue, who were ordered to find hay and oats for the horſes: 
they ſtaid there till the 1ſt of May, 1745, and put their 
hoits to an extraordinary expence of 30,000 livres : one 
lady alone, of the name of Pratel, had at firſt four quar- 
tered in her houſe, and was ſoon after obliged to take in 
four more. Two other troops of dragoons were billetted at 
diſcretion among the Proteſtants of St. Afrique, Sorbe, St. 


Rome, Tarn, St. John de Breuil, and ſeveral other places 


in the ſame province. 

In the month of January, 1745, the marſhaliea parties 
of the diſtrict of Die, ſuſtained by large detachments of 
troops, were ſent in queſt of the miniſter Roland, but 
did not find him: however, in every place they called at, 
they left behind them fad marks of their Paſſage, making 
many priſoners and committing great diſorders. Ihe whole 
Zarriſon of Nions was quartered upon the Proteſtants of that 
place: thoſe of Vinſobres, at their return from a meeting, 
were obliged to take ſoldiers into their houſes, who lived 
there at diſcretion. At Volvans the military y troop was rein- 
forced by the lord of the manor, named Bernard de V olvans, 
who being authorized by M. d'Audifiret, commandant in 

C3 the 
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the diſtrict of Die, put himſelf at the head of his peaſants, 
to aſſiſt thoſe that were in purſuit of the miniſters : It was in 
the night between the 6th and 7th of February that he be- 
gan his exploits, ruſhing firſt into the village of Tonnin, in 
the valley of Bourdeaux, whither they imagined the mi- 
niſter Roland had retired ; but not finding him there, he or- 
dered the inhabitants to be plundered of every thing that his 
followers could carry away. | 

In the arrets of the parliament of Grenoble, the follow. 
ing houſes were condemned to be pulled down to the ground, 
2:2, the houſe of John Altier a cooper at Treiclou, by arret 


decay of agriculture, arts, manufactures and commerce, con- 
ſequent upon the abſence, impriſoriment, and the continual 
terror and confuſion of ſo many thouſands of ſubjects, which, 
if added to all the other articles I have mentioned, would a- 
mount to millions of livres; I paſs on to the penalties in 
flicted on, the Proteſtants for their meetings; and. of theſe 
there are ſix kinds, viz. Degradation from nobility; baniſh- 
ment; condemnation to the gallies for a certain number of 
years, ande for ever; the pillory, whipping, and death : of 


all which I have ſubjoined lifts containing a variety of inſtan- 


ces, moſt of which are divided into four columns, the firſt 
ſhewing che dates of the ſentence ; the ſecond, the names of 
the perſons condemned; the third, their places of abode ; 
and the fourth, the tribunals that paſſed ſentence upon them. 
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ALIST of Twenty nine GENTLEMEN degraded 
from their Nobility, the 6th of November, 1745, 
by the Parliament of Grenoble. 


Names. | Places of Abode. 
ET E R de Richaud Hamlets of 
Claude de Boulllane | Bonnets 
Paul de Bouillane Baylez 
Andrew de Richaud Berger 


Anthony de Richaud 
Anthony, alias Bertelon 
John Anthony de Richaud 
john Anthony de Richaud ſon of Peter 
john Peter de Richaud 
Lewis de Richaud 
Moſes de Richaud 
Peter de Richaud, alias Breyton | 
Francis de Richaud Bouruat 
john Anthony de Richaud | ; 
Peter de Richaud, alias Verdeyer : 
Francis David de Bouillane Hamlet of Bonnet: 
Jon David de Bouillane 
Paul de Bouillane 
lohn de Richaud 
ohn Peter de Richaud la Buſe 
john de Bouillane | 
Mathew de Bowllane 
Stephen de Richaud | 
Tohn Peter de Bouillane, alias Coufin 
Anthony de Richaud, Son of David John 
| John de Richaud 

Tuſt de Richaud 
| John Mathew Morin 
Noel de Bouillane 
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A LIST of Fourteen Perſons ſentenced ro Baniſhment 
by the Parliament of Grenoble. | 


Dates. | Names. Places. 
8 ä | TY 
1 May 7 John Plumel Fourcinel 
of — 12 John Lewis Bertram | 
5 | Sept. 28 Simon Berard Vinſobre 
5 - John Breinat TT 
1746 


April 2 | John Bouvat 
Mathew Boutan 
Abraham Tomas 


it | | John -Chirol 

* John Ferrier 

* 4 Jane Girard 

its James Roſtain 

#3 Sept. 23 | Andrew Poulat, Senior 

6 ; John Foreſt 

+: Lewis Ducros 

1 A LIST of Pour Perſons ſen tenced to be whipt by the 
j | H. 'Ngman. 

„ | Dates. | Names, Places. By whom'con- 
bu . 1745 demned. 
i | May 12 ng Mangas: ) 

i | Widow of An- = Parliament of 
1 thony Galand \ N1ors Grants 
il Oct. 15 [ Magdalen Calvet \ | 

7 Wife of Torte! 

i 740 | za ade 
oh Aug.27 Peter Gaillot Marennes Intendant of 
i | Peter Menceau So Rochelle 

* A. 3 of Six Women ſentenced by the Parliament of 
| Grenoble 79 be ſhaved by the Hangman, and to be 
0 confined, ſome for a Term of Years and ſome for Lifc- 
| | | Dates. Names. | Places. 

| "2 

i April 2 | Martha Martin | Chatillon 

[ | Margaret Perminja | Livron 

7h | T he 
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Dates. N 5 Places, 
1740 
Sept.23 Mary Cle iſſa = 
Juſtinia Rodet Chabcuil 
Frances Cleiſſa Livron 
Margaret Mitifiot Chabeuil 


The at of February 1745, Janis Bognard was by the 
Parliament of Grenoble ſentenced to ſtand in the pillory, and 
afterwards to be baniſhed; and on the 4th of May following 
Alexander Porte received the like ſentence from the ſaid Par- 
lament. , 

A lLass of hir ty three Perſons condemned to the 


Galleys, ſome for three and others for five, Years. 


Dates. Names. Places. By whom con- 
1745 | demned 
March 17 | Paul Berard Chateaudouble Parliament of 
May 5 Anthony Julian | Freſclou Grenoble. 
——— 7 | Antho. Rouvier | des Arnoux 
—— 12 | Barthol. Faure | Vinſobres 
Aug. 1k William Iſſoire Nimes Int. of Montp, 
Sept. 28 | Lewis Berard Chateaudouble Parliament of 
——p— — John Berard | Grenoble 
Oct, 15; | John Carter —- . 
———— john Iſnard 
1746 | 
April 2 | James Galand 
IJ. James Eymiri des Arnoux 
f J. And. Pommier born at Berlin 
Sept. 13 | John Daud 
— 23 | Paul Premier 
Peter Chaiſſiere 
James Ducros 
>. Combe Duron 
And. Poula, ſun. | 
John Lewis Faure 
Anthony Raaillon | Gigors « 
J. Lantheaume Lauzeron 
Auguſt | vii. Perſons of the Neigh- Parliament of 
1747 bourhood of Bordeaux 
FO Ste. Foy | 
Tuly 3 Peter Maillefaud | Lavardez Parliament of 
1750 J. Anth. Raillon | Vercheny _ | Grenoble. 
I Peter Pinet _ | Menglon | 
James Mulletier | Gigors . 
J. Cros de Rou— 
meyer | | 
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Ne of fix Men condemned ta the Galleys for ter: 
Zens by the Parliament of Grenoble. 
Names. Places. 
8 1745 | 
th Oct. 15 | Peter Roland 
Ei! | Stephen Tortel 
| Peter Lam St. Dizier 
Sept. 23 | Peter Chanas I Beaumont 
1740 James Cleiſſa | 
James Tromparen 


ALIS of one Hundred and five Per ſons condemned 15 
the Galleys for Life, among whom are forty-ſix Gen. 
 Hemen and tw9 Knights of the order of St. Lewis. 


— Names. Places. By whom con- 
1745 | | demned 
Feb. 6 Paul Achard Chatillon Parliament of 


— 17 Stephen Arnaud > 4 Grenoble. 
—— 26 Anthony Riaille | Ofte = 3 | 
Peter Berarc 
Mar. 17 Anthony Berard | 
John Faure | (7 1 | 
; J. James Guitard | Angles | Intebdant of 
April 6 James Doules de | Montpellier 3 
la Tour 5 | N \ 
' P. Loubie : 
Lewis Bel 
Pet. Bernadou 
D. Bernadou 
Pet. Sabatier 
John Molinier Aupoul 
Alexis Corbiere Meſſuage of 


Mazamet 


5 . | Sarnarie RE 
May 5 John Allier Treſclou Parliament of 
Sept. 23 | Paul Berard Chatean- Grenoble 
it | | double. 
it Och 15 John Buis st Dirier 


James Amic + 
Noy. 6 J. P. de Bouillane | Bonnets 
bil | A. de Richaud gt. 
J. Mat. Morin 77M | 


| Des. 13 Anthony Roux St Ambroiſ 
2 1746 | 
5 Feb. 1 John Menut Maze! Intendant ef 


5 Montpellier 
| 5 | | Dates. 


Dates. 
1746 
Feb. 5 
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Names, 


John Robert, 
Sieur de Moner 
Octav. de Moner 
John Moner, 
Sieur de Gaſſion 
J. Moner, Sieur 


de Bouſquet 
John Moner, 


Sieur de Robert 
Peter Moner, 
Sieur du Garil 
Vincent Moner 
James de Prade 
J. de Prade, ſun, 
Francis la Salle 
Paul de Biros 
Charles Pontiez 
11. Grenier, Sieur 
de las Termes 
J. Grenier, uns 
Mark de Grenier, 
Sieur de Launce 
J. Grenier, Sieur 
de Courtelas 


Lewis Robert, 
Sieur d' Angelis 


— Magnoac, Sen. 
John Paul Mag- 
noac, Jun. 
Joſeph Monbat 
—— Bellot, Sen. 
——= Bellot, Jun. 
—— La Plane 
—— Vergez 
—— Cantegril 
Mark la Vignafle 
Guy Verbizier 
J. Paul Loumet 
James Vignaſſon 
J. Hautequerre 
L. Cabanac, Jun. 
Andrew Grainier 
de Barmont 
—— Montauriol 
——La Riverole 
—— Niger 
John Canebat 


——Fageau' 


Ver. de Poudelas |] 


Places, By whom 


condemned, 


Of the Glaſs. Intendant of 


Houſes in the Huch 
Diftriec of & 
Conlerans. | 


Conſerans 


Conſerans 
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Dates. 


1746 


„Feb. 5 


April 2 
Aug. 1 


Sep. 23 


Mar.24 
1749 


| 
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Names. 


John la Pieriere 
Hen. Bartaranieu 
Henry le Chard 
John Grainier 
Lew. la Tourrete 
J. Fran. la Barthe 
John Veziat 

Jon Berlin 

Lewis le Noir 
—.— Courdire 


Lewis André 


uſac 

James Jenſel 
Peter Sayn 
John Jourdan) 
Moſes Berard 
J. Lewis Souchon 
John Bouvet 
Barthol. Daud 
Fran. Fargues 1 ; 
Paul Mercier 
Step. Laborde 
Paul Laborde 
John Peter Bou- 

villat 
J. Lafont alias Rey 
Francis Lafont 
Peter Rondeau 
Fra. Boibeleau 
John Boiſſon 
Andrew Bernard 
Henry Martel *? 
Steph. Chapelier 
Francis Rouker, 

alias Rouger 
And. Bridonneau 


me” Anthon V 


John Garagnon 
Lewis Negre 
James Boucairan 
Francis Anton 
Peter Raimbert 
Paul Mathieu 
Anthony Mortier 
John Trouiller 
Claude Chamont 


| 


Places. 


Conſerans 


Liege 
Montelimard 
Chatillon 


St. Juſt 


Mas d'Azil 
Sabarat 


Mas d'Azil 
Saintonge 


Vendras 

Fons 

Sauſſine 

St. Paul trois 
Chateaux 

Velandin 


Montareng 
Coulorgues 
Aubeſſargues 

St Mediers 
Aurilliac 
Nimes 
Calviſſion 
La Fraignée 


| By 


whom 
condemned. 
Intendant of 


Auch. 


Parliament 
f Grenoble 
Intendant of 
Montpellier. 
Intendant of 
Rochel. 
Parliament 
of Grenoble 


Intendant of 
Montauban 


Intendant of 
Perpignan 


Parliament 
of Bordeaux 


Intendant of 
Montpellier. 
Parliament 
of Grenoble 
Intendant of 
Poitiers. 


Intendant 
of Mont- 
pellier. 


Intendant of 

Montpellier 
[nt.ofRochel 
Int. of Mont. 


born at Geneva 


| 


A LIST 


A LisT of Five Perſons that received Sentence of 


Death, and were executed in Effigy. 


Dates. | Names. Places. {| By whom con- 
LES : demned. 
——— A. Trimolierey | Neighbour- 


cs - | Will. Ferieu ( hood of Intendant of 


———ô John Reinal Montauban 9 Montauban 
April 2 | Peter Roland St. Julian in | Parliament of 
749 - | Quint Grenoble 


SES 3 . St. Foy © | Par. of Bordeaux 


AR! Ev. 


In/tancrs of the troops firing into the Meeting houſes, and in- 
ſulting and wounding the people. | 


| HE 17th of March, 1745, two troops of dragoons 
came ſuddenly upon an aſſembly which the miniſter 


Corteiz had convoked near Mazamet, in the dioceſe of La- 


aur, fired among the people and wounded ſeveral. 

The 21ſt of November, in the ſame year another meeting 
that was held near St. Hypolite, in the Cevennes, having 
been diſcovered, a detachment of 123 ſoldiers was ſent a- 
gainſt it, who fired upon the people with a volley of ſmall 
arms, and wounded many. 5 

The 8th of September, 1748, a detachment of ſoldiers 
beſet an aſſembly convoked in the neighbourhood of St. Am- 
broiſe, in the dioceſe of Uſez, behaved with the utmoſt in- 
decency to the women, and plucked off their rings, filver 
ſtay-hooks, and pearl neck-laces; took from the peeple 
what money they had about them, ſeiſed their horſes, be- 
ing fifteen or eighteen in number, which were ſold two days 
after to the higheſt bidder; and alſo wounded divers perſons, 
particularly one Moliére, of St. John des Anels, who receiv- 
ed three wounds from a bayonet in the head. a 

The gth of June, 1749, a detachment of dragoons 
ruſhed upon an aſſembly convoked in the neighbourhood of 
\lontmoiran, in Dauphiny diſperſed the congragation, fired 


many 
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many vollies after them as they were running away, and 


took ſevcral of them priſoners. | 
The 22d of November, 17 50, a detachment of 130 men, 

of the regiment of Liſle, commanded by M. de Meſon, 

major of the regiment, aſſailed a meeting in the neighbour- 


hood of Uſez, routed the congregation, fired many ſhot af. 


ter thoſe that endeavoured to eſcape, and made above 300 
priſoners, who fuffered themſelves to be taken like ſheep, 
without offering the leaſt reſiſtance; of whom many were 
afterwards condemned to the gallies, and the reſt to impri- 
ſanment and other penalties, : 


AR FITCEHEE ve 


The ſeiſure of Prote/lant books, and the pecuniary, defamas 
toy, afhtetive, and capital penaltics decreed againſt the 
owners of ſuch books, | 


H E importation of Proteſtant books into the kingdom 

is prohibited with all. the ſeverity that might be ex- 

pected from the moſt cruel and vigilant [nguz/ition : when 

ſuch books are found, they are feized and committed to the 

flames, the owner of them is ſubject to heavy penalties, moſt 
commonly the gallies; of which fome inſtances follow. 

In September, 1744, at a place called Dieulefit, Stephen 
Arnaud was taken up, for having inſtructed youth in the ſing- 
ing of pſalms. The 17th of Feb. following he was condemned 
by tlie parliament to the gallies for life, after being firſt put 
into the ſtocks at the place where he was apprehended: a 
New Jeſtament and Pfalter, that were found upon him 
when taken ur, were put in ſtocks along with him. | 

In the beginning of the year 1745 a caſk of Proteſtant's 
books, concealed under pitch, was ſtopt at Lyons; 
and by means of the letters and: hills ſent by the carrier, it 
was toon found out whence the books came, and to whom 
they were conizgned, This incident greatly alarmed many 


of the | roteitants, thaugi moſt of them that were thus fright- 


d z ſtrangers to the contents of the caſk. Mr. Cannac, 


C 
die the poſt offices in that part of the kingdom, was 
obled to repair to Paris, to clear himſelf. The widow 
Mauer, un- xkeeper at the ſign of the three moors at Nimes, 
Loinbart a waggonner, Cabanis a taylor, and one la Porte 


0 


(47) 
of the ſame city, were taken into cuſtody on this account, 
and carried to the citadel of Montpellier; and ſeveral other 
perſons were obliged to abſcond. Iſſoire, miller at Nimes 
was taken up the 10th of March, and thrown into a 
dungeon, where he remained a month; after which he was 
removed to the citadel of Montpellier, and at laſt condem- 
ned to the galleys for having ſold ſome proteſtant books. 

Towards the end of April the ſame year, four bales of 
books, containing New Teſtaments, &c. in ſheets, were 
ſeized in a public carriage near Nimes; And as tney were 
ſuppoſed to have been printed at Avignon, or at le:ſt to 
have been ſent from thence, Meil. Auffray, father and ion, 
book-fellers in that city, thought it ſafeſt to abicoad. 

In the ſentence which the intendant of Auch pronounced 
the 5th of February 1746 againſt a great number of gentle- 
men who were proprieters of a glaſs manufactury, it was or- 
dered that the books concerning the pretended reiurmed re- 
ligion, ſeized in the houſes of any of the ſaid gentleme1: and 
produced at their trials, ſhonld be burnt in the marker piace 
of St. Girons by the hangman. | 

Anne Gides, a girl of 16 or 17 years of age, of Luſſan in 
the dioceſe of Uſez, having departed the kingdom in 1745, 
her father Stephen Gides, was ſentenced the 17th of De- 
cember the ſame year, by the intendant of Montpellier, to 
pay a fine of 6000 livres into the hands of the Sieur de La- 
roc, to-which he ſhould be conſtrained by quartering upon 
him a marſhalſea horſeman at the rate of four livres, perdiem 
vl the fine was paid and to bring his ſaid daughter to the 
Sieur Chambon, ſub-delgate, within three months, on pain 
of being fined 6000 livres more; and ſubjected to ſtill greater 


2enalties, according as the nature of the caſe might ſeem to 
require. : 


The 26th of September 1748 the ſame intendant con- 
cemned Frances Granger, a Proteſtant, Wife of Anthony 
heſquet of Ganges, to pay a fine of 300 livres, only for hav- 
ing practiſed in the capacity of a Midwife. 

John Arlaud, ſtocking weaver, of Valeragues in the dio- 
ccie of Uſez, and Mary Raiffiguier, wife of James Mialhe, 
weaver at Meſage du Teil in the pariſh of Vabrees in the 
dioceſe of Caſtres, were both ſentenced by the fame Inten- 
dant, John by an ordonance of the 27th of April 1748, and 
\tary by an ordonnance of the 26th of October following, 
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to make amende honourable *, the one at Montpellier and 
the other at Caſtres, and then to be baniſhed the Kingdom, 
for having forſaken the Romiſh and embraced the Protel- 
tant religion, 

The iſt of Auguſt 1746 the Intendant of Rochel con- 
demned Elias Vivien, a ſhoemaker of Marennes in Sain- 
tonge, aged 78, to make amende honourable, and then to be 
hanged, and his body to remain 24 hours on the gallows ; 
from thence to be carried to the gibet, there to remain *till 
entirely conſumed : and all this, ſay s_the arret, tor being 
convicted of having aſſiſted at ſeveral meetings of the reform- 
ed, and particularly at that which was held the 10th of July 
1 746 near the village of Artouan, &c. 

The roth of June 1748, M. le Nain, Intendant of Mont- 
pellier, paſſed * of death on John Desjours, of the 
parith of Bruſſac in Vivarais, for having been one of thoſe 
that petitioned on the 12th of December 1746, for the en- 
largement of the miniſter Majal alias Deſubas; which ſen- 
tence was executed the ſame day. 

The 18th of July 1750, M. de Beaumont, Intendant of 
Poitiers, condemned James Bourſault, of the village of Bur- 
liere in the pariſh of Moncoutan, to be hanged, for having 
helped to reſcue from the marſhalſea men one of his friends 
and neighbours, named John Perochon, who was by the 
ſame ſentence ordered to be hanged : This Bourſault had been 
confined in the priſon of Poitiers ſince the year I747, and 
was executed the ſame day that the Intendant paſſed ſentence 


of death upon him. 
ARTICLE 


An ignominious puniſhment generally inflicted for ſlight of. 
fences. The criminal walks in ſome publick place barefoot and 
ſtript to his ſhirt, with aflighted wax taper in his hand, and a 
rope faſtened round his neck, the end of which is held by the 
hangman, Who walks behind him attended, by the ener s officers. 


( 49 ) 
> ARFICEE VII. 
The execution of miniſters bath in perſon, and effigy. 


LL Porteſtant miniſters, preaching in France, are 
| A condemned to death by the laws: None that are ſeized 
ever eſcape hanging. I ſhall give the reader only three inſtan- 
ces of theſe executions. 

The firſt is that of Lewis Ranc, a native of Dauphiny, a- 
bout 26 years of age. He was taken up the 16th of Februa- 
ry 1745 at Livron, and carried directly to Valence jail. When 
cxamined before M. Chais, the Intendant's ſub-delegate, he 
confeiled that he was a miniſter, and had performed the functi- 
ons of one. The 26th of the ſame month ſome witneſſes were 
heard for form's ſake, and the next Day he was ſent away to 
Grenoble, where he arrived the 1ſt of March. The day fol- 
{owing the parliament condemned him to loſe his life on a gi- 
bet; after which his head was to be ſevered from the body, and 
ſtuck upon a poſt in the high way over againſt the tavern at 
Livron, where he was apprehended. He was executed at Die 
and whilſt they carried his head to the place appointed, M. 
d'Audiffret, commandant in the diſtrict of Die, and the bi- 
ihop's grand vicar, cauſed the corpſe to be dragged through the 
ſtreets; nay, they even forced a young Proteſtant, who was 
preſent at the execution, and appcared deeply concerned at it, 
to help the hangman to drag the body, which was at length 
Hung into a common ſewer. EY | 

James Roger, a native of Boiffiere in Languedoc, after have- 
ing exerciſed the funQions of preacher or miniſter for the ſpace 
of 34 years in Dauphiny, was taken into cuſtody the 29th of 
April 1745, at a place called the Petites Vachers, and from 
thence carried to Grenoble jail. The Parliament by its arret Gf 
the 22d of May following, ſentenced him to be hanged. He 
nad been accuſed, as hath been related in the beginning of this 
memorial, of having read, at a mceting of .Proteſtants, a 
forged edict of toleration ; but was fully cleared of this ca- 
zumny by the ſaid arret's filence on this hœad. The court, 
* f-ys the arret, has declared the ſaid Roger duly indicted and 
* convicted of having performed the ſunctions of preacher, at 
divers meetings of Reformed, and in ſeveral parts of the pro- 
vince to attone for which, it has ordered hin: to be delivered: 
up to the executioner, and to be hanged until he be dead. 
Pur not a ſyllable was faid about that forced or pretended edict, 
wiich had nevertheleſs engaged M. d'Argenion to Write to NI. 


iz d. 


& 


5 


A 


a, 


de Piolenc, that the King deſired the ſaid Roger might T: proſe- 
cuted, and made ſuch an Example of as the heniouſneſs of the 


caſe required. 


The miniſter being thus condemned, was led the ſame day to 
the place of execution by fifty ſoldiers, with drums beating all 
the way. His body was left twenty-four hours on the gibet, 
then dragged to the river that runs through Grenoble, and 
thrown into it. 

Matthew Majal alias Deſubas, a native of Deſubas in the 
pariſh of Vernoux, in the dioceſe of Viviers, aged 26, was 
taken up the IIth of December, 4, near St. Agreve, and 
carried priſoner to Montpellier, wh re he was condemned the 
1ſt of February following to be hanged; © being, as the arret 
expreſſes it, duly indicted and. convicted of having exerciſed 
the functions of a miniſter of the pretended reformed religion 
in the Upper and Lower Vivarais. At his lat examination be- 
fore the Intendant, he was adj ured in the name of God, before 
whom he was ſhortly to appear, to give him (the Intendant) a 
true anſwer to the queſtions he was going to put to him: which 
the miniſter having promiſed to do, the Intendant then aſked 
him, I hether the Py oteſtants had not a common cheſt? N hether 
they had not a magazine of arms? IWhether they did not hold a 
correſpondence with England? «To all which he anſwered in 


the negative; adding, that the miniſters preach up nothing 


* but patience, and loyalty to the 
Intendant. 

'The miniſter was led towards eveni 
where, after the hangman had burnt at 
the papers and books that wer 
he was executed in the Sight 6f , prodigious concourſe of peo- 
ple. He ſhewed to the laſt moment, as his two brethren a- 
bove mentioned had alſo doi 
that all the ſpeCtator 53 both Proteſtants od Catholicks, ſhed 
tcars. 

Beſides theſe three miniſters that were put to death, ſeveral 
others have been executed in Efligy ; namely, the fouls Oli- 
vier and Carriere alias Corteiz, condemned the 5th of Februa- 
ry, 1740, by the Intendant of Auch; and the ſicurs Vouland, 
Roland, de la Cour, d&s Noyers, Dubuiſſon, Ranc, Paul 
Faure, all preachers or miniſters, condemned by che parliament 
ef Grenoble the 2d of April following. 


know 7 5 replied the 


to the Eſplanade, 
he foot of the ladder 
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ARTICLE VIE 


The murders and maſſucres committed in divers places. 


HE 4th of March, 1744 ſome troops of Dragoons 
6} of the queen's regiment arrived at Montauban, and the 
ſame day were quartered at difcretion upon the Proteitants in 
the neighbourhoo:i, where they committed many diſorders. 
Two of them having drank-to excels, ſeized upon a young wo- 
man, with an intent to raviſh her: her cries drew to her relief a few 
peaſants that were at work near the place, and in a few minutes 
more a great crowd of them came up, but all without any 
arms. Such a number frightened the two dragoons, whoſe 
terror being alſo heightened by their guilt, they looked for no- 
thing but Ame int death, and cried out alerte, their watch 
word; at which cry their comrades gat':ered together, the 
quarter-maſter beat to arms, and all the  dragoons mounted and | 
fell upon the defenceleſs multitude. A peaſant ot ſeventy years | 
old was killed on the ſpot, many were wounded in ei flight, | 
and eleven were made priſoners, whom tne dragoons ti-d fo their | 
horſes tails, and thus led them as it were in triumph to the In- 3 
| 
| 


1 


tendant's houſe at Montauban. The Intendant, who on the | | 
bare report of the quarter- maſter, believed that the peaſants were 
= the aggreſſors, without making any arther inquiry, committed 


E thoſe eleven men to priſon, and” ſent advice of the affair to | 
court, where the news was received as an object worthy of ſe- | 
dous conſideration. The innocence of the Proteſtants was at 9 
> © lift proved and acknowledged, ande priſoners releaſed ; but | 


no puniſhment was inflicted on the dr agoons who had occa- 

ſioned the tumult and been guilty of the mallacte. 
5 The 12th of December, 1745, the detac' ment that was 
E conveying the miniſter Deſubas from St. Agreve to Vernoux, 
paſſed through alittl village called Cluac, where a Proteſtant, 
named Stephen Gourdol, being overwhelmed with gricf toſecone 
| ofthis paſtors in the hands of the Soldiers, haſtily gathered toge- 
ther fixtcen or ſeventeen perſons, both men and wo:nen, but 
without any kind of weapon, ho all drew near the command- | 
| ing officer, and earneſtly intreated him to reſtore them their 
WH miniſter : but all the anſwer he gave them was a volley of muſ- 
| kct-thot, by which ſix were killed on the ſpot. Four more 


A. 


were PAY by the ſoldiers. | 
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A congregation aſſembled that day near Vernoux by a colle- 
euc of Ml. Deſubas, being alarmed at the danger their paſtor 
was in, ran towards the town: it conſiſted chiefly of old men, 
women and children, who had recourſe to no other means but 
ſupplications and tears to obtain the enlargement of their mini. 
ſter, being encouraged to make this application by tour of the 
principal inhabitants of the place, viz Meſſrs. Afforty, Mon- 

tagne, Garnier, and Abriac. But inſtead of obtaining their re- 
queſt, the Burghers, in concert with the garriſon, loaded their 
pieces, and fired {| from their windows upon this feeble and de- 
ſenceleſs multitude ; near thirty were killed on the ſpot ( Mdſe 
j names are inſerted in the margin) and above 20: we re 
1 wourded, * 

The news of this ſlaughter having reached the extremities, 
and the mountains of Vivarais, the young men inſtantly ran to 
arms, without conſidering the conſequences: thoſe of the ex- 
tremities arrived before the town of Vernoi the 13th of De- 
cember in the morning, being the day after the matlacre, and 
began by threats to inſiſt upon the enlargement of the miniſter; 
who, the moment he had heard of their raſh proceeding, wrote 
to them in theſe terms from the priſon, Gentlemen, I beg 
© you would retire : the king's troops are * and too 

: much blood has been already ſpilt. Lam very eaſy, and per- 
| 6 fectly reſigned to the will of heaven. 

His collegues being informed of this enterprize, haſtened al- 
ter the young men, 1 joining g their exhortations to the entrea- * 
tics of the confined miniſter, prevailed on them to retire; | 
which they had no ſooner done, than they ſent notice of it to 

In the officers of the garriſon, © aſſuring them that they were ex- 
"WH i tremely forry for what had happened; that as they were at 
Md © 7ome difta NCC when tho tumult began, they could not poſſibly 
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William Boyer, Claude and Daniel! Vernat father and ſon, 
Marchon brother in Jaw of Claude Vernat, Simon Bernard, John 

eter Clos, Boiſn de Rias, Peter Briend, John James Bravais, John ; 
Ima, John Peter Levrier, Ponce, If ſohn Garai, James Bonnet, 3 
ies Louarete, Haac John Tracol, john Paul e Tauſſon, 4 
mes Pranos or Preneus, Gabriel Beriou, Peter Valat, Matthew 
Poliac, John Peter Riffoan, John zames Rion, © En a weaver N 
it Champ, Cladina Teron alias la Noaille. Amo ng tho;e killed at . 
Juac, were Stephen Gourdol, Matthew Courtial, Claude Rias, © 
ans jul en., Toe neut day, being the 13H of December, threg 3 
N. de Waran, 11 


S 
—————— TRIES! 


| by 


} = 

* 
2 e 
* 


& 


4 


OY 
C 
7 
; 4 
I 


1 
| 
[ 
1 


illed! A 5 4 1 k 
þ 1e 93 a d * tach Men 0 8 mand 4 * 


0 
Sg, 8 . C Ys Ee 4 
. Peter and Mathew Courtial, brothers, and Rter Veron. 11 


F 33. 
© hinder it; but that they would do all that lay in their power 
to prevent any future appearance of men in arms. 

The 25th of April 1747, in the night, the horſemen of the 
marihalſcas of la Chataigneraie, Chatorns and Fontenay, com- 
mitted divers diſorders and ſeveral murders, at a place called la 
Jav cliere, and i in the places dependant on the pariſh of Moncou- 
ton, in the Lower roitou and dioceſe of Rochel; the inhabi- 
tants of which drew up an account of the facts, and ſent it to 
the count de Chabannes and to the Intendant of Poitiers. In 
that account they ſet down the names of the perſons that were 
cither killed or wounded, among whom were ſeveral women. 
Theſe poor people were ſo terrified with what the ey had already 
ſuffered and what they expected to ſuffer, that in their relation 
they ſaid, © they had forſaken their huuſcs, left their fabrick of 
© ſtuffs, abandoned their oxen, their ploughs, and, in ſhort, 
all their buſineſs, and were ready to remove into foreign lands, 
in order to ſeck that reſt and peace which they could not find 
* at home: that in the mean while they wandered about the 
country, and lay 1 in the fields without any ſhelter.” 


In the night of the 22d of Fanuary 1750, the archers being 


in purſuit of James Poing, a young man of Javeliere, diſ- 
charged two piſtols and a * muſket at him, mortally wounded 


him, and left him to expire under a hedge. 


About Eafter the ſame year, another band of archers 5 | 


ſome prifoners in Poitou, one of whom named Paquerau, an 
inhabitant of Moveham, endeavouring to eſcape, they fired 
four muſket ſhot aſter him, and ſtopt his flight: he died of his 
wounds at Luſignan, as they were carrying him with the other 
priſoners to Paitices, | 

| The 28th of March 17 51, being Sunday, a detachment of 
ſoldiers, headed by M. de Marci, rell upon an aſſembly held 
between Anduſe and Leſan in Cevennes. The congregation 
diſperſed at their approach, but they were purſued, and 15 
were taken priſoners: ha the parents and friends of theſe 
unfortunate perſons made 
live manner, to beg of tus officer to let them go; but he receiv- 
ed them with a vo olley of fire-arms, by which three were killed 
upon the ſpot, viz. Andrew Beilemain of Cardet, Stephen 
Audoyer of Maſat, a:d John Cauſſe of Lezan : a greater num- 


ber were wounded, who died ſome Ss s aſter. 


But let us leave theſe ſcenes, and proceed to the laſt article of 


this memorial, which contains in{tan, ces of rage and barbarity, 


not leſs ockiog to human nature. | 
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The exhumation of dead bodies, and the indignitics offered them. 


\HE roth of April 1749, Daniel Stephen alias la Mon- 
tagne, died at Cadenet in Provence. One of his neigh- 

bours went to give notice of it to the curate, and to aſk him to 
bury the deceaſed : but upon his refuſal, ſome Proteſtants carried 
away the coipſe in the night, and buried it in the fields, in a 
grave they had dug for that purpoſe. Their motions had been 
watched, and they were followed at ſome diſtance by Paſchal 
Beraud, ſurgeon of the place, and ſome other Catholics provided 
with ſhovels and pickaxes ſo that they had no ſooner retired 
from the grave than theſe men dug up the body, tied a rope 
about its neck, and dragged it through the village, ſkipping and 
dancing all the way to the ſound of a tabret and fife. in every 
place they itopped at to take a breathing, they beat the body 
with their clubs, uſing theſe. expreſſions; This blow is for ſuch 
a meeting, where theu hat been; and this for another meeting: 
Ah ! wretched Montagne, thou ſhalt go no more to ſermon at Lor- 
1; marin. When they were tired of this work, they tied up the 
fi object af their rage by the heels, opened the breaſt and belly, 
Mi and plucked out the inteſtines, which they fixed to the end of 
4 long poles, and thus carried them in proceſſion through the 
1} ſtreets, crying all the while, // þ,1! by any Fraichaille? i. e. Fre 
[ i 


Bits. Ihe proceſſion being over, they returncd tv the corpſe, 
and quartered it, put it into a baſket, and carried it to the ſur- 
| gcon's houſe. Such monſtrous inhumanity could not but 
Ii alarm every ferrous man, and occaſion loud complaints, The 
[4 magi” rate of the place found himft3! obliged to take cognizance 
1 of this violation, and he acco;dingly made- ſome inquiries after 
| the authors oj it; wut it was only for forms ſake : no one was i 
i puniſhed for it; and the fargeon, thouga the moſt guilty of tie 
41 gang, abſconded only for a few da) s. ; 
Wh Claude Cabanis of me cit of Alais in Cevennes, a merchant, MW 
1 and contractor for all tie ſpinning at Caftres ani Lavaur, whok We 
probity and charity to the poor had ga d him the love and 
eficem of all honeſt men, and whoſe extracrdinary talents fu 
commerce had endeared him to the whole province; this man, 
ſo highly valued, dicd at Lavaur the 14th of July 1749, of! 
diſtemper that carried him off in twenty-four Fours, The po- J 
pulace being informed t!.at the curate had lott his labour, M: 
Cabaius dying, as he had lived, a hugonot, they immediate 
| 7 8 $00 
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took fire at it, ran to the houſe of the ſieur Beſſeri, where the 
object of their fury lay dead, and demanded the corpſe with dread- 
ful menaces and imprecations: eight and forty hours elapſed, 
and not one could yet bring them into a better temper. By 
means of a large bribe, a certain fellow was prevailed upon to dig 
a grave in a ſpot of ground dearly purchaſed of the treaſurer of 
the hoſpital of Lavaur, in which work he was aſſiſted by two 
of the deceaſed's ſpinners: theſe three men ſet out about mid- 
night with proper implements for making a grave, which they 
carried concealed in ſacks: but all their precautions proved fruit- 
leſs; they were diſcovered, and ſaluted with volleys of ſtones 
and brick-bats; one of them was dangerouſly wounded in the 
head, another bruiſed in the Arms, and the third in the body : 
however they made ſhift to get clear of the ſhower, and with 
much dithculty reached a houſe, where they were received and 
ſheltered. 

In the mean while the corpſe which remained at Mr. Beſſeri's 
houſe, was loudly called for by the furious mob, who were 
going to break in by main force; when, by dint of entreaties 
and money, the horſc-marſhallea and their brigadier were pre- 
vailed on to lend their aſſiſtance. This officer and his men 
quickly forced a paſſage through the croud, took poltcthion of 
the itreet door, brought down the corpſe, ew eſcorted it ſafely 
to the place of interment : the grave was dug in their preſence, 

the body let down into it and a huge mill-ſtone laid upon it, to 
iecure it from the inſults of theſe: enraged bigots: but the pre- 
caution availed them nothing. 

The white penitents of Lavaur, under the frivolous pretext 
that the garden, where Mr. Cabanis was buried, was too near 
their church, raiſed the mob N who flew immediately to 
the grave, dug up the corpſe in ſpite of the mill-ſtone, cut off 
its head, and were going to divide the body into quarters, in 
order to have the inhumane pleaſure of carrying the members in 
triumph through the ſtreets of Lavaur, when the archers came 
upon them a ſecond time and forced them to forego their prey. 
N new grave was then made; the archers ſtaid to ) ſee the body 
buried; and, to prevent a repetition of their attempts, a great 


nee of quick-lime was thrown in to conſume the corple : 


and io cloſed (0 e laſt ſcene of) this tragedy. 

However ſhocking the repreſentation that has been given of 
the proteſtants caſe in this memorial may ſeem, it would. be de- 
fective if I did not add, that their condition ſeems to be remedi- 
leſs, ſince their moſt humble and reſpectful petitions are either 


| ſecred from the king, or never taken notice of; and when dri- 
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ſet forth their hardſhips, and prove the innocence of their con- 
duct, their writings are deemed acts of rebellion, and, as ſuch, 
immediately ſuppreſſed and branded by arrets of parliaments : 
ſuch was the caſe of the apologetical memorial publiſhed in 1745, 
which on the information and at the requiſition of the ſieur Du 
Saget, was ordered by the parliament of Thoulouze, the 29th 
of October in the ſame year, to be torn and burnt by the hands 
of the common hangman; and ſuch of the apology for their reli- 
gious meetings, which they printed the ſame year, and which the 
parliament of Grenoble, at the requiſition of Charles Aubert, ad- 
vocate general, condemned to the like fate the 6th of February 
i647. And yet in thoſe pieces the proteſtants only ſet forth, in 
the moſt guarded and refpecttiul terms, their preſent condition, 
the purity of their religion, the innocence and regular diſcipline 
of their aſſemblies, though often very numerous; the tender 
affection, profound veneration, and unſhaken loyalty of the 
heads and members of thoſe aſſemblies, for the perſon of their 
auguſt monarch, and their inviolable regard and ſteady attach- 
ment to the intereſt of his crown; and the grievous violence 
offered to their conſciences by edicts, which lay them under the 
cruel neceſſity of diſobeying their king, in order to obey his 
God and their God. Indeed, their innocence was painted in 
thoſe pieces in ſuch ſtrong and lively colours, that the arrets 
which ordered them to be burnt, could not deface or tarniſh 
it, charging them with no other ſpecies of rebellion, than meet- 
ing together contrary to the Ring's ordonances, or of having dared 
zo jay, that for upwards of a century they enjoyed full liberty ts 
aſſemble themſelves publickly in temples ſet apart for that uſe. 
Proceedings like theſe muſt convince them that they can no 
longer implore, even in the moſt reſpectful terms, the juſtice and 
clemency of the king, without incurring the indignation of thoſe” 
very tribunals, which were inſtituted to protect the innocent and 
ſuccour the oppreſſed; and that they muſt ſuffer and groan in 


© filence, without daring to vent a ſingle complaint. 


Blackened by the vileſt calumnies; deprived of what is dear- 
eſt to them in this world, their children; made accountable for 
the elopement of thoſe children; neceſſitated to have their mat- 
riages celebrated by their own miniſters, and yet charged on 
account of thoſe marriages with fornication ; their children 
pronounced illegitimate, and their inheritance taken from them; 


their miniſters marked out for death, and difpatched like com- 


mon maleſactors; themſeives alſo expoſed to heavy fines, ex- 
penſive lay-charges, whippings, the pillory, the galleys, and 
„ death, 
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death, for worſhipping the Supreme Being according to their 
conſciences: nay, denied even the repoſe and quiet of the grave 
itſelf; and yet under this complication of evils not daring ta 
complain, left the weight of their miſery ſhould be encreaſed. 
duch is the condition of the-Proteſtants of this kingdom; 
and I ſubmit it to the impartial world, whether it is not truly 
deplorable, more ſo perhaps than that of any other people 


upon earth. 5 
June 30, 1751. : 
APPENDIX. 
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Or * of the French hing, given at Verſailles 
Faniary the 17105 1750. 


I'S majeſty being informed, that during the time of war, 
and even fince, contraventions to the edicts, declara- 
tions and ordonnances concerning the pretended reformed reli- 
gion, are multiplicd in Languedoc, by the artifice of the mini- 
ſters or preachers, who have ſpread there the falſe opinion of a 
pretended tolerance; and judging it neceſſary to ſtop by the 
ſureſt and moſt ready methods, the courſe of the faid contra- 
ventions; his majeſty has ordained and does ordain, will, and 
intend, that the ordonnances, edicts and declarations, and par- 
ticularly that of the 14th of May, M, DCC, XXIV, (in which 
are theſe words: We do command that all przachcrs who 
© ſhall call aſſemblies, preach in them, or diſcharge any other 
function be put to DEATH ! which we would not for the fu- 
ture have any one eftcem a mere threatning that will not be 
put in exccution.”) be executed according to their form and 
tenor; cnjoining all officers and judges of the faid province, to 
attend diligently to their execution. And terther, his majeſty 
ordains, that the commander in chief in the fd province, and 
the Intendant and Commuitlary therein app intel, Fall continue 
to take cognizance of the ſaid contraventions, the copnizance 
whereof has been already committed to them. Aud farther 
the commander in chief, and in his abſence the Jutendant ſhall 
proceed againſt the new converts of the {i} province, who ſhall 
contract marriages, cither before the miniſters or preachers, or 
in private houſes or other Places, or who ſhall go out of ” 
kingdom to contract marriages in a foreign country: and, 
like manner, if the contracting parties be minors, againſt their 
fathers and mothers, tutors and guardians, Who ave aſliſted at 
the ſaid pretended marriages, or ſhall have given their conſent. 
His majeſty alſo wills, that when any child 5 thoſe who have 
heretofore made profeſſion of the pretended reformed religion, 
or who were born of parents formerly proteſtants, ſhall be 


br ought to the aſſemblies and preſented to the miniſters or preach- 
ers, 


þ, 


. 
ers, to receive baptiſm, the commander in chief, or, in hi 
abſence, the ſaid Intendant, ſhall proceed againſt the fathers and 


mothers, or others, who have brought and preſented the ſaid 


infants. And they ſhall proceed in like manner againſt all the 
inhabitants of the province, who, without the permiſſion of 
his majeſty, ſhall ſend out of the kingdom the children, of 
which they are fathers. or mothers, tutors or guardians, to be 
educatcd there. And his majeſty wills, that, upon account of 
all! the aforeſaid caſes, the commandant in chief and the Inten- 
dant pronounce definitively and in the laſt reſort againſt the de- 
linquents, and lay upon them ſuch fines, or inflict ſuch other 
puniſhments, as are appointed by the ordonnances, edicts, and 
declarations. And moreover ordains, that by the faid comman- 
der in chief, or, in his abſence by the ſaĩd Intendant, the proceſs 
Wall bs alſo made and perfected definitively and in the laſt reſort, 
againſt all thofe of the new converts of the ſaid province, who 
ſhali be convicted of the crime of relapſe, and againſt all thoſe 
of the Catholics, who ſhall apoſtatize ; his majeſty granting 
to them, for this purpoſe, full power, juriſdiction and cogni- 
zance, Given at Verſailles, the 17th of January, 1750. 
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APPENDIX. No. II. 


INC E the date of the preceding memorial, a great nnum- 

ber of Proteſtants have been taken into cuſtody, for the 
marriages, and chriſtenings performed by their own miniſters. 
Amongſt theſe may be reckoned, in the dioceſe of Uſez, Meſſts. 
Aſemar, a gentleman of St. Maurice de Caſe-Vieille, Rouſ- 
ſiere a manufacturer at Uſez, Jonquet a burgeſs of Mouſſac, 
Richard de St. Hypolite of Caton; who, beſides the impriſon- 
ment, have been ſentenced to pay conſiderable fines, viz. the 
Ar{ 1000 livres, the ſecond and third 2000, and the fourth 
1700 livres. In the upper Languedoc Meſſrs. Calveyrac and 
Mary Salvayre of Caune, Eſcale and Corbiere of Realmont, 


James Mialhe ati inhabitant of Boufounet, John David Sers 


notary at Beſſonnièe, Cambin of Angles, Azan ſurgeon of tlie 
ſame place, Boſc of Guilhonie, Benazeth and Terrat of Ca- 
pelle, and Cavailcz of Seujol, have all been apprehended and 
carried to the caſtle of Ferriere, where they found many of 
their brethren. The manner in which theſe captures were 
made, and the menaces with which they were accompanied, 
ilruck ſuch a terror into the Proteſtants of the unhappy places 


juſt mentioned, that many of them forſook their habitations, 


to dwell in caves and woods. The deferts were peopled with 


fugitives ; the lands were either uncultivated, or the harveſt 
periſned on them for want. of hands to reap it; the looms 


Nood ſtill, and commerce viſibly declined. All this could not 


but be prejudicial to the ſtate : The Intendant of Languedoc 
was ſenſible of it, and having the intereſt of his country at 


heart, he wrote the following letter to his ſub- delegates, dated 


the Iſt of September 1751. 


c F Am informed that a good number of rcligioniſts i in your 
c #- department, guilty of marriages, or chriſtenings, in 
< the deſert, have quitted their houſes, and taken to the 
© woods and ficids, from an apprehenſion that there may be or- 
< ders iſſued for impriſoning them, as hath been the cate of ma- 
© ny cf their neighbours. If that apprehenſion i is well ground- 
cd, they may very caſily diſpel it, by ſending their children 
to their curates, in order to get them to ſupply what is want- 
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ing in the ceremonies of baptiſm *: But if their flight be 
owing to an obſtinate, diſobedient ſpirit, in vain they flatter 
themſelves that we ſhall take no cognizance of their behavi- 

our. A reſolution is taken to oblige them to come to order ; 
and they deceive themſelves if they hope that the king will 
change his mind, or that I ſhall neglect to execute the preciſe 
orders his majeſty has ſent me on this head. Nevertheleſs, 
© to ſhew them that I will not act rigorouſly till they force me 

*< foil, | grant them a farther delay, to the end that thoſe wha 
© have taken the alarm may have time to recoyer from their 
« pannick, and return to their houſes, to cultivate the lands 
and get in the harveſt,” 


This delay was worthy of a wiſe 5 humane magiſtrate, 
ſuch as the Intendant is; but being of ſhort duration it anſwer- 


„ c RE SO 


and the conſequence took place which the magiſtrate ſeemed 
moſt ſolicitous to prevent. The houſes were again forſaken, 
and the deſerts peopled; the lands were uncultivated, manufac- 
tures were laid aſide, and trade ſtood ſtill. As a ſuſpenſion of 
ſeverity wrought no change in their ideas; as the religion of 
the Proteſtants ſtill remained what it was; as thoſe reaſons 
which made them riſque impriſonment and all the ſeverities with 
which the government threatens ſuch as diſobey in the point in 
queition, were ftill of equal force; the ſame ſteps could not 
but be taken again, in the ſame circumſtances. Thoſe who 
fly irom their.habitations, cannot miſtake the danger to which 
they expoſe themſelves : that danger will preſent itfelf to their 
imagination in the moſt frightful ſhapes; humane nature will 
ſhrink and ſhudder at it: but the fear of offending God by vio- 
lating his jaws, and drawing down chaſtiſements on themſelves 
much more to be dreaded than the ſentence of any humane tri- 
bunals, will make them diſregard all that men can do to them. 
Can it bs poſſible that the forſaking of their dwellings is owing 
to obſtinacy and a ſpirit of diſobedience? The Proteſtants mult 
then be the moſt infatuated of the human ſpecies, the greateſt 
encmics to themſelves that the ſun ever ſhone upon. But, by 
being Proteſtants, do they ceaſe to be men? Have they not 
the fame notions as others, in all things that concern ſelf- pre- 
ſervation, 


The third canon of the Council of Trent hath thus decreed con- 
cer. wo. Daptiſm : If any man ſay, that baptiſm conferreg by kere- 
1 

ties in the name of the father, fon and holy ghoſt, wit i an intenti- 


Cc . 
on to do what the church daes, is not a tr 88 or valid baptiſm, let 
£ him 2 1 53 
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(62) 
ſervation, liberty, eaſe and tranquility ? Let us then think bet. 
ter of them, and acknowledge that their conduct is framed up. 


on nobler principles. 


The loyalty of theſe people to their prince is ſo ſteady, that 
it does not forſake them even in the midſt of their greateſt ſuf. 
ferings, in the darkeſt and filthieſt dungeons; an inſtance of 
which happened in October laſt. 

The miſcreant curate that ſet fire to his 3 ( as was 1. 


ted in the firſt article of this memorial) entered into a conſpira- 


cy with ſome other villains of his ſtamp, to murder the com- 
manding officer at Breſcou and the whole garriſon, in order to 
releaſe themſelves from the confinement they fo juſtly deſerved: 
But as they could not put their deſign in execution without diſ- 
Cloſing it to five or fix Proteſtants detained in the ſame caſtle on 
account of their religion, they ſpared no pains to engage them in 
the plot, endeavouring above all things to perſuade them that it 
was the only opportunity they could ever hope to enjoy of de- 
livering themſelves from the miſery of a jail: But the more 
earneſtly theſe villains preſſed the matter, the more did thoſe 
innocent victims of oppreſſion ſhew »their deteſtation of it; 
they not only ſolemnly proteſted againſt this horrible conſpiracy, 


but gave information of it, and by that Rep ſaved the lives of 


the officer and his little garriſon. It may not be amiſs to men- 
tion here another inſtance of the ſame kind, though of a much 
earlier date. The 21ſt of May 1705, divers Proteſtants, 
confined on the ſcore of religion in the caſtle of St, Peter en 
Cyſe, refuſed to ſtir out of their cells, whengthe count de Barre 
a gentleman of Savoye, Mr. de la Place treaſurer of St. Ju- 
lian, the chevalier de Marfontaine a gentleman of Macon, and 
ſome other Roman catholicks, all detained in the ſaid caftle for 
altering and counterfeiting the coin of the kingdom, cut the 
throat of Mr. de Mars ilie, the governor, maſtered the guards 
of the caſtle, and made their eſcape. See the H. i/torical Mer— 
cury, for the month of June, No. VII. 

Other proofs of their loyalty are containcd i in the following 


authentic picces. 
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APPENDIX. Ne. III. 


; Exiract from the acts of the 1 nod of the re- 


formed churches of France, aſſembled in the deſert in 
the lower Languedoc, from Tuejday the 11th of Au- 
gu 1744, to Friday the 2 It of the ſa onth. 


F TER having read the word of God, and implored 
the aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, all the members of 
the ſynod made the ſincereſt and ſtrongeſt proteſtations of their 
inviclable fidelity to his majeſty ; and declared that they aſſem- 
bled with no other view than to eſtabliſh themſelves more and 
more in their loyalty, to baniſh from amongſt them all differen- 


ces that might tend to diſturb the publick tranquility and the 
peace of their ch urches, and alſo to make regulations for the uſe 


of the ſaid churches.“ 


AR EITE 


4 Faſt ſhall be kept in all the reformed churches of this 

kingdom the 13th of December next, for the preſerva- 
tion of his majeſty's ſacred perſon, the ſucceſs of his arms, a 
cellation of war, and the deliverance of the church.“ 


ARC EE 1 


„though {God be praiſed for it) neither our paſtors nor 


our flocks {and in need of exhortations to remain ſtedfaſt 


in the ſentiments of fidelity and obedience that are due to our 

0 eien, the inclinations of their hearts perfectly agreeing 
wich the precepts which enjoin that duty ; nevertheleſs, ſeeing 
it Can dot be too much inculcated, the aſſembly, following the 
amps of the apoſtle, who bid his diſciple Titus put the faith- 
ful in N. ing to be ſulyde to principalities and powers, &c. has 
e ordered, that all paſtors ſhall, at leaſt oncea year, 
make a ſermon on this ſubject, &c. &c.” 

© +» enen of Thurſday Auguſt 20, bois over, as the 
allembly was about to break up, a member of the ſynod having 
communicated a letcer he had juſt received, containing the me- 
lanc!; -viy ess of the king's illneſs, they all fell upon their knees 


and made a fe vent prayer to God for his recovery.” 


© Then 
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- 66 Then the ſynod decreed, that publick Prayers to the ſame 
purpoſe ſhould be made as ſoon as poſſible in every church, and 
Circular letters for that purpoſe ſhould be immediately ſent to all 


the paſtors and elders.” Bn 


Extract from the acts of the national ſynod of the reformed chureh- 
es of France, aſſembled under the divine protection in the de- 
ert in Cevennes, from Wedneſday September 11th, to I, IFedneſ- 
day te I 87h of the ſame month. _ 


ce FT ER imploring the protection of God and the aſſiſtance 


of the Holy Ghoſt, the aſſembly unanimouſly made 
proteſtations of their inviolable fidelity to his majeſty our auguſt 
monarch, and declared that their deſign was only to ſtrengthen 
and confirm themſelves in theſe juſt ſentiments, as alfo to take 
He propereſt meaſures for promoting the glory of God and the 


edification of his church.“ 


ARTICLE it 


all the Proteſtants in the kingdom, in which, after re- 
newing the affurances of our loyalty and obedience, and briefly 
relating our deplorable circumſtances, we will moſt humbly be- 
ſeech his maja}y7 to have compaſſion upon us, and order ſome 
mitigation of our ſufferings; and then conclude with ardent 
and fincere wiſhes in favour of his ſacred perſon and auguſt fa 
mily, and for the glory and proſperity of his reign.” 


£6 \ Petition ſhall be preſented to the king, in the name of 


Letter of Pau! Robaut, a Proteſtant miniſter, dated November 
22, 1740, and writtcn on occaſion of the invaſion of Pri- 
vence, by the Auſtrian army, under the command of field mar- 
ſhal count Brown, the French court having then betrayed firong 
apprehgnſions that the Proteſtants of Languedoc and other ſou. 
thern provinces of France, would have joined the invaders. 


cc Hereby inform you that the Intendant of Montpelier 

has ſent a Proteſtant gentleman to confer with my collc- 
Suess and with me, in order to know what our ſentiments at? 
concerning the fidelity and obedience due to the ſovercign; to en- 
gage us to incline our people to the practice of this duty, and 
not give car to the Engliſh emillaries that are in the country, as 
ſome pretend; and in mort, to induce us to write on theſe 
heads to the Intendant, h has promiſed to forward our letters 
to the court. I was the firſt miniſter applied to; and after a 
pretty 
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pretty long conference with the Commiſſary, I wrote'the let · 
ter required, which was as follows: 1 
& 
My Lord, 

6c HE NI devoted myſelf to the funRions of a Pro- 

teſtant miniſter in this kingdom, J was not inſenſible 
of the danger I expoſed mylelf to; and accordingly looked up- 
on myſelf as a victim marked out for death. No human con- 
ſiderations could induce me to take up with ſuch an employ- 


ment; for beſides that there can be nothing more melancholy, 


in the opinion of the world, than the manner in which the mi- 
niſteÞ of the deſert paſs their time, life is the moſt valuable of 
of all temporal enjoyments, and no advantages of this world 
can induce a rational being to make ſacrifice of it. Being con- 
vinced that the greateſt ſervice a man can do his Neighbour, is 
to inſtruct him in the knowledge of his duties, and to engage 
him to the performance of it, I thought I ſhould do the greateſt 
good I was capable of, by devoting myſelf to the office of paſ- 
tor. Ignorance is the death of the ſoul, and the ſource of a 
multitude of crimes. The Proteſtants being debarred from 


the exerciſe of their religion, believing that they cannot in conſci- 


ence aſſiſt at the exerciſes of the Romiſh religion, and not being 


permitted to uſe the books that are neceſſary for their inſtruction; 


I leave you, my lord, to judge, what their condition would be, 
if they were abſolutely deſtitute of paſtors. 'They would be ig- 
norant of their moſt eſſential duties; they would either fall into 
ſanaticiſm, that fertile ſource of extravagance and diſorder, or in- 
to indifference and a contempt of all religion. If menaces 
and ſevere uſage ſhould extort from them a profeſſion of the na- 
tional faith, it would only be the profeſſion of hypocrites, Who 
would inwardly deteſt their outward appearance. But could the 
government depend upon hypocrites, and men without re- 
lizion ? Nay, what miſchiefs might not bes apprehended 
from them ??? . 

_ * Your lordſhip is not inſenſible that the miniſtry of the 
paſtors in a great meaſure obviates theſe evils and inconvenien- 
cies, For my own part, I have not been ſparing of the moit 
ſolid inſtructions to thoſe that have been committed to my care: 
I have laboured chiefly after grounding them in the fundamen- 
tal points of religion, to inculcate upon them the important du- 
ties of morality: I have made diſcourſes expreſly on the loyalty 
and obedience due to the ſovereign ; and both in public and in 
private, in my ſermons and in my prayers, I have ſhewed my 


| people how firmly I was perſuaded of the indiſpenſible neceſ- 
4 lity. of this duty, and have taught them to practiſe it by my 


own 
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„„ 
own example; flattering myſelf that by this I not only promo- 
ted the ſalvation of my brethren, but was contributing, as is 
my duty, to the good of the ſtate. | 

% Let not your lordſhip harbour any apprehenſions at this 
juncture, that my tonduc&t will alter in the leaſt, or give the 
lye to the former part of my life. It is through Inclination, 
as well as duty, that I have exhorted the Proteſtants to be loyal 
and obedient to our auguſt monarch; in which J will perſevere, 
eſpecially on this occaſion ; and I doubt not but my collegues 
will do the ſame. Tonly wait for the recovery of my health, 
to put a hand to the work again. It is true that the Proteſtants 
have been great ſufferers in divers provinces of the kingdom, 
either in their perſons, in their children, or in their fortunes; 
and this may be ſufficient cauſe to fear, that the exhortations 
of the paſtors will not be altogether ſucceſsful : But your lord- 
ſhip mutt give me leave to ſay, that no pains have been ſpared 
on our parts to train them up to ſubmiſſion, patience, and a 
contempt of worldly enjoyments; that we have laboured to 
Convince them, that fidelity to the ſovereign is a prime duty of 
our religion, and that none of us can excuſe himſelf fromghe 
practice of it: So that there is reaſon to hope they will not 
wholly ſhake it off. This I can affirm for truth, that if his 
majeſty would allow the Proteſtants the liberty of having paſ- 
tors, to celebrate their marriages, baptize their children, and 
perform the other miniſterial offices of their religion, only in 
the deſert, they would be ready to do all that men can do to 
demonſtrate their gratitude and their attachment to his perſon: 
Nay, I dare ſay, that were they to be employed in repelling 


the enemies of the ſtate, they would fill the world with the 


fame of their exploits: and Louis XV. would be no les 
charmed with their bravery, than Henry the great was with that 
of their forefathers.” = 
I have the honour to be with the moſt profound reſpect, &c. 

“The very day that I wrote this letter (continues Mr. Ro- 
baut) Mr, Vefrne{abre wrote another, the contents of which! 
am ignorant of. They were both delivered to the Commillary, 
who ſent them away the ſame day to Montpellier. A few days. 


after J had a meeting with my collegues ; and as the Commiſ- 


fary was charged to ſee every one of us, I gave him notice of 
the time anq place of rendezvous. He came accordingly, and 
after he had produced his commiſſion, we made ſome reſlexi- 
ONS upon it, and agreed to write a letter to the Intendant, which 
Mr. Claris dreyy up, and which we all ſubſcribed. The con- 
tents of it wetP, as near as I can recollect, That we net 
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l 
ther knew thoſe men whom they called emiſſaries, nor had 
heard any mention made of them: That we had always exhorted, 
and on every occaſion did ſtill exhort our flocks to patience un- 
der afflictions, and to ſubmiſſion and obedience to the ſovereign - 
And that we would never depart from this goſpel precept, Fear 
God and honour the King.“ 
«© The Commiſſary, after he had. left us, ſet out for Andu- 
ze. He ſaw Meff. Boyer, La Ferriere, &c. who alſo deli- 
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them nothing: The perſecutions are ſtill carried on, and the 


yered letters to him; after which he proceeded to Montpellier, 1 
= where he waited on the Intendant, and gave him an account of tl 
; Hhlius commiſſion. The Intendant ſeemed very well ſatished with * 1 
1 our letters, and, as we are affured, ſent them up to court.“ 4 
3 But all their proteſtations of loyalty and affection to their 
5 king, all their profeſſions of ſubmiſſion and obedience, avail | 


| FF government diſcovers a fixed reſolution to make them conform 

i to the Romiſh church, or totally to extirpate them. Great [ 
o  aumbers have fled into foreign parts within theſe few months, "y 
t WF and more are daily flying. It has not yet been poſſible to col- | 
« 1e exact accounts of the proceedings againſt them ſince the ' 
t beginning of this Year; but the reader may fotm an idea of 

s FF their preſent lamentable ſituation from the contents of the fol- 
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APPENDIX. No. IV. 


doc, dated April the 15th, 1752. 


COST melancholy is the news I am going to relate to 

you. The harveſt, for the laſt ſeaſons have been ſo fruit- 

cſs, that the whole country is in a ſtate of inexpreſſible pover- 
ty. The crop of ſilk-worms which uſed to bring in ſuch con- 
ſiderable ſums has entirely failed for the laſt three years; as 
have the other crops: of corn, wine, and oil. Happy are we 
however that We are ſupplied with corn from foreign countries; 
without which the pcople muſt have been quite deſtroyed by 
famine : For every thing ſells at an exorbitant price, and two 
thirds of our town with inceflant labour can ſcarcely procure 
ſubſiſtance. But was this the whole of our calamity we could 
paticntly bear-it: We are every day loaded with freth taxes, 
and continually obliged. to pay new fines impoſed upon us on 
pony. of our religious aſſemblies. Ar. Tempie, the Inten- 
dant's deputy, came down the 29th of December laſt to the 
place called the Roqual (near which our Proteſtant brethren 
held an aſſembly) in order to condemn the whole place in the 
fum of 12161. 165. which we have been obliged to pay with- 
out delay. But what is more afflictive, which I cannot men- 
tion withbut tears.'and a heart full of grief, they have ſeized 
upon one Mr. Benezet, a native of Montpellicr, who was 
going to be admitted propofant, 2. e. Candidate of Divinity, 
for the country of the Cevennes. He was ſtopped at the 
Vigan, the goth of January, by a party of dragoons, and 
ſent from thence to Montpellier with an efcorte of four hun- 
ed men horſe and foot, and confined in the citadel. The 
27th of March, at two in the afternoon, he was hanged. He 
died wich the moſt reſigned, pious and edifying diſpoſitions; 8 
that the executioner himſelf could not help ſaying, That he 
did not hang a man but an angel. Another moſt lamentable 
piece of news 18, that on the 17th of March in the night, the 
Rev. Mr. John Molines, called F lechicr, native of Genvu- 
iHac's pariſh; a moſt worthy divine, eminent for his fine ge- 
nius and great abilities, was arreſted at Ge egg ugh The 
ſan ne — he Was ſent to to Montpellier, together with his wife 
a 


44 


(99) 

2 lady of quality, and her daughter, beſides another gentleman 
of the ſame place. They were all put into the citadel, where 
they are cloſely confined ; but nothing is ſaid about the trial. 
'That miniſter receives 1 from the moſt conſiderable people 
of the city, who are highly ſatisfied with his character and im- 
proving converſation. . The rector of our lady viſits him fre- 
quently, but not a word of controverſy paſles between them. 
There is a Roman catholick gentleman, who ſays he would 
gladly beſtow his own blood to ſave his; and if three millions 
of livres could purchaſe his liberty, he would oblige himſelf to 
raiſe that ſum. All our brethern are deeply concerned and 
greatly alarmed at the ſeizure of that miniſter. In general we 
are all in a moſt dreadful condition. The perſecution is ſo in- 
duſtrioully Kindled againſt us throughout the kingdom, that we 
are in continual dread of the miſery that the next moment may 
bring upon us. In this province we are threatened eſpecially 
with reſpect to the marriages and baptiſm which have been ſo- 
lemnized in our own aſſemblies. Theſe the Papiſts inſiſt upon be- 
ing ſolemnized again in their churches; and ſome of our brethern 
have been prevalled upon through fear to ſubmit themſelves to 
this impoſition, particularly in the Low Country, at Marſillar- 
cues, Le Queila, Condougnan, and many other places; whi- 
ther dragoons have been ſent to force them to a compliance. 

Ihe conſequence is, that they are obliged to go to mals; or 
to ſuffer impriſonment and the gallies; even thoſe that are 
taken up, and ſubmit as to the marriages and baptiſms, cannot 
redeem their liberty, but by paying 500 livres, for eyery child 
chriſtened, and 1000 for every marriage ſolemnized by Prote- 
ſtant mini ers, beſides the fees and coſts of ſuit, which fome- 
times amount to 500 livres more, Doubtleſs a vaſt number of 
us will quit the kingdom: For while we are obnoxious to theſe 
inquiſitions about marriages and baptiſms, we cannot but groan 
under the moſt melancholy apprehenſions. May the Almighty 
providence diſpoſe every thing for the beſt. We all confets that 
our ingratitude has rendered us unworthy of the Divine favour, 
I earneſtly deſire you will join your fervent prayers to God, that 
he would pleaſe to calm his anger towards us, and favour us 
wich happier days. 


Copy of a letter frem a place near Nimes, in Languedoc, dated 
May 10, 1752. 

N the 30th of Jabs laſt, Mr. Francis Benezet, who 

was deſirous of being admitted a miniſter in the province 


of the Lower Cevennnes, but not being ſufficiently qualiſied, 
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lowing month he was conducted to Montpellier under a guard of 


. 
Pad reſolved to retire into ſome other country, was arrefted by 


the dragoons of the Vigan, i in an inn where he had retired with 
„ Miniſter in the ſaid province, and the 7th of the fol- 


four or five hundred dragoons. 

About the ſame time, an officer of dragoons, who com- 
manded a troop at Cailare, a borough of 250 houſes, three 
leagues from Nimes, whoſe inhabitants were moſtly Proteſtants, 
reſolved to oblige thoſe parents whoſe children had been bap- 
tizcd in the deſart, to have them baptized agaiu in the Romiſh 
church. With this intent he ordered his troop to take arms, and 


placing bimſelf at the head of it, entered the houſes of the prote- 


ſtants, threatning to kill them if they refuſed to comply. Above 
thirty perſons who, at the peril of their lives, refuſed, were con- 
ducted to prifon ; the reſt had recourſe to flight, carrying away 
their children whom they hid in the neighbouring villages, to 
prevent the execution of the ſacrilegious orders of this inhuman 
officer, who finding himſelf at liberty to diſpoſe of the children 
whoſe parents were captives or fugitives, had them conveyed to 
church, where they were rebaptized amidſt the laughter and 
blffooneries of the dragoons and papiſts. When they re- baptiz- 
ed the children, they reſolved to celebrate a-new the marriages 
which had been ſolemnized in the deſart, and all that could be 
apprehended were dragged to maſs : nothing could be imagined 
more impious or violent ; thoſe unhappy wretches not know- 
ing what to do, betook themſelves to flight, ſome of whom are 
fihce re turned, but the greateſt number are ſtill fugitives; and 
many are fled into foreign countries, forſaking their houſes and 
all their ſubſtance. 

„The 157thof March Mr. Flechier, miniſter in the Lower 
Languedoc, was arreſted by the dragoons, at Marſillargues, and 
conducted in the evening with his wife, his daughter, anda 
gentleman of the neighbourhood, to Montpellier, and confined 
in the citadel of that city. About the ſame time ſix men and 
ſix women, taken at their religious aſſemblies, wete tried and 
condemned, the men to the gallies, the women to be confined 
in the tower of Conſtances. A few days before, they arreſted 
the keeper of the inn where Mr. Benezet was taken, and he 
was conducted to MontpekHier with a gentleman of the Vigan. 
The 27th of March Mr. Benezet was tried and condemned to 
be hanged, which ſentence was the more ſurpriſing, as being 
neither miniſter nor a propoſant, it was expected he would at 
molt be ſentenced to the gallies. All this\you may imagine has 
much afflicted us, though we have been in che midſt of _ af- 
. fliction 
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fiction comforted and edified, by the manner in which Mr. Be- 
nezet ſuffered martyrdom : he was born of proteſtant pa- 
rents, but loſing them very young, he unhappily embraced the 
Romiſh tenents, and in his fifteenth year received the ſacrament 
according to the rites of that communion ; but he ſoon perceiy= 
ed his errors, returned to the Proteſtants, and followed Mr. 

to the deſert. When his ſentence was read, he ſhed ſome 


tears, but immediately recovering himſelf, he lifted up his eyes 


towards heaven, and ſaid, in the preſence of his Judges, O God 
forgive me my weakneſs. Among many eccleſiaſtics, who had 


conſtantly beſet him ſince he was arreſted, in hopes to gain him 
over, two Jeſuits immediately approached to make the laſt at- 


| tempt, but he deſired them to retire and let him employ, as he 
judged proper, the few moments allowed him to prepare 


for death; which deiire they refuſed ro comply with. 
When he was taken out of priſon to be brought to the 
place of execution, Mr. Flechier, who was confined near the 
priſon, and who gueſſed by the noiſe what was tranſacting, 
looked through the bars of the window, and ſecing Mr. Bene- 
zet, he cried out to him, © be ſtout, my brother, you have 
but one ſtep to heaven; fight to the end the good fight, keep 
© your faith, and you ſhall receive the crown of righteouſneſs 
* which is prepared for you; ling a pſalm ;* which the martyr 


hearing, he began to ſing the 511t pſalm, and being reproved by 


the Major of the citadel, he told him with reſolution, Ds your 
duty, I do mine. When he was at the foot of the gallows, he 
kneeled and prayed to God with a great deal of zeal, then went 
up the ladder, and being followed by one of the abovemention= 
ed Jeſuits, who preſented him with his crucifix to Kiſs, he re- 
pulſed him with diſdane ; and after a ſhort prayer, deſired the 
executioner to turn him off. So died Mr. Benezet, gloriouſfly, 
and like a Chriſtian, with a courage, a modeſty, a mildneſs, a 


ſerenity and holy joy, which greatly edified the witneſſes of his 


martyrdom. I ſuppoſe you have heard of what has happen= 
cd at Montauban ; thirty perſons are condemned, the men to 
the gallies, the women to the houſe of correction in Cahors. 
Though we have ſeen here three of our priſoners releaſed, yet 
they endeavour to deſtroy us entirely, indeed not with ſo much 
precipitation, but without intermiſſion.“ 
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UR affairs become more ſerious, and the perſecution is 
fiercer than ever. The Papiſts demanded abjuration 
from all thoſe who have been married, or have had their chil- 


draafp:itized in our religious aſſemblies. Theſe Barbarians 
upon fathers, mothers, and childttn, and force them into 


the Romiſh churches, violtntly beating them with ſticks or the 
muzzles of their guns: it is piercing to hear the lamentable 
ſhricks of the poor Proteſtants, when they fall into the hands of 
theſe remorſeleſs bigots. 'T hoſe who have been ſo happy as to 


_ eſcape, have indeed avoided this barbarous treatment. But they 


have fallen into new diſtreſs very little inferior. For having 
ſaved no part of their goods in the precipitate flight, they are 
now wandcring from place to place, till the charity of mankind 
ſhall make à collection in their favour, and enable them to 
retire into ſome foreign country, where they may procure 12 
for their ſoulss. | 

The method which the Romaniſts take to bring to their 
churches thoſe whoſe baptiſm or marriage has been ſolemnized 
in our ſacred aſſemblies, is this; they ſend bailiffs to the place 

marked out for deſtruction, with troopers of the marſhalſea, 


Tho ſignify publicly to the Proteſtants, that in three days they 


ſhall bring their children to the church, in order that they: may 
have a ſecond baptiſm, or in caſe of refuſal be ſubjected to the 
ſevereſt penaltics ; and accordingly, if the children do not ap- 
pear, five or fix troopers are quartered at diſcretion upon the 
houſes of the parents. There is no day paſics but it coſts theſe 
unhappy people, either in ready money, or in expences for the 
troopers and their horſes, thirty-ſix livres per diem : and if at 
laſt their children do not ſurrender, their whole eſtates are con- 
fiſcated. 

The marriages of thoſe who refuſeto have them ſolemnized | 
again in the Romiſh church, are diſſolved: the huſbands are for 
ever ſeparated from their wives, the chidren are proclaimed baſ- 
tards, and the mothers whores. The children are ſeized, and ſent 
to Montpellier to a Popiſi ſchool, ſupported there by the income 
of the fathers fortunes. Such are the cruelties which the Papiſts 


Fe prackiſing all over Languedoc. They ravage one place after 


another; they have gone "through the villages and boroughs of 
the Low Country, and are now at the town of Sommiere : not 
one place is free from their incurſions, In the mean while trade 
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is intirely ſtopt, no payments are made, no ſale of goods is to 
be obtained, even at a loſs ; the province is in the utmoſt con- 
ſternation.“ | 
It is to be bleed, that thoſe who have been married again 
in the Romiſh church, are ever after deemed Roman Catholics; 
and conſequently obliged to go to mals ; or in caſe of omiſſion 
are conſidered as relapſers, and ſent directly to priſon 1 to the 
allies. 
' It is alſo to be obſerved, that by the edict of his moſt Chriſtian 
majeſty given at Verſailles the 17th of January 1750. (fee 
No. I. of this Appendix) The commander in chief, or in his 
abſence the Intendant, is empowered to pronounce definitively 
and in the laſt reſort againſt the Proteſtants in all caſes of reli- 
gion: ſo that they are intirely given up to the caprice, reſent- 
ment, or rapacity of the Intendant, without the help or com- 
fort of any tribunal upon earth, and without any hopes of re- 
dreſs, but from that God why judgeth all things righteoufly ; and 
who will render to every man according to his deeds ; to them wha 
by patient continuance in well-doing, " ſeek for glory and honour 
and immortality, eternal life; but to them that are contentious, and 


di obey not the truth, but obey unrighteouſneſs, indignation and 


wrath ; tribulation and anguiſh, upon every ſoul of man that doth 
evil, 
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(75) 
APPENDIX. No. V. 


LETTER from the curate of Z 10600 Lord Biſhop 
of Agen, occaſioned by the letter which that prelate wrote to 
the comptroller general againſt the tollerating of Huganets in 
France. 

0 

My LoRD, 

UFFER A plain curate, not known to your lordſhip, 
8 and of a Dioceſs ſomewhat diſtant from that which pro- 
vidence hath entruſted to your care, to take the liberty to ſpeak 
his mind of a letter which you have wrote to the comptroller 
general againſt the tollerating Hugonots in this Kingdom. Your 
name, your dignity, your eloquence, and above all, the Im- 
portance of the matter, occaſioned me to enquire for you? 
Letter with the greateſt earneſtneſs. Agrecably ſurprized that 
at a conjuncture, when our lords the prelates are fo engaged in 
defending the immunities of the clergy and to maintain their 


temporalities, a Biſhop who diſtinguiſheth himſelf on this ſplen- 


did ſcene finds leizure enough to take in hand the cauſe of the 


Z Church and of religion irfelf. left nothing unattempted that 


q 
Yo ac IE 7 ee re AR IN SDA, l 
Sy? . T rn NOT ANT RC L7G 


FN 


5 ; 
bes, 
1 
* 
< 
3 
W 
os 
. 
. 
3 
4 
* 
'Y 
V 
=! 
£ 
«8 
2 
K. 
4 
3 
E. 
= 
* 
wo, 
8 
£4 
WC 
2 
2 
E= 
bo: 
R, 
3 
. 
. 
bet 
wr 
8 
« 
4 
5 
*J 
* 
N 
oft 
© HAS! 
hv 
B 
Wa: 
Po ry 
IEEE 
"KK 
Da 
2 
I 
OTA 
* 


with my own eyes 1 might ſee fo rare a phoenomenon ; and tho* 


| F I met with ſome difficulty in finding a oo of your letter 1 


have at length ſucceeded. 
am aſſured that on its Huſt appearance the Hugonots ſnatch- 


edit up with incredible ardor; conceiving , that ſince your 


Lordſhip had wrote to hinder their being. tollerated, there cer- 
tainly muſt have been ſome project on foot at court favourable 
to them; but on ſeeing the three lines from the comptroller ge- 
neral in anſiver, they looked no longer on the part you acted 
nit, than as the bitter fruit of a report {ſpread by ill minded 
people, intending to rouze up that"zealagainit them, the ef- 
jects of which are painted in the blackeſt colours, 

My age and my experience authoriſe me to tell you ingent- 
ouſly, my lord, that I ſhould have been glad, either that) your 
letter had not ſeen the light, or that it had been wrote in ano- 
ther ſtile. Sinde about thirty years that I have received the Or- 
der of Prieſthood, and that to fulfil the duty of a miniſtry, 
which your lordſhip cannot be quite ignorant requires ſome 
pains and attention, I have cloſely ſt adyc :d the genius of the 
chriſtian religion, and the manner in which it mult be preach- 
ed, to do it with ſucceſs, I never could PEO that violence 
and 23 airs ſucceeded. Deſcanting on it in certain ſtrains 

. gym may 


(70) | 
may render one remarkable, and qualify him in the eyes of 
Rome, for a head worthy to be adorned with a ſcarlet hat ; but 
it doth not perſwade, much lefs doth it edifie; far from alure 
ing, it enrages. 

I confeſs, - my lord, that it doch not appear by your language 
that you have any deſign to make converts among the Calui- 
niſts. From the manner in which you paint them, we ſhould 

be ſurpriz ed did you condeſcend ſo low. Your letter muſt be 
viewed in its true point of light. I look upon it as vehement 
phillipick, which a ſudden fear of ſeeing the Hugonots favoured, * 
protected, perhaps recalled for the advantage of vr and Mz. 
nufactures, hath forced from you. 

Such an apprehenſion was undoubtedly humbling! to a Biſ- 
op, who regards theſe people as irreconcilable enemies to E- 

piſcopacy. You have been diſturbed by it; your terrified imma. 
gination immediately repreſented all the horrors of the religious 
wars which ſmeared France with blood for ſeventy years, and 
brought the Kingdom more than once, within tuo inches of its Ruin. 

Tho” you do not exprefly ſay it, it may be perceived that in 
calling to mind HENRY the GREAT, probably, deprived of tle 
throne, if he had not embraced the religion of his Anceſtors, 
you have trembled for LEWIS THE WELL-BELOVED, if he 
{ſhould not perſecute the Calviniſts; /o much the love of our rel. 
gion imprinted in the bottom of the hearts of the French, is capa- | 
ble to move and lead them in all things, for bis preſervation and 

far his glory. 

In this ſpirit, and in the midſt of the agitations wherein thoſe 
reflections had caſt you, it was altogether natural that you 
ſhould take the pen; and being the firſt apprized of the danger, 

you ſhould fignaliſe your zeal in raiſing your voice and all your 
1/36 ſtrength. In vain we look upon your fears as chimerical, and 
1-1. your alarms as pannick terrors : affected with the object 28 
you appear to have been, it was not poſſible that you ſhould 


1 i ſpeak with calmneſs. Heavy ſtrokes are not given without 
$5 3k 

WE . great emotion. You merit this juſtice, that looking on th: 
1 calviniſts as execrable people, and their religion as a fect Which 


opens the door to all crimes, you could not but ring out to a- 
larm all France for the conſequences of their return, and to 
blow up that holy zeal againſt them which enflames all tho!z 
among the Catholicks who reſemble you. 
Your letter, proceeding from this principle, my lore, 
ought certainly to paſs for a maſter piece in the eyes of many 
people. It is altogether of a piece, every thing ſuitable, both 


the ſtile and the matter. What Aſſemblage of facts! what 
| ener 
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; (77) 
| energy of expreſſion ! what ſtrength in the ſtrokes ! what 
| life in the colours! Tt is every where fire, or ſomething hotter. 
But every one doth not think as you do, on this mat- 
ter; thence it comes that there is ſuch a variety of mea- 
nings put on the reaſonings you deduce from it, and on the 
manner in which you expreſs them. I find myſelf affected; 
{ muſt, my lord, acknowledge it: and as it may happen, 
that when you take pen in hand to give a new edition of 
your letter, you may think proper to make ſome altera- 
tions in it, J perſuade myſelf that you will take it well, 
if I warn you freely of certain things which it is expected 
that you would retouch, whether it be to ſoften them, to 
caſt ſome light upon them, or, perhaps, even to ſet them right. 
We preſently diſcover that you give a terrifying Idea of 
the calviniſts and their religion. You repreſent them as 
factious 3; as pernicious ſubjects, ever ſeditious and in league 
with the enemies of their country; as a people whoſe religion 
ſauct ij fies vice, authoriſes diſorder, Ai ſſolves engagements, breaks 
the band of Faith, leaves to every one the liberty to do what 
he pleaſes, and to worſhip as he- thinks fit. But hath this 
portrait any likene(s ? Is nothing more required to render 
the Hugonots odious, . but to draw ſo hateful a picture? 
How can. you prove, my lord, that their religion ſanctifies 
vice? Where is it that it authoriſes diſorder ? In'what coun- 
try doth it leave to every one the liberty to do what he 
pleaſes ? And if every one of them may worſhip as he thinks 


lit, what appearance hath it, that they ſhould expoſe them- 


le Lelves to all extremities, rather than join in ours ? I appre- 

ou bend that this paſſage of your letter gives unlucky ideas of 

r, te uprightneſs of your heart. Aſſuredly it will be taxed 
ur with calumny, and you may find yourſelf in ſome difficul- 

i ti: | | 

s © It is true you give a maſterly picture of the horrors that 


d de civil war produced, of which religion was either 
ut the cauſe or the pretext. I admire the addreſs and ſwift- 


e dess with which your pen paſſes over the furies of the league, 
ch and ſets aſide even the names of perſons and things, which 
- © # that time armed the Hugonots and drove them to ex- 
to ficmitiess A common writer would have ſpoiled all by 
e iidilereet panegyricks on the Guiſe's, in joining his approba- 

bon to the praiſes with which a great Pope honoured the 
_—O bloody tryumphs of the Eve of St. Bartholemew. You 
y 2 £i4e over all this with infinite grace. The politicks of car- 
nal Richlicu, appear from your pencil with an air of re- 


ligion 
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ligion which enchants us; and T doubt if any author be. 
fore you, ever placed in ſo good a light that unſhaken firm. 
neſs with which Lewis XIV. maintained the ſeverity of 
his edicts to purge his kingdom of the vicious and peccant 
humours which had made ſuch ravage in it. Tho' the bleed- 
ing was great, tho' the remedy was violent, tho' the hands 


Which adminiftred it were ſomewhat rough, it appears plain 


to every one Who ſees with your eyes that all this was 
abſolutely neceſſary. Above all things I love that part-of 
your letter wherein you'have ſo delicately opened the unex- 
pected reſources, found by France in the friendſhip of Queen 


ANN, and I return you, my lord, a thouſand thanks for me 


and for my friends, for the diſcovery which you would 
draw from the ſecret negotiations of that time ; on the ear- 
neſt ſollicitations which the miniſters of that great queen, 
then made for the reſtoring the refugees. What contraſt | 
Lewis XIV. achnowkadged the uſurper of England, and tram- 
pled under foot all thoſe who were favoured by that prince, 
QUEEN ANN, on the contrary, betrayed the cauſe of the 
refugees and earne/?!y ſollicited for them. Then LEWIS XV, 
worthy imitatox of the royal virtues of his great-grand 
father, far from giving ear to any ſollicitations in favour of 
theſe Fad ſubjects, ought rather to grant all, riſk all, than 


give *over the project of exterminating them finally. Surely 


nothing can be better argued ; there cannot be a conſequence ; 

more juſt. | : 
Undoubtedly, you will be ſurpriſed that after this confeſſion, 

J dare to improve the vivacity of the expreſſions which 


Jour lordſhip makes uſe of to characteriſe the calviniſts. But, 


my lord, confider of it. In ſetting them forth as people 
ſo deteſtible, you engage in this hateful judgment, I will 
not ſay, ſome among your anceſtors; that would offend 
your impartiality. You would engage an infinite number 
of wortIfy Frenchmen, gentlemen of merit, princes of the 


- firſt rank, of whom calviniſm was the religion; and who 


ſacrificed every thing to it. You diſhonour them in being 


. what you are; you tarniſh their memory: and that, which 


will ſtrike you, perhaps, the moſt, you give the lye di- 
rectly to many repcated declarations of our kings, which are 
full of the moſt advantageous evidences of the virtue of the 
Hugonots and their faithful Patriotiſm. Gentler ſtrokes would 
have preſerved you from theſe reproaches, they would have 
more (a antaged your zeal, and would not have offended 
your pxnetration. 

15 . Believe 


(79) - 


Believe me my Lord, people are ſurpriſed, concern- 


ed, ſhocked to the laſt degree at what you ſay, par- 
ticularly, concerning the revocation of the Edict of Nants. 
Why would you harp on this ſtring? Wherefore infift fo 
much on the pretended wiſdom of thoſe reaſons which deter- 
mined to {ſtrike this remarkable ftroke ? Why would you 
diſturb the minds of people at a time when all endeavours 
are uſed to fet them at reſt ; to perſuade that was the thing 
to be done; undoubtedly, neither would the Edict be broke, 
nor thoſe ſevere Edicts, which are enforced with regret, 
ſtand in its place? Where was the neceflity to obſtruct all 
thoſe gentler meaſures which a beloved Prince would prefer ? 
And, at the ſame time, where is the prudence to bring in 
queſtion whether LEWIS xv. hath more reaſon to regard 
the Edits of Lewis x1v, than LEWIS x1v, had to regard 
che Edits of HENRY IV? We have been ſo often put to 
the bluſh on the ſworn irrevocability of the Edict ef Nants, 
that ſilence is our only refuge on this capital affair. | 

To ſupport your ſentiments, my Lord, you make uſe of 
an arzument, which in its recoil may prove a little danger- 
ous. You ſay, that if one would cloſely confider the princi- 
ples of Calviniſm, it will be found that they are not only oppo= 
fete to all religions whatever they be, but, moreover, they are 
enemies to Kings and oppoſite to monarchy. It ie, you ay, 
a ſmoular character and what ought to be abhorred beyond all 
other Hereſies. Let us not examine too clotely into the 
meaning of theſe ſurpriſing words, that the principles of 
Calviniim are oppoſite to all Religions, whatever they be, 
Do you apprehend no kind of embarraſment to yourſelf, in 
accuſing the Hugonots of being enemies to Kings through 
principle? As for me, I apprehend, leaſt this accuſation may 


wwaken ſome ancient complaints againſt the doctrine of cer- 


tain caſuiſts amongſt ourſelves. Your Lordſhip underſtands 
me. I tremble leaſt the murderers of our Kings ſhould be 
brought forward on the ſtage. It may be demanded of you, 


if the Clements, the Chatels, the Ravaillacs were Hugonots ? 


You may be called upon to tell, whether Mariana and 
the like of him were Calviniſts. | 

We underſtand from yuu, that all the diſputes occaſioned” 
by the other ſefts, paſſed away among Drivines and in writings 
--——whereas, ſcarce had Calviniſm appeared.in the world, 


but we ſaw every kingdom overwhelmed by their maxims and 


by their arms, We may ſuppoſe, nevertheleſs, that when 
you come to be anſwered, you will be told, that they took 


* 


up 


(80) | 
up no arms but for their defence; or that they will reerimi- 
nate in calling to mind the odious proceedings in which the 
Catholicks have at ſpmetimes rendered themſelves blameable, 
You call hiſtory. and books to your aſſiſtance. But in this 
you are not exceeding fortunate. The firſt fact alledged by 
you is the revolt of the Low Countries. The R?pyblick of 
Holland, ſay you, is the produce of Hereſy and Rebellion, 
The faction of the Gueux, ſupported and conducted by the Po- 
licy and Valour of the Princes of Orange, hath withdrawn 
from the Spaniſh ſubection theſe powerful provinces, who had 
aver been obedient to their Sgvereign. Will every one agree 
to this, my Lord? Do you not fear that it will be demon- 
ſtrably proved, that the dread of the Inquiſition, the multi- 
plying Biſhopricks and the burden of impoſts, occaſioned 
the faction of the Gueux, before ever the novelties of Cal- 
viniſm had infected them? All authors of repute agree to it, 
And what would you have? That this people ſhould be flead, 
That the N obility of the Country ſhould ſubmit to the yoks 
along with them, without dareing to defend their liberty, 
Did they, at their beginning, ſpeak higher than our Lords 
the Clergy have juſt now done to defend the immunities of 
the Church? and do you know of na Biſhop, who on this 
. occaſion. hath borrowed the language of the States of the 
Low Countries, againit the enterpriſes of their Sovereign, 
It is true that among the Hugonots, they are pretty full of 
the idea that the King is the Man of the People: But I do 
not think that they have carried the matter ſo far as to teach, 
as your Lordſhip aſſures, that a meer diſguſt to the perſon of 
a Prince, ſufficiently authoriſes the people to wreſt from him 
the authority which they had depoſited with him. 1 ever fear 
they may complain, that you are lending them an opinion 
Which they had not before, All I can be ſure of in this 
matter is, that in perſuading that it is of mare advantage to 
ferve God than Man, they are generally of this principle; 
that ſuch an opinion is not injurious to Kings. You have 
clone very. well,, my Lord, not to expoſe this branch of their 
ſeditious ſentiments. Tt might encline ſome in their favour; 
' becauſe it is not of a piece with the Character you have 
found of Calviniim, ta be oppoſite to all Religions, for it 
hath a very religious and even a chriſtian appcarance. For 
what remains, it doth not become me to frame Leſſons for 
a Biſhop on that which Sovereigns owe to their people. The 
matter is too delicate to be taken up by ſuch hands as mine. 
But, my Lord, will you permit me to give you advice. 
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Condeſcend fo far as to read a Romance. Take the Tels 
machus of the incomparable FENELON: or what is better 
Read, Study, Meditate the fine Dzred7:ons of this great Arch 
Biſhop for the Conſcience of a King, and after that, attack 
the Hugonots, who are bold enough to pretend that the 
Ring is the Man of the People. | 

Although to deipife the Authority of the Church, is cer- 
tainly a great fault, yet it doth not immediately appear, that 
from little Reverence to Epiſcopacy arifes an hatred to Mo- 
narchy. Iam very glad that your Lordſhip hath not much 
inſiſted upon that. Not that I ſce the Hugonots of thoſe times 
times much incenſed againſt Epiſcopacy. On the contrary 
] have had opportunity in my travels to be convinced that 
their Miniſters would be as well pleaſed as ourſelves to be- 


come Biſhops. But it is proper that the People ſhould know - 


that n Dueſtions which ariſe concerning Faith, the Church, 
wiſely inſtructed in the precepts of its Founder, leaves them no 
ther choice to make but that of ſubmiſſion to Biſhops. Truly it 


well becomes the Moman who ought not to open her lips in the 


Church, to examine what ſhe 1s to believe, and to judge, if 
that which is propoſed to her be conformable to the Word of 
God and to common ſenſe. It would be pretty to ſee an ar- 
tizan buſted in his trade, neglect his proffeſſion to ſtudy the 
Holy Scripture; and @ Labourer, without knowledge, with 
et learning, without principles, employ himſelf in reaſoning upon 
Religion | In time ſuch people would undertake to examine 
the Bible, to reconcile texts, to diſcuſs the mojt profound prin- 
ciples of Divinity. As much as to ſay that commentaries and 
Theological treatiſes were made to be read and underftood by 
the common people, and that where one Biſhop ſays /Yh:te, 
and another Biſhop Black, we are bound to believe Black 

and White both together. | 
As for me, My Lord, I am firm; and never ſhall give 
ground in this reſpe&. Vet we know, the common people; 
your Agenois may be the firſt to exert themlelves; who 
knows but they may forget themſelves ſo far as to encline to 
examine your Letter and judge if it be good reaſoning? We 
are undone for ever if the right of examining be granted to 
plain Chriſtians : we mutt turn all our attention to this point; 
without we take care, they will underitand the Scriptures, en- 
quire into tradition: They will ſatisfy themſelves of the dif- 
tinguiſhing marks of the True Church. A Curate will be 
heard from his Deſk as if he was to prove every thing he ſays. 
We ſhall no longer teach Catechiſms as to Parrots ; We 
| mut 
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muſt ever explain, ever ſpeak intelligbly; And what will be 
the Conſequence of all this ? If your Lordſhip will not tell, 
the thing will ſpeak for itſelf and ſay, that we will not any 
longer be believed. For my part, to free ourſelves entirely 
from thoſe airs of examination and curioſity, which the Peo- 
ple have preſumed to take upon them, let us determine to 
Catechize and Preach in Latin, to write Paſtoral Letters in 
Greek and Mandats in Hebrew. | 

As to the Calviniſts I foreſeę that, through a Spirit of con- 
tention, they will have no reliſh for your reflections. Your 
Lordſhip ſhews admirably well that from their principles is 
born that multitude of Sects which divide them. But they 
are a fort of People who can reply, that this is an unavoida- 
ble Evil; but that it is better to have miſtakes than ſtupidity, 
and bad reafoners than hypocrites. Beſides, our differenc. 
es furniſh them with a retort, with theſe they head their 
forces. They have ever the word Janſeniſm in their mouths, 
and, to ſpeak freely, I am put into a ſweat, whenever they 
puſh me on this queſtion. Beſides, wherefore hath the infal- 
libility of our Church ſo little effect? In China, they believe 
the Popes to be infallible and yet they deſpiſe their Bulls. In 
France the Biſhops excommunicate the ſJanſeniſts, and all 
the country is full of them: In Holland, it is a formal perpe- 
fuated Schiſm. What ſhall we ſay, what reply to theſe con- 
ſiderations? When will it be, that our Lords the Prelates 
will ſhut the mouths, by their decrees, of thoſe who propoſe 
them? Muſt we never attack the Sects which have ariſen 
from Calviniſm, till there be no more Sets among ourſelves, 

Your Lordſhip feems plainly to have intended to amuſe 
the Reader and leave him no time to fix his mind on thoſe 
reflections, when going further and with the rapidity of Light- 
ning you proceed to an accuſation of more weight. Thzs 1s 
not all, you continue, that mutitude of Sects which ſwarms 
in all parts hath brought Irreligion along with it, The Coun— 
tries where Calviniſm is eſtabliſbed are filled with Deiſts, 
with Athei/ts and unbelievers, Good God! How gloriouſly 
would the Catholicks be diſtinguiſhed, if Irreligion was only 
to be found among the Hugonots, or even if it predomin- 
ated there, more than in our own boſoms; But my Lord, 
What is it you have ſaid ? What Rome! Paris! ----——-! 
am ſilent. Shame and Grief have ſeized me. I recollec 
with emotion what was ſaid by Father Merſenne, that 
in his time our Capital incloſed within its walls above 
Rey thoufand Atheiſts. Are there fewer at this day! Dos 
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- whence proceeds the moſt impious and infamous books? Is 


it in things ofthis hature that our France gives place to Hol- 


land and Great Britain? Is it Geneva that brings forth thatde- 


luge of Prophane writings of which our Illuſtrious Arch-Biſh- 
op of Paris hath fo bitterly deplored the encreaſe in his mandat 
on the Jubilee? Is it the hands of Hugonots which produced 
the Malabar Princeſs; the Natural Hiſtory of the Soul, the 
Eq ay en Tay e. Man a Machine, the Philoſophical 
thoughts, the Happy Life, the Female Philsjopher, and many 
the like horrors? Suppreſs, My Lord, Suppreſs inſtantly, 
that part of your letter, which cannot fail to draw on you 
ſuch mortifying Queſtions. We are already but too much 
embarraſſed to anſwer ſome doubts of the Pyrohniſts to which 
our Principles lead. On one hand the labyrinth of Tradition, 
on the other the endleſs diſputes concerning infallibility, be- 
ſides the terrifying depths of ſome of our Catholick Myfte- 
ries, muſt naturaly expect to find great oppoſition, eſpecially 
in Philoſophical minds. Hence doubts, ſcepticiſm, Incredu- 
lity, Deiſm. You know the World, My Lord; You know 
it, in this reſpect, much better than I; But lay your account 
for it; the Hugonots know it as well as you. 

In other reſpects your Lordſhip ſeems well acquainted with 
the pretexts, theſe laſt have dared to alledge in excuſe for 
their exceſſes. In our province they never ceafe to declare 
that it was deſpair which rendred ſome among them Fana- 
ticks and Rebells at the beginning cf this century; and it is 
this that they would have been glad that you had diſcovered. 
The pretty little anecdote which you relate on the affair of 
dacheverel, is rather à digreſſion than an Argument. It di- 
verts, but it makes up nothing in the account which might 
be expected from your Lordſntp. Weare charmed to know 


nat laſt, the true ſprings of the Peace in 1713; and already 


the Comedy which the Whigs preſented to Queen Ann, on 
the decaſion of Sacheverel's vermon, has appeared to ſome of 
our Politicians a moſt lucky diſcovery. It was doubtleſs a- 
mong the ſecret negotiations of the times that you found all 
this---Behold how ſometimes it happens, that a Nothing 
brings forth the greateſt revolutions. The Publick ever im- 
azine ſome extraordinary cauſes, but thoſe alone who hold 
the Cards can give the Reaſons. I ſhall be curious to know 
what the Good Hollanders will ſay, when they find by your 

Letter that a ſingle ſermon occaſioned the Peace of Utrecht. 
This anecdote is follovred by a Stroke which gives me a 
great deal of uneaſineſs, becauſe I foreſee that it will render 
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your Lordſhip's whole Letter ſuſpected. Tis that paſſage 
where after having juſtly declaimed- againſt the Hugonots of- 
the Cevennes, you cry out with ſuch vivacity. Fe! what 
need we cite examples ſo diſtant from us? have we net ourſelves 
been Witneſſes, have we not ſeen all the diſturbances they have 
made in the late wars? Ther aſſemblies in divers provinces ; 
the falſe news they have ſpread; Foy painted in their counte- 
nances at our diſadvantages, aud affliftion at our ſucceſs £ Are 
thoſe the Citizens they would recall ta the State © Theſethe Sub- 
Jeets they would give the King! 

My Lord, Where were your thoughts, or your piety when 
vou wrote thoſe words? What! You have been witneſs that 
the Hugonots made ſeditious motions during the laſt Wars; 
that they ſpread falſe news to diſturb the Kingdom; that they 
have held Aſſemblies in favour of the Enemies of the King. 
And where, if you pleaſe, did you ſee all this? At Agen! 
Why are you ſilent? I ſay again Where is it that they have 
been found to be guilty of the like? Where is it that all en- 
quiries have not been found favourable to their Fidelity? It 
certainly was not in Provence, nor in Dauphine, nor in Lan- 
guedoc. I dare aiture you that in theſe Provinces they have 
thewn themſelves full of zeal for the King and for the Crown, 
You may be informed of it at Nimes, eſpecially, at Mont— 
pelier, at Grenoble, at V alence, when they hung the Miniſ- 
ters Rane, Roger, Deſubas, they did not fail to make exact 
enquiries to diſcover if the Hugonots of the Kingdom enters 
tained any blameable intelligence with thoſe abroad; and they 
could not find the leaſt indication againit them, at leaſt none 
that we could learn; and to this day I never could hear, but 
from yourſelf my Lord, that they bore the leaſt part in any of 
the diſturbances you have imputed to them. The accuſation is, 
however, very heavy from the mouth of ſuch a man as you, 
of a man of Quality, of a Biſhop, and you are to expect to 
be publickly called upon for proofs. 

It is true, that for ſome years paſt the H ugonots have been 
permitted to aſſemble, and theſe meetings were ſomewhat nu- 
merous. It is true, that in divers places Officers have been 
ſent about by the zeal of ſome Biſhops, of whom it is ſaid, 
my Lord, one is very well known to your Lordſhip, who 
have ſurrounded Aſſemblies, fired upon thoſe preſent, drag'd 
ſeveral from among them into the neighbouring towns, and 
diſperſed the reſt. It is true, they have cauſed ſome to mount 
the Scaffold, that many men have been ſent to the Gallies 
and many women impriſoned, and numbers of children bs 
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from the boſom of their Parents to be {ent to Convents, But 


this, this hath only been as a puniſhment for having celebrated 


their marriages, procure Baptiſm for their Inf: ants, Or partake 
vi the Euchariſt in their manner. Theſe were I Crimes, 
they are reproached on no other account in the Southern 
rovinces of the Kingdom, where they are moſt in condition 
to be turbulent. And if in your trealury of anecdotes, your 
Lordſhlip has furer proofs that the Hugonots of Normandy 
jor Example, of Poiton or of Guienne. or in particnlar of 
the Agenois, that they have gone beyond this, it is neceſſary 
for your own honour and for the glory of God that they may 
pe made publick. 

but jey was painted in the countenances of the Hugonots, at 
our drjadvantages, a and afuetis n at our Succeſs. If that be 
any thing, perhaps they knew of the hope that you and o- 
thers have had, zhat their Seft would be rooted out of the 
Kingdom on a Peace, Perhaps they were overcome with fear 
and 1n reality did tremble to ſee themſelves on the point of be- 
ing crutht. In ſuch a cafe, my Lord, it requires no extraor- 
din; ry thare of Humanity to pardon them theſe ſentiments 


provided they had other ways continued within the bounds of 


obedience. As for me, I will teſtifie with good will for the 
Hugonots, Hugonots as they are, that they have ſhewn them- 
ſelves good Subjects, at leaſt ſo far, in thoſe critical times. 

And I confeſs mor cover, that I never think of the zeal which 
they diſcovered at the time of the ſickneſs of our Auguſt Mo- 
narch, without withing that there was had for thoſe poor 
peop le, more torbcarance and Charity than hath been had. 
You, my Lord, who are well verſed in Hiſtory, you know 
what pail lied in France, when in 1690, a report was ſpread 
that //7//zam TIT, was Dead in Ireland. What joy! what 
botie-fires! What Te Deums ſung in the EN We 
ſaw nothing of the like when our wood King was at the Gates 
of Death-----No token of i: War ting joy ap: deared abroad; no- 
thing like it either in En ngla 2d or "Holland or at home. Ah! 
My Lord! what pt i 


ick demonſtrations of Sorrow and con- 
ſternation, more {trottg, or leſs equivocal could be given on 
that fad occaſion than that which the Hugonots gave. What 
could the Catholicks have done more than them? TI hey were 

attembled in Synod in the Month of September 1744. lle 
news of the King's Sickneſs arrived. Immediately they fell 
to prayer, their tears evidenced their affliction. "I'hey called 
upon God in terms the moſt animated and touching, that he 
would reſtore to the Kingdom a Prince who is a Father: 
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they appointed a day of ſolemn faſt in all their Churches is 


bend Heaven to their vows, and all their aſſemblies reſounded 


with himns of joy when LEWIS THE WELL BELOVED was 
reſtored to health ; every day the Glory of the King and the 
proſperity of the Kingdom are principle articles of their pub- 
lick prayers. : | 
Are theſe people ſeditious ? Are thoſe the Subjects which 
it becomes a Biſhop to traduce in the preſence of his King 
as pernicious Citizens? And what will you think of yourſelf 
Lord, when in cool blood, being a little calmed, you 
look over your letter and read the following words, e 
have ever preſumed that his Majeſty, when in Peace, would 
take moſt effetrual meaſures to try to rat out of his Kingdom, 
a ſect fo pernicious to his Glary: However, they are protected, 
the Hugenots, the factious are recalled; the Catholic“ Clergy, 
who are exhauſted in ſupporting the King, and wy are ever 
ready to begin again, are afflifted, are humbled, are ſent home. 


What Contraſt ! Can I deny myſelf a refleftion ſo natural, 


of 


which my ſje? has laid me to. It. penetrates our hearts 


with the moſt ſenfible grief, it ſtriſtes down cur ſpirits with 
the weight of” the deepeſt ſorrow, 18 
We ſec it very well, My Lord, Ves, you are affficted, 
vexed, angered to a degree of diſtraction; and inadvertantly, 
you have acquainted the publick with two things, which, in 
your place, I ftould have carefully concealed. : | 
The firſt is, that you ſhould have known better than any 
man, having been general Agent for the Clergy during ſome 
years, that the Clergy expected as ſoon as there was a Peace, 
that the King would diſengage himſelf from his Enemies, 
and late effeftual means to try t9 eradicate from his Kingdom, 
his Calviniſt ſubjects. Eyectual meaſures to try to eradicate. 
Theſe are Sacramental expreſſions that gives us terror. You 
ſay moreover, hat the diſputes of the Reformed Divines ever 
ended in Glood. Is it becauſe, thoſe ectual meaſures to try 
19 eradicate an oppoſite Set ought not to be in this Theolo- 
gical taſte? Without doubt our King, Juſt, Magnanimous and 
Good as he is, would have anſwered My Lord's the Prelates, 
You know net what ſpirit.you are of. 8 | 
The other thing, which, if I may venture to ſay it, dropt 
inadvertantly .izom your Lordſhip, and which I will freely 
call the key of the Riddle, or if you would like it better, 
the ſecret ot the heart, is, The Hugonots, the faftions are re. 
called: The Catholic Clergy, who are exha fed in ſupporting 


the King, and who are ever ready to begin again, are af, 


3 
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ficted, are humbled, are ſent home. Il hat Cintraft ! You 


have believed, perhaps, that theſe words were underſtood 


by none but the Comptroller General. A Miſtake, My 
Lord. All the World underſtands them. The Fingonots 
will furniſh a commentary to them. They ſay that the 
upper Clergy who ever complain of being exhauſted when 
they are called on to contribute to the charges of the Goverine 
ment with the reſt of his Majeſty's ſubjects, and who never 
areready to begin again but by free giſts, of which they would 
regulate the Quantum at their pleaſure, have been greatly af- 
ficted, in as much as the King demanded of them the twen- 
tyeth penny; greatly humbled, in as much as the Reformed 
of Languedoc have given fo generouſly an example of Zeal, 
oppoſite to which the refuſal of the Biſhops hath made a con- 
traſt no way Edifying ; and that nothing has ſo much vexed 
them as to ſee themſelves on account of their oppoſition ſent 
ham to their Dioceſes: where, however, a Prelate, who has, 
like your Lordſhip Thirty five thouſand livres in rent 


might eafily recover himſelf from this extreme exhauſts 


ment. From hence ariſes, ſay they, the redoubling o 
this better zeal againſt them, and from hence your Letter, 
and, unfortunately, every one believes them. 

It is yourſelf, My Lord, who diſpoſes the minds of people 
to believe them, by your manner of reaſoning at the conclu- 
ion of this unlucky letter. There is in it too much of fower 
and too little Logick. Let us fee, for example, one of your 
arguments. You ſay that the Hugonots are few in number- 
we gain nothing by receiving them: if they are great in num- 
ber we expaſe ourſelves by receiving them. They retort and 
lay, If they be great in number the Kingdom gains greatly 
by their being recalled. If they be few in number we run no 
hazard by their return. You go on and ſay, If the Hugo- 
nots were people of worth, they would not come into a Coun- 
try where they are deprived of the meſt effential requifite of 
people of Morth, which is the exerciſe of their Religion; the 
/iruetien and aſſiſtance of their Paſtors; where being en- 


compaſſed every day with a People whom they loo upon as Inf 


dels, they would be continually expoſed to temptations and the 
impending danger of leſing their Faith. I they be People of 


v worth, they eught nit to be recalled, becauſe whatever few 
bas Subjeets there be in a ſtate, they are j5 much tos many; and 


if the Multitude of Subjedts be the ſtrength of a Nation, the 
bad Duality of ſuch ſuljects is the greateſt evil. But they re- 
tort again the argument and fay ; If the Hugonots have no 
Conſcience, they will comply with every thing provided they 
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find their account in it: and if they have Conſcience and 
Probity, they will remain quiet and ſerve God, in the beſt 
manner they can, without giving diſturbance to the State. 
On the one part or the other, if I am not miſtaken, the 
arguments do not conclude very well ; they are meer words: 
forgive me, My Lord, that I ſpake fo freely, they are a jingle 
and nothing elle. . | | 
But where you triumph beyond contradiction is in the Con- 
ſequence which you draw from the picture which you give of 
the Hugonots, of which your own fancy has furniſhed the 
Idea and the Model. If theſe people, altho' led by their 
Paſtors, whoſe reaſonings have no force, whoſe Diſcourſe hath 
no Eloquence, Whole Doctrine no probability, yet have for 
them all kind of Ils, all the monks wearted of their Chri- 
fer, all the Nun, meortified to ſecthemſelues recluſe, and all 
the Libertines vf, We Kingdom, if their fect, favourable to 
Licenctouinels, is in condition to ſupply ambition and Ava- 
rice to the full. If this be true? O, My Lord, let us beware 
of theſe people, let us drive them out, let us ſhut up all our 
gates, for in truth I cannot engage but they may Corrupt ſome 
of our Lords the Prelates, | LY 
But, above all, what a proſpect doth your Lordſhip open 
to the eyes of coniulerate pegple, in pointing out to them 
the horrible examples which theſe Claviniſts have given vf 
ſcandalous concubinage; in not having received from us the 
facramental benedietion of marriage, triffling . with the moſt 
acred contract among men, and multiplying an infamous and 
legitimate progeny of Children, whoſe inheritances muſt, by 
our Laws, deuolve to collaterals ] No! If all this be ſo, no 
conſequence was ever more juſt than that which your Lord- 
ſhip would eſtabliſh ; and you are too good my Lord, when 
after having ſo well deſcribed all the effects of ſuch abomina- 
ble licenciouſneſs you add, Ide no? think that ſuch a condition 
kath any thing wherewith to entice the Refugees, This is car- 
rying Charity too far. I confeſs that I ſhould ſpeak very 
plainly, that ſuch a condition would not fail to entice them 


if it be true, that they are of a Religion which ſanctifies vices, 


which permits Licenciouſneſs, which leaves to every one to 
do as he thinks fit. Priſons, Galleys, Gibbets, Wheels, Fa- 
gots: theſe are what ſuch people deſerve. | 
It reſts upon your Conſcience, My Lord, to decide if in 
reality, it may be aifirmed with truth, that our Hugonots are 
of this deteſtable Character. Hitherto I ſhould not know 
them by this portrait. On the contrary I know, ſetting 
theological opinions aſide, that ſome of them are n 
| | | OUuny 
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zal) virtuous and ſolidly pious, Perhaps you ſpeak of ſume 
Hugonots, who are to be recalled from among the Hurons, 
the Toupinhamboos, the Cannibals, where their Fathers 
have ſought refuge from nontolleration, and having become 
ſavages themſelves, they have contracted the moſt monſtrous 
Cuſtoms. 

But would you confound our Calviniſts among thoſe abo- 
minable wretches. Ah! My Lord, let us have ſome hum 
nity and uprightneſs. Let us chink of the account we 5 
render to ad, ſpeak, judge, act, accordingly. The 
Hugonots of this Kingdom are, before our eyes, in very 
great errors ; but. after all they are our Brethren in Chrift Je- 
ſus, tho' miſtaken. Altho' Fellow Citizens, exchided by 
the Laws which we have made, from a thouſand advantages 
to which their birth gave them equal right with us. We re- 
fuſe them the free exerciſe of their Relig Sion, even on the 
terms that thoſe of their communion allow to the > hr 
Catholicks who reſide in England and Holland Becauſe 


they will not permit their marriages to be bleſſed by our Prieſts 


which would“! imply an abjurattbn of their belief, vie hold 
thoſe marriages for infamous whoredoms, and the Children 
ſhould be baptized in*our Churches, and brought up in our 
Belief. No Miniſters 3, on pain of Death; No publick AC 
ſemblies on pain of the Gallies for the Men, or perpetual 
impriſonment for the Women: No inſtruction z no conſola- 
tion; no Sacraments for them, and if in the Artic le of Death 
they refuſe ours, we refule them, as to Pagans, even the me- 
lancholy priviledge of Burial. 

In this frightful ſituation, in which they are tormented in 

2 thouſand ways by the inferiour Officers of Juſtice, ſome- 
times by the Clergy, what can they do? Renounce their ex- 
terior Religion ? The meer Idea of ſuch a ſtep cauſes horror 


We cannot require it of them, without ourſelves becoming 


lacrilegious and renouncing the fundamental maxims of the 

Goſpel. To diſſemble, to yield to the times, to live with- 
out Worſhip! Your Lordſhip acknowledges that you could 
not have a good opinion of people who for ſome ſmall tempo- 
ral advantages would live without the moſt eſſential requiſite 
of aman of 71 orth, which is the exerciſe of his Religion. And 
it would not have been amiſs, if you had added, that you de- 
reited ſuch odious Hypocrites. To contront danger and to 


expoſe themſelves couragiouſſy to Martyrdom? 1 his would 


de their Duty; 3 and. the Gallies of the King, as well as the 
Priſons and jails of * the Kingdom, witneſs for them that they 
are 
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„ 
are capable of it. But, my Lord, let us lay our hand to our 
Conſcience; How Heroick is that Courage! What ſtrength 
doth it require! What cruelty would it be to call to it, ſeven 
or eight hundred thouſand Hugonots, which they count to be 
in the Kingdom. Sell their effects, quit their country, and 
refuge themiclves elſe where? Alas! Dare they co it? Can 
they do it? And when arrived at the ſhore, what will be their 
Fate? Nothing reniauis for them but Deſpaif, and for us 


but the ſhame to drive them to it. This, My Lord, is what 


I drcad. Fis is what I pray God, nom the bottom of my 
he: + ko ent 

It cas to me, however, that ws things ought to be 
gone. Me may give 2 means to our Auguſt King to put 


a finiſning troke to his Gl. WIE in directing that the Hugonots 
5 treated as the nen Catholicks are in Proteſtant Cram 
tries, andſuffer the Bil hops to endeavour to inſtruct them, to 
convince them, to reſtore ther) if they can, by Chrittian per- 
ſuction. OWMif tl this be too great a labour, and the intereſt of 
the Clergy in general doth not permit that the! Hugonots be 
tolerated; ſeeing that Juſtice and Chriſtianity forbid that 
they ſhould be perſecuted, 1 us turn on the other hand. 
Humbly beſeech the King that the Ports of the Kingdom be 
laid open to them; to ermit them to carry abroad their Cal- 
viniſm and furniſh them with neceſſary means for ſuch an E- 
migration, which may celiver us for ever from humsurs f 
peccant or it leait ſo inconvenient. 
| E ondeſcend, My Lord, to meditate a while on theſe two 

edients. T he lait I conceive will be more ſuitable to your 
ove: of thinking. They will juſtify our penal laws againſt 
eople, who to avoid Rigour, make choice of other climates. 
Others will be obliged to yield, and will pay in their attach- 
ent to little temporal Intereſts, and encreafe the reſources 
which an exhauſted Clergy hath ſo great need of in thoſe un- 
happy times, Once more, then, condeſcend My Lord to 
caſt your eyes on this expedient, and if you approve of it, 
Let your Zeal prompt you to propoſe it to the Comptroller 


__ with whom you hold correſpondence on the affair 


N ion. 
{ 2 „ with the mol profound Reſpect, 
| Ay Lord, 
Your Lirdjhid's 
wot humble . 
and 4 mofl. ebedient [erug td. 


( 98 3 f : 


1 * * * _ T * 
. , 8 4 © - ; 7 4 > . 3 4 . oa 
— 


HIS TORICATL REGISTER of zhe 
principal Events, which have Attended 


Reformation in Religion from the ear- 


lieſt Times. ; 


HE firſt corruptions of chriſtianity began at Rome by 
the ambition and avarice of Silveſter, biſhop of that 
ſee, and the boundleſs and unguarded liberality of Conſtantine, 
firſt chriſtian emperor ; which gave occaſion to Leo, a pious 
teacher, (who diſliked theſe proceedings) of leaving Rome, 
and retiring into the vallies of Piemont, in which place of his 
retreat primitive chriſtianity kept herſelf unſpotted from the 
idolatry and other abominations, with which the face of Eu- 
rope was gradually overſpread by the artifices and tyranny of 
Rome. | - . | 
The light of reformation was brought from thoſe vallies 
into France, by the zealous preaching of Zruys, Henry, 1520 
and Arnold; who, each of them, ſuffered martyrdom for b 
de truth of the doctrine advanced by them. et | 
But, no ſervant of Gop contributed more to the ſpreading 
of the light of the goſpel in thoſe days of darkneſs, than 
Peter Waldo, a rich citizen of Lyons, the city of the great- | 
eſt traffic in France, extremely populous, and not diſtant from | 
the valies ; who inſtructed from thence, and leaving off all o- | 
| 


Anng 


324+ 


ther buſineſs, conſecrated himſelf and his great poſſeſſions to 
the work of an evangelift ; and having procured a tranſlation 
of the goſpel into the vulgar tongue, commenced a preacher 
of it hinſelf; and that, with ſo much ſucceſs, that being fol- 
lowed by multitudes, which no houſe could hold, he there- | 
fore preached to them in open ſtreets: Which fo provoked 
the biſhop and his clergy, that they raiſed a bitter perſecution | 
azainſt him and his followers, who from thence diſperſed 
themſelves into the neighbouring countries of Languedoc and 
Provence, and likewiſe into Picardy. | 
The reformed in France becoming numerous, and protected 
dy perſons ſo powerful as Raymont, count of Joulouſe, the 
counts of Beziers, Carcaſſon, &c. Pope Innocent III. publiched 
acruſado againſt them, granting plenary remiſſion of fins to all, 
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8 ned, that there appeared a diſp Spa in all ranks of peo- 
0 
9 ple to embrace the reformation. Jo put a top to it, Francis; 
q 


the South of Franc = was, that numbers of them fled into 


the name of Lollzrds, from an eminent teacher of that 


d far Was ſet aſide; and the le: ed Mabe: was em- 


(92) 
who would kin this holy war againſt thoſe anathematiz'd 
hereticks : In which they deſtroyed hve hundred thouſand 
ſouls, and ſtript the count of Toulouſe of his dominions. 

The conſequence of this cruſado againſt the reformed in 


the neighbouring country of Guyenne, then belonging to the 
crown of England, and from thence found an caſy paſlage into 


our iſland : AY here they gained many diſciples, known. by 


name. 

In the following century, one John WicklifF lighted his 
candle by theirs, and had many FE ages ers: but the progreſs 
of his doctrine was itopt here, by the furi ous periecution raifed 
againſt it by the clergy under the reigns of Henry IV, and 
II enry V. of whom they purchaſed the prvilege of perfecut- 
ing thoſe who diflented from them, by large ns; Wich 
thoſe princes wanted for carrying on their wars abroad 
But, by the gracious diſpoſition of prov idence, the Food [ec 
town it Oxtord by Wickliff, (where he read lectures of di- 
vinity) was carried into Bohemia by John Huſs and Jerom 
of Pr: ague ; and theſe two being called in queſtion before 
the i WHY of Conſtance, ſuffered mat rtyrdom there for the 
teſtimony, which ey bore to the truth : And by that bl ood, 
the good ſeed, which they had ſown among the Bohemians, 
received fach 7 an increaſe, that it was publickly profeſſed in 
that kingdom, till they fell under the dominion of the houſe 
f Auſtria, And the proteſt nts ſtill remaining in the neigh- 
TE ig countries of Poland and Hungary, Owe In a great 
meaſure to them the ligh t of the gol; el, which 1s not yet 
fuppreſied, though grievoully oppreſſed by the power of Po- 
pery . 

In France, maugre the many cruelties exerciſed againſt the 
Proteſtants, the city of Meaux, within thirty miles of Paris, 
vas fo leavened with their doctrine, that the worſhip of ſaints 
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ployed by, the bilſiop for introducing the reformation into 
his Hocele. | 

About this time Luther, by diſputin 17 again ſt indulgencies, 
gave a beginning to the : reformation of rel ligion in Germany; 
Zuinglius did 805 ſame in Switzerland; and Calvin, fol- 
lowing their ſteps, became à powerful Ne cher of the goſpel 


in France - h ereby that Whole kingdom became ſo enligh- 
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king of France, at the inſtigation of the clergy, condemned Aans. 
ſeveral of the moſt zealous Proteſtants to be burrt, in all 1535s 
parts of his kingdom. But this only ſerved to ſpread their 
perſuation among thoſe, who obſerved with what conſtanc cy 
they ſuffered for the truth. 

The books now publiſhed by Luther and other reformers 
ad, being tranſlated into Engliſh, came over hither, to- 
ether with 1 indaPs tranſiation of the bible, which put new 
life into the good feed, which had been ſown among us by 
[ Vickliff, and cut out new work for the rage of the 
clergy ; fo that a word ſpoken by any man againſt "the con- 
Ys e of the church; or, if he taught his children the 
Lord's prayer, the ten commandments, or the apoſtle's creed 
in the vulgar tongue, that was crime enough to bring them 
to the ftaxe. But, as rage and cruelty are never uſed to ſup- 
port a good ante they gave evidence to all reaſonable men 
of the weakneſs and wicked of Popery; which traced the 
way for our bleſſed reformation, begun in the latter years of 

Henry VIII, and Prought to perfection under the faint-like 
king Edw ard VI. fn © the doing of which, archbithop Cran- 
mer, the father of our reformation, made uſe of the albftarics 
of Martin Bucer and Peter Martyr, whom he fetched from 
| abroad and made divinity pre feflors ;, the one at Oxtord, and 

14 the other at Cambridge. He likewiſe conſulted with Melanch 

ton, the pious and learned profeſſor of divinity at Wittenberg 
about reformation of religion; and the 1 inviteds 

him to come into England to ſucceed Bucer, who was lately 
dead at Cambridge. But the death of king Edw ard ſtopt him, 
who himſelf died in 1560. 

. Martyr, who had fled from hence to ay od the Ma- 
an perſecution, was in 1561, much preſſed by our biſhops 
to return into England, after queen Elizabeth” came to th 0 
crown. But, he being grown old and infirm, the people of 
Zurich would not part with him. It is to be no oted, that, 

both Calvin and Luther declared their approbation of epiſpo⸗ 
cal government, as eſt— :blithed in the church of England ; 3 but 
it was not in their power to form their church di iſcipline in all 

points upon the ſame model. In the time of queen Elizabeth, 
Bullinger, chief paſtor of the church of Zurich, being the 
2 man moſt remarkable for learning among the Proteſtants, 


was the oracle, our biſhops confulted in all their difficulties : 
And in the year 1566, Grindal, biſhop of London, wrote 
him word, that they entirely agreed with the Helvetian con- 


teſhon 
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feſſion of faith, which had been lately publiſhed by Bullinger, 
and the divines of Helvetia. | | 
But while reformation in religion was making this happy 
progreſs in England, it met with a furious oppolition in France, 
by an edict of Henry II. publiſhed this year; by which he 
declared it to be his will and pleaſure, that his ſubjects ſhould 
perſevere in the doctrine of the church of Rome: and he ba- 
niſhed all hereticks out of his dominions, and was himſelf 
preſent at the burning of ſeveral Lutherans in Paris. 

In the midſt of a violent perſecution, Gop inſpired the 
paſtors of the reformed church in France, with courage and 
holy reſolution to meet in a national ſynod, for compoting 
their confeſſion of faith, and eſtabliſhing a form of ecleſiaſti- 
cal dicipline, ſuch as their ſituation, under the government of 


a prince influenced by Rome would admit of. And the refor- 


mation gained ſuch ground, that in another national ſynod 
held this year at Rochel, where Theodore Beza preſided, 
they reckoned up two thouſand one hundred and fifty churches, 


in ſome of which were above ten thouſand communicants. 


The year 1572 produced the Maſſacre at Paris, in 
which a hundred thouſand Proteſtants periſhed, by what 
'Thuanus (a Popiſh writer) calls a moſt deteſtable piece of 
villainy, but highly applauded at Rome, where the pope 
had medals ſtruck to perpetuate the memory of it. The 
Proteſtant Intereſt lay ſome years ſtunned by this blow, 
but Gop raiſed them deliverers in the perfons of Henry IV. 
king of Navarre, and his couſin the prince of Conde, firſt 
princes of the Blood. 5 

The king of Navarre being a Proteſtant, the Popiſh clergy 
formed a league, ſupported by the pope, and by the king of 
Spain, for excluding him from the crown of France, (to 
which he was lawful heir, on the failure of Henry III. with- 
out iſſue male) his claim being ſupported by the Proteſtants, 
it produced a civil war, which Henry IV. found no other 
means to put an end to, than by abandoning his religion. 


But, to reward his Proteſtant ſubjects for their fidelity, he 


granted them the free profeſſion of their religion, by the 
famous edict of Nants, declared to be perpetual. But, that 
magnanimous prince being murdered byj a Popiſh bigot, 
many were the breaches made in that edict by his ſucceſſors 
Lewis XIII, and Lewis XIV, previous to the deciſive Blow, 
levelled at the reformed religion by Lewis XIV, in the revo- 
cation of the edict of Nants, which had been granted in 
| | | perpetuity 
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perpetuity by his grandfather Henry IV. and was re- enacted 
and confirmed by his father Lews XIII. and himſelf, on 
their reſpective acceſſions to the throne: But, this appeared 
convenient ſeaſon to the Jeſnits, who governed that Prince's 
conſcience and coun ſels, for executing their pernicious de- 
ſigns. 

England, the bulwark of the reformation, was then go- 
verned by James II, a prince of their own gry, OV CT 
whom the jeſuits had no leſs:influence, than over Lewis XIV ; 
and therefore, he was diſpoſed to concur in all their meaſures, 
in hopes of arriving at the ſame degree of deſpotic power over 
conſciences and liberties of his people, which Lewis c- 
cryited over his. The perſecution, they now raiſed in France, 
was SEATON on with the utmoſt violence; all their churches 
waere demoliſhed, and their miniſters baniſhed ; and every 

Pen family in that kingdom had ſoldiers quartered upon 
them, who lived at diſcretion, and never left them, till 

ney had abjured their religion, or were utterly ruined: And 
choſe, who ſtill perfiited, cither expired under the hands of 
their tormentors; or were ſent to the gallies, and ſtrict 
guard was kept on all avenues, to prevent any Proteſtant eſca- 
ping from the rage” of their perſecutors, Thoſe, whe 
found their way out (which, notwithſtanding the Vigilance 
of their enemies, amounted to ſeveral thouſands) were re- 


ceived with the utmoſt tenderneſs and compaſſion in Eng- 


and; And though king James was ſtill on the throne, a pub- 
ion made for the immediate ſupport of theſe 
ferers; who had abandoned all for conſcience-ſake. 

s the reformed church of F rance, which in its flou- 
ate could boaſt of two millions of ſouls within its 


ihing 
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pale, was, by theſe violences, in a few months ſo diſſipated, 1715. 


as to give her enemies occation to boaſt, the name of the 
Proteſtants {hould be never more heard of i in France. But 
they deceived themſelves; and before the death of their 
perſecutor Lewis XIV, they again appeared, near as nume- 
rous as ever; but were conſtrained to hold their religious 
allembl ies in Caves and Woods, where they were farthcit 
removed from Obſervation. 

The government of the duke of Orleans, during the 
Minority of Lewis XV, was more favourable to them; But 
the king being declared major. before he was fourteen ; ; 


and the adminiſtration faling into the hands of a cardinal 


devoted to the Jeſuits, by their influence an edict iſſued by 1724 


Which were revived the ſeveral penalties of Lewis XIV's e- 
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(95) 
edict againſt them. But as War breaking out, in which 
France found herſelf engaged, the perſecution abated, and the 


court condeſcended to flatter the Proteſtants with hopes of 


indulgence, with which they were encouraged to hold nu- 
merous blies publickly; And in them they adminiſtred 
the ſacraments of baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, and cele- 


brated their marriages: But, the invaſion of the Auftrians 


into Provence having miſcarried, the court changed their 
language, and, to pleaſe their clergy, delivered up to their 
rage their Proteſtant ſubjects (to whole charge nothing could 
be laid, but the obeying of Gop rather than man) which 
in France is deemed a crime, whenever the king thinks fit, 
by an edict, to require of all his ſubjects to be of his reli- 
gion. And this is now enforced with ſuch violence and ſes 
verity, that holding theſe aſſemblies is by an edict publiſhed 
in 1745, immediate death to the miniſter who officiates, 
and perpetual impriſonment. for the women, and eallies 
for the men, who have been preſent at them. And it is 
required of all, who are ſuſpected to be Proteſtants, to ſub- 
ſcribe a paper, which imports an abjuration of their relis 
gion ; the refuſing of which expoſes them to all manner of 
outrages. And thts being their deplorable caſe, it is recom- 
mended to all ſerious chriſtians to conſider, what their Be- 
haviour ſhould be to theſe afflicted brethren (a Cup of cold 
Mater given t9 a Diſciple of Chrift ſhall not loſe its Na ) 
And we can never have x more proper opportunity of ex- 
prefling our grateful acknowledgment for God's undeſerved 
mercy in continuing to us the light of the Goſpel (which 
our manners little deſerve) than by ſhewing our compaſſionate 
regard for theſe our afflicted brethren by all proper acts of 
charity. And let no man diſcourage you in this Labour of 
Love, by calling theſe perſecuted Proteſtants by the Name 
of Calvinifts or Lutherans, left you incur the cenſure of St. 
Paul to his Corinthians, (who to foment diviſions, called 
themſelves by the Name, ſome of Paul, ſome of Apollos) 
which he notes, as a mark of their cernadtirnindednets1 - and 
tells them, that Paul and Apollos were only miniſters, by 


whom they believed; that Paul planted, and Apollos water- 


ed, but Gop gave the increaſe. And the ſame may be ſaid 
of thoſe two eminent reformers, Luther and Calvin, from 
whom their followers took their name, and from whom 
Cranmer borrowed the materials of that reformation, which, 
by Gop's Merey, we ſo happi enjoy. 
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